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CHIER BOWLES OF THE TEXAS CHEROKEE
By Dorman H. Winfrey®

Chicf Bowlen! of the Texes Cherokee, sob of & Seotch.Irish
sather, whe was a treder, and a Cherokee mather,! ia supposed 1o
have been born in the year 1756 It is not knawn definitely in what
section of the couniry Bowles was horn, but according to Smmet
Starr, 1l Cherokee Indian histarian,t it conld have been in North
Caroliva-

The phys anee of Chief Bowles must have been
commanding, Hmmet lar describes. Bowles a8 “heing decidedly
Onel pearance, having light eyes, red hair, and somawhat

apl
Sreciiod. 3 chn 1. Reagnn, secing. Bolee for some lemiih of
time before the battle of the Nechms, was itipresssd by Bowles'
“ynanly sppearsmce’™ and his being » “‘magnificent apecimen of
manhood.’” Though Dowles wes somewhat tanned in color, be did
ot om0 be an Tndian. Fin eyen wese gray, biy baie waa o diriy
wandy oolor, and hia wes an English head.”” Meat Tesans having
contact it Chie! Bowles consutared ki, bighly .mu..m James
T. Do &hiclds, author of nany Indian erticles, deseriben him 5 6
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a0 Ehronlcles of Okkchoma

man of unumas) sagacity.”® In old age Bowles retained a good
physique; hu was *“vigorons end strebg’ with ‘‘manly bearing’
T maintined erect posturs while walking and Tiding: Resgan
says Dowles alwaya carried bimpelf with dignity.”

Ome of the earliest mentions of Chief Dowles was in 1794 When
he had nitained the position of Chief of the Running Water Towy
ot the Tonnosaoe River at Muscle Shoals? In June of 1794 & gronp
of Cherckea under Chief Buwler captured soma boats in the Teg.
nessee River and killed all the boatien® Women and children on
the boats, however, were not hermed and were yuided to u-.n-

on_in New Orleans. A member of the perty i quoted
ng: o the Iciudutas and couttesy With wikeh she sad all fha
dies and children were Lreated by Bowles and bin party.’nL

Aggaon aa the Muscle Shoals messacrs was known, the Cherokss
called a general eouncil to draw up & memorial to the United States
governwent disowning the. et of Chief Boules wnd hia followens,
The miemorinl stated that the herokee would mmsiat in the arreat of

A eammistion appointed by the Urited, Senten govera-
stiguted the imeident and cloared Chief Bowles and the
purticipating Cherokee. Evidently there had been justification
in what took piace at, Muscle Shonls,

From 1785 16 1813 Bowlen strved as the First Chief of the
Mestern, Chseches and wan situatad in the vallsy’ ot tho St
Franei in southemtern Misso mher, 1811, & seismatic
QieCUTbAnee ancuread it the vicinity in which the Cherokes meze

Fearing that the area was uuder the ban of the Great
Spirit, Bowles and tie Cherokee moved to the present dey eounty of
Conway, Arkinsas. The new Cherokee home was outside of the
stipulated Cherokea Territory.H
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Ohiaf Bowwlcs of tha Tewar Chorabos u

Ax the American frontler moved wentward, pressuzs o3 the
ook wes Dioktased try white settlers in the Avkansas Tecritary.
There anpears to havn been a gencral desire on the pact of the
Cheroher poople a3l Jenders 1o locate once ugsin within Spanish

Thin desive Lo tive under 5

ith « i e oot Tamlien to s g int
r lsm IHEO ey elong tie Anm:lmn, Newh:w, wnd Trinity
rivers in the Noeionn provings of Texaalt

el Rosles was abaut sixty-six yeats old when he led his
small group of Chorokee inta Eastern Texas. Evidently be lost
etsip of bis tribe; for seven yeats sfier m—nvul m Texan,
Tichacd Fields, & halE-breed Cherckss who fought as  soldier with
“Amerian Lroops in the War of 1812, figured as the principal chisf
of the Cheralre. s

dpr the leadership of Richard Fields the Cherckee in Texpa
x ummﬂ with otlicr Tefuges Indians from the Unitsd
er 3 loose eonfederecy later known s ¢
ssociated banda'* which hae heen deicrlbed
by nmees Mowncy s “ennisting of Cherokes, Shwnnn Dal.“u 8,
Kiekapoo, Quopav, Chootaw, Bilaxi, ‘Iawenie Yowe
“Unstaqwa’ (Noda ke or Ansdarke, another Caddo. nubu-ihe),
“Talwolitookle’ (1), Alabama (8 Cresk subtribe), and ‘Cooshetin’
[Kousn ti, anotler Creck aubtribe.’™ The Cherokee were the
largest. and meesl fmportant group; the Cherokes chief elways
win regueded s the princips! lender of Ehe masoniated. {ribes,

Fields'e first coneetn wad 1o goL n Witten upproval from the
Mexican government for Clerokee title to the Fest Teas Iands.

£ V. Winkler, aueing the Wugral ucliy (Wasbingno, D.CY for
&wmbu 15, 1 & Cherokeo ladiany in Teves” Quarterly of the Tavo
it Seociaion Vol 1 o, 3 (Getsher, 1907, p. 36, Finkio pious

4,31 the sntianes of he e ity Toves us mo
e led), in Aomdbunk of Nopth fmeriorn. fn
e v bt sbn A T muhln e

o o r
rokee Todiane [ Teaus™ the Teras Sume Hin
. 2 {Dclober, ;0":1"" o
s mes Mooher, “Mythe of the Chatakes™ Nintreenh Anmic? Repors, Brrean
mmuu nhmﬂﬂp’ [Washington, 19001, Part I, Do lﬂ- (Thess asoclaied bands
,‘m‘ i r e mein Lody of sttt diffcram wlbes, whow descendania ars o
Iug

Inhoma, “The “Shewano™ of Hor Tist wre the medem
i, ncmeold™ were aid

i ‘"-h nlr et he A vy
h"' n‘r a [Morman, 1951].—]



2 Gheonicler af Qrladems

On November 8, 1622, José Felix Trespalacios, governor of the
provineo of Texas, snteted into an sgreement with the Cherokea gt
Bexar.’* In part tha mgreement atoted thut the Cherokee

the approsal of the Supreme Government i obtained .
wu]h their_lands and sow their erops in free and ]uicz[ul
""® Governor Trespalocios made arrangements for Fieldy
o gu Plo Mexico City to get final epproval for Cherokee title 1o the
destred tand in East Teras, Bowler was one of the persons acoom-
panying Fiekda to Mexico Cily corly in 18233 Revolytionary son-
tiong and changing edministrations in the Mexiean capital made
it diffienlt 1o ottain wpproval of Cherokne claims. On Aweil 27,
2 d rom Lueas Alaman, minister of relations, o

he agreement made o 81k Novomber, 1828,

ix lacion, Governor
of Texea, remains pravisionally in forea 4 Fields considered
the statement. g .mply that the Mexican gummmml had granted
terzitory to the In n the years following the agreement made
in 1823, the Mexican govurnmunt paid seant attention to Cherokee
elaime to Jond, and gn April 15, 1A35, Benjamin Rdwards was given
& grant o asttle femilies on lend whieh had hesn cosupied by the

Cherokee sinec their Eret arrivel in 1815.1820. Much unrest do-
veloped among the Cherokees: Fields in 1RYG sent ln}m Dn....
Hunter,™ & white memhor of the tribe. to Mexizo Ci
obiain for the Cherokee a wribten tille to the land. nunm- mled
in the attempt.

The Cherehes were not the ouly dissatinfied pecple Nving
under Mexiran jnrigdiction in Bast Texas in the middle 1820%,
The white settlets hed berome angered by » controversy betwoen
Blexicsn autloritien and the empresaric Hayden Edwardr, The ar-
gument resolted in what is known &9 the Fredonian Rebellion, be-
gun on Tlecember 16, 1826, wien Benjamin Rdwarde a me
orm rede jnto. Nu-,ngrlm:hzi and proclaimed the Republic

thirty foli
of Fredon
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Ohizf Batwtes of the Texas Cheroker 3

Ghirokee Temders Fields and Hunter, despaiving of the possi-
- of Uie Mexican gnvcrnmelll s allowing o separate Charakes
eriiory, begnn Neg the Fredonian lusders Benjamin
p:hmr:h nud Martin rmvr uu Deceraber 21 at Send Springs in
couther Rusk Couaty.i? Ta retnzu fo Tudian help ia the reballion,

» nertion of (he roposed Frodmina Republie was to be given to

I.Im Indiqng.

¢ ihe fime Fields and Hunter wers working with the
manmns, Jowies was in contact with the loyal clement of settlars
in Texas, and wan urging the Cherckec uot to co-operate in the pro-
jevted robaflion # Fle fcli. that a loyalty to Mexizo would eventu-
Wl result in the long-awaited lend grant, Dowles won oul,
Fislds und [Munter were naver able to muster more thwn thirty wer-

Hora® With the collapse of the Fredonian Rebellion in ng,
dm,'hu, Fields and Thunter weze tried by the Cherokee end execnted
e Mny #, 1527, Towl, eoded Fields s war chief, o Big
}quh succceded. Hunter na civil chief,

Far the few years following the Fredoninn Rebellion, Chisf
Bowles and €he Cherokes ware befriended by both Mesicans und
toynl Taxank. Stephen F. Austin and mumierous au_officiale
praiscd the rale Chief Dowles had played jn keeping the Cheroles
layal to Mexico.™ The Mezican government wes cppreciative of the
role the Cherokze hud played; on July 13, 1827, Lt. Nicolss Flores
was sent 1y Cherole Village 1o elives o Gt Bowlea the coratiy
siun of Tieutens i colonel @ the Mexiean armyd On July
Bowles arrivad ohes end “‘pleced himself w)th bin
penple at the duopwuuo of Ihe (Mexican) commender.' On Janu-

1628, Bowles visited Colone] Joaé de Jag Piedres, Mexican
l'nlnmlwﬂcr at Nncogdoches, and informed bim of a desive 1o tighten
the bonds of Friendship hetween the Chierokee and Mexino,

During the early 1830° Chief Bowles end the Cherokee mude
reprated ¢fforts Lo seeure from the Mexican government s written
BuArknige for Lhe land the Cherokes were occubying. After nomer-
o8 failures with the Mesicans, Bowley decided to join his forees
with u.n Texnns who were tn Uhe Tizok slages of & revoll ageinat
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“ Chronicics of Oklakoma

Tho Corsvlmtion meeting st San Felips in Novomber 159,
held for the p of deciding what, attitude Texan shomld ty,
loward the delatorship satabliied i Mexioo by Antonio o
de Santa Anns, was aware of the duoger which unfriendly Chery]
Tright soastirte i g orivis. On Movember 13, the following declure.
tion wan draren up

Be [t Selemoly Liscreed,
Tt m, the sosen detegatog of (e sanautation of 1L Texss, I grosee
¢conventon spemdled, solemnly decl
Tht o Chervies [odians, Y luelr amodate bands, teelve tribey
;m. ¥ to reneral council In Texan, bave derlved :m,
b PR A S e M e Rl
'Wham we have R drrlvon oor gE &

clifms of tue wmld In
the San Aionlo Tond
wad Satine o

o wlemoly deciyre, Lk the bﬂu.‘udnrlrs L4

e wolvnly deciore I e oncil, mmediazety
2 12 axgunlcacton, sl syt solminaionice L ekt with ahia THOTEIe By
7. and secure thelr confidence

eatalilah the dcfiaie Dowulkny of i
bip.

We solemnly that we will lunnnlm to them pescenble enjoy.
et G ThE ¥ A £ Chelr ance own,

dome At Snll Fellpe de Auxtln 13 Nov, 184
‘The Consltation insiructed Sam Houston, longtime Friend of
Bowles and the Cherokiee, John Forbes, and Jolin CazeTon 15 srva
85 commiasioners to meet with Chist Rowles to earry out the pro-
posed ireats.” On February 23, 1835, e day General Santa Anna
arrived with Jorces in San Autanio, Sam Houston aud the nppoimted
Texas commissioners eoncluded 8 treaty with Chief Dowles and
reprecentatives of the Cherokee wid nssocisted tribes wharaby
peace and eommereial relationa were established and the Cherghoe
boundaries dofined, and lands guaranteed to them® The Cherokes
Temnined, &} peace and the atlention of Texans wan fornsed on the

Mexicans who were defeated on April 21 at San Jacinte.
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il Be ment b yoo, and T owill hén ke vou the Crenl pa
et wne wigned by all the Couneil— 1t will meke you heppy and st paur peopé
comemied ay lang g1 you bve.
Yo fiend nd Erotver
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©hif Bowher of fhe Trees Choroken =

Chief Bowles must have felt that he bad & champion o b
side when bié clase fricnd Sam Houston became president of the
Tepublic of Texas on {lctober 23, 1836. Houston hud been admilted
1o citizenship umong the Cherokee on Novembaz 20, 1629, had taken
an Indiam wile, and bad louy been o frind and wdvisor te the
mestly desired te cnrry out tha treaty cohmite

e with Bowler on Mehruary 29, 1835, and told the aenate
on Lecumber 20, 1636 . (1) ‘most_earncaily recommend its
ratification. You will find upon examining Hiin Lrcaty, that it is
just wr equitable, and perhaps the best whieh could he made at
the prosent fime." ™!

n the senote en Indian committee was appointed to examine
i trealy mude with Bowles. The somuittee fonnd much fault
with the daoument; the Indiaue had not Fonght with the Texena
dvring (e revalutivn and besides & grant to the Ghezokee would
sanbliet with  gra to David . Ba 2 refused
o matify the treaty ‘'inasmnch es that
proveses thut did not exist
only be delrimenta] to the interestn of the Republick hul would
also be a violetion of the vested rights of mmny oithcens.”¥ With
such strang oppasition to fight, there wea nath Ing s-m Houstan
eould do to gel the land for Rowles and the Cherol

Atthongh Houston was unable to get the desired land For the
Cherokes, Chiel Bowles was dlwaye a dm friend. Tn 1837, when
frouticr conditions in Texes were enpecielly bad, Houston sent
Chief Towles ko try o concibiate the Indiuns® Bowles
chimed Uiat on (his veutore he veceived an unfavorable teceplion,

Coyenz was 1t Towlen Village when the bl\eroke: chiel l’euirnm'l
il]ml on Moy 10, 1837, he seat the fellawing in a letter to Sum
Buston

e of Dowles in you i nnabated and to yor. e lovks
for evory ding. '™

* Em, » cnals e of ibe Republic
oo lm‘m Tatder (o), Seor Journels of e Seacte of ke Bepubtlc of

“Indinn Folicy ml he Republie. of Teass” Sowhwestern
mu.m.r an‘ﬂ! "Vnn FXH, Mo, 1 ly, 1922): . 12,

e M"m E ef Bawiea:
oo™ 3. 0L Bowies” Clierckee. chiel, with beelve ef Ukinteen "o b vk,
%6 ron Housion, cxmpad ot Spring Hill near tbw bouse,  Aflec g, we wese



] Gheonlcicy of Qlialeinn.

Bowlea visited iu Sam Tloustan's home Irsquently; on one oo
sasinn ﬂluy mzde & I.rlp 19 Unlveston ldaud. On Mey 2, 1838, the
Telegraph "and Tezas Repiter at Honston reported lhnl " Biwles
the Cherokee Chiel nerived in this cily lust evening.

HAguston is smid &t ohe time oF anntlier 1o have presented to
Chiet Bowlu & cane, 8 hat, & beoutifu] bienket, anil a sword. On
n 8 member of Phe legialutnre eharged u..t ““The presi-
det (s: Houston) offered Fowles o comim of brigadier
general in the ermy of Texas, with the pay of two Mowsaod gailars
per year, i he should perform any service, and one thousand
whether he performed any servies or ot

While Housten remained president e Appears to have felt that
eventually the Cherokee would e given a guirantee to the land
they oogupied, Houston wrote Lo Chief Rowles on Auguat 13,

1838

My nmuur,
D0 et be dllmrbed 4 by the troubler whlch oo arond 7
e worda. aud lleten 48 o
bt merer 14 on e aor 30T foreo

they will nnt ba
Tell sl my red

4 Iy

harmed, bot they will ba profocted, by the A
brothers o Témnin Wt prace !

Tour brother

Sem Houston

Atter the Cherokee were unable to get any land grant from
the government of the Republic of Texus, Chicf Dewles again locked
to Mexico, He saw en onportunity in Hie promisca of Viuceate
Cordove, the Mexican revolutionnry leader, Bowtes even we
far &3 to permit Cordova’s forees to operate for e in the grea
occupied by the Cherokee. When s foroe of militia under the mm
mand of General Thomas J, Tousk, moved to Rowles!
August, 1838, Cordova ueaped nts Mexico nnd Bowlos deind. .rw
connection with the Mexi ove eontinued o agitate in
Texs, and when on May 14, Jaa-l Marwel Flores, 8 member of the
Cordove group, was Killed' near Segmn, decumeuts were found

whi
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OMaf Bowles o) the Tasas Obaroker &

which gave seme evidence that o possible conspiracy wan going oo
petween the Mexieans and the Cherokes. Mirabeau D. Lamar, who
besuute president of the Republic on December 10, 1898, charged
ihat Chicf Teowles Jad seeretly collaboruted with Cordovad!

Texss historiana for some time have argued that the doem-
ments found o Flores, which did propose a sort of alliance be-
qween the Cherokeo and 3 i ot elthough
they were addressed to Ohief Bowles. Heudorsor Yoskuts ain-
(i (bt the Mlexican leaders only had a slight segusintanee
with the Checokee® Walter Prescolt Webb nazs * there ia & leck
of evidence Hint the Cherokees 4id more thin lsten with Indisn
Jolitenens to the warlike proposala of the Aerissn agents.”™

Lamar folt that since there was & pussibility that the Cherohea
would give truuble some sort of military Torce should be kept in
the wren the Cherokee occupied. Sousetiioe In April or early May,
1839, v 1. C. Waters was ordersd to construct a malitary
arelbo i Cre Great Srline, situatad in the exirere soathmest part
of present-day County, which was i (erril.ury ul.imed b,
the Cherolkes, Chisf Bowles warned Waters tha
ustablish Hie post would be met with force? Tha artion of Chiel
Dewles was rondemned by Fresident Lamar, He wrote to the
Chiershee chiel

X have learned with muel aurprloe, that yon have ordere]d Major Waters
#row e gront Suline, In this, 500 Dave coWmUtEd aU trcor. Thuk weficer
was artlug wider Lhe nuthorlty and orders of this Government, and any ab-
Yoog o0 TOUF fATL, €NUET 3 Gict OF [hreata T3 IMpeds Lbé $Eauikion

n duty, vunoot be regurded by the Executlve In anp other tighi (han as
outrwgs apon the soverelgnty of tha Katko,

M. B Lamur o Colunel Bowl and other Head mven of the Charokess, May
’“5’3'“3‘““‘ i hin A ” Ty Firn Seidement
endcrnan nukuu wtntes i hiy Hiseory of Tesas jrom Fia

e dion 19 the. Duited Srates tn 1043 {New Yk, 0553, ol 1
& ered from thoe documents, lound on Flares, pml pild
ol SHto ey e ey e e poSecn e i Mnlm i
3 bave botore me the griginal papern sent 1 nalizn: they arp direried 1o
Seour Visg Mas, Gelo de los Charaguia — “5. m"rﬂuml:camndv '
ceoarkalle, i the alleged opreny [ eullcd, that
e kour, T Tttt iy Whas o d a
ey donl, o o s’ wus st arnusiance i
cxns Agagers, p. 53 Sam
et CLeE A .pa e comping

Saw peopee. by ith
mn{ ‘e Tetir e T it e b e ot

“I . Sldney Jehmaton, Secret: the President ol Lha He-
h[lm ovembete T35 in Bt Tl Touniof e Forsh Eongroan VoL

B30 Lamar 1o Celgnet Bort amd ot Haid . of ts Coucbes, Mo
6, 1839, In Lomar Papers, Vol 1%, g,



) Caronicier of Oklakoma

T.swar had never bean Ericndly to tha Cherckse, sud & part of
his program called for their removal. He had amiounced in hia
Tirst. inangural addross that his policy toward the Indiang would be
direetly opposite to that of his predeoesmr, Sam Housten, who was
beld ko bave been 100 leniont. Lamar told the Texas Congress snd
wrote to Chisf Bowles that the repaaval (ol the Cherokea)
s contemplated, i certmin 4 diceovery of documents of
Flores pare President Lamar uu excellent excuse to demand that
the Cherokee be expelled. The thrests Chicl Dowles had made
against Blojer Waters nod the murder of soversl Fast Texus
families blained on the (herckee ineressed the demand Jor she te-
Swaval of the Cheroked. By Jnly, 1690, a skawilown belweon the
Tesnus and the Cherakee ook place; the Texunu ware demanding
diat the Cherokee leave the Republie,

¥arly in July Jobn IT. Reagan, along with the Jodian agent
Martin Lacey snd iwo othier persons, tock s commnmication [iom
President. Lamar and presented it to Chiet Bowlea. The Gherokes
Leader was fularmed of fhe depredations ehwrged
wan (old (he Indians must leave the Republ
would, but forcibly if they must. Payment would be made to the
Cherokies tor property they iiad Lo leave, but no paymeut would
e mady for Mhe tuud. Beagan descrinos bia first meeting i

owles -

Towles then defeuded the rights of Ui Clierohee to the land
End reminded the Texans that  treaty signed at the time of the
Consultation had promised the Iand to the [ndians. Chief Bowles
then asked that e bt allowed tife to consalt with chiefs and lead
mon before muking a reply to President Lamar's combiuuisation.
It was agreed that e second weebing be held

a few deya,

A splendid aecount of the seeond meeting with, Bewlea
Ty Reagan
On the day nppoluted, Agent Lacy
el
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Bia altuation. He to 5 1!

d Bir. Lae
Bead mé in (o woaiel thal i 3000 e
o were In the o e o sat, ovean Wramest med Bl i oot

e, p
 Rouga, "npn\m.. of the Charekms from East Tesan” Qowmery of e
Fems Sase Hisunical dsociiten, Vel 1yt 1 Culre 16577 wo. o,

W ikid, pp. 4
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eliered they could Wl Ehe Whiled: thal e st the e

og men
Lt 'hnmls ity ien, i ; rould co Ghem, 120 peara
tle ot Hr_ Tacy It netion on e resieucs demang
sipouid olll hl penple could ale apd gather thelr crope:

uu Incirmuet bin that o e oo ey or discietion beruad sehue
mnicatlon Trom e Prosldent Tho langkee of Chief

ros o ik, the wHies wagk]
foed to TIRt, ki onu eopi ool W11 Mac T
s people 1  JouE e, a0t e el 11 Lo be Wk duty Ly otand by thers,
wight

[ was atrougly Umpowed LY Lhe ...‘.m, bkl A TEANKILEES DDA wuador
incl hlef. Nellber coull read or write, exeept thmt Alr.
Taur eonld meclunledllt SIm Llé Gainc. AN dUPLUZ IhELF L3 oD
they aalitited n digully of bearing wileh wull bordly Tove besn excred
by the most onl ebLEUA UIDIONOtE. TueCe F28 00 Uiyt to decoive ar mia-
Wil mads by elther of thew,

Negotintions hetween the Cherolce and the Texana fell throngh,
and ont Sl 15 and 16, 1339, Chicf Bowles Lod his Cherokee for the
Inat tiwse i the baltle of the Neches, fought & few iniles weat of
Tyler, in ! proscat lIu:demn County. The Cherckee nymbered

bt hundred. The Texans, numbering &
aly five hmndved, were wnder the eommand of Wills H.
Eomiruny spd fncluded. Divid 8. Burnei, Alberl Sidney Johnston,
Thomas J. Rusk, Ettward Burlesn, and meny other persous prom.
ingnt in Toxns history,

Jveoutls of tas bacdle indioate hat Bowles made every effort

1o win a losing fight, De Shields says Howles “exhorted the [n-
an. Lo fight brasely. Liaring the last batle le could be repeatedly

heard encouraging them, and more than oute urging them to
shary Bowles must lwve been 8 conspieucns figure during
lhe battle, Major \\ m J. Jones reported that DRowles was
In-nunml on u very fine sorrel Iorse, with blaze face and four

e Toet, " owtas it toom for £he batile; be iad on *a sword

4o awst, s milltary bat and silk vest, which hud been given to
B0 by Bam Houslon,”i The couspichoug chief, aecording to
Aurder Fars of Tesos, p. 300. Acother socount of the battle

by 1!;; ‘gn;nd :n LW w.nL.....n T epresmions i Tordr (ARlty 1895,
Heney oy, Histe
a History of Teszs (S1. Louiy, 109218531, Val, T),
&ﬂ“ﬂw;wn cluimed fw Rever did gine Chief dowles the military fat Ses
B mgasrker fads), Wridogs of Sam Aouian, Val. 1V,
hel receivcd conriderable. alteation. : Do

25,1839, 4
e way canped. ol 1he A o
wecon hhc'“' Banles, and by nlm

[ Tewans
eve efeaied, and a pan of
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Reagan, “rode wp avd duwn iu the rese of hia line, vory avgg,
expoaed duzing the ealite battle.”

The Cherokes could mot stand against the Lirepower of 4,
soasoncd Toxans, Lhe power of the Texans forced 1be Cherolg,
to ratzeat ¥

““When ut Ioat the Tudiens retrcated, Chief Bowles was the
ot to ALtenipt to leave the battkefield. 1is horse bud been wwoungey
muny titmes, qud he shov through the thigh His horss wag gy
abled gnd eould go we furthor, and he diswounted wud sterted 1y
walk off, He wos shot in the back by Henry Couner, afterwangy
Major Connez [sit]; walked forwerd w kil and Jell, eod then

i ou facing us, and smmediately iu Zrom of
ged. I tud witnessed his dignity
to bis bribe in snStaining
their decision For war aginst lis judgmest, and bis courage i
atile, and, wishing to save lis lile, ran towards hioi, and, ss [
epproached bira [rom cuc direetion, my euptain, Robert Smit,
&pproached rom another, with his pistol drawn, As we gl
Lo him, 1 asid, ‘Captain, don't shoot bim,’ bul aa I spoke be fired,
shooting the chisf ir the head, which caused istant death.

Auther person to witness the death of Chief Dowles wes O, X,
Bell. On July 27, 1885, Bell wrote the Following to W. N. Bame,
editor of the Temon dnnual
Jp 0t e w pletars of clit, b's sonfls wlth the Iudlen el o
dhien pou will %9 the meptabl I represeuted on boldlug Lbe chief by
threat, and uslng By awotd oo B, This be coplalaly @ fancy abetch, o |
wad Witk Capr, Smith w x 12 sart occarred

tl

tod Bolew and nething of

“Uniler iLe clrcwnstonces the Capiuln win soupeld ¥,
ukioot him o tho chlel JIa Net surcander, nor wak for
P18 Thstol ik nt i oad and of courss T o

Smith was probubly anxious to kill Bowles berause bis foibe
in-law Josse T. Watkins hud oen killed by the Cherokee, Aceortios
to tradition Bowles was Jeft on the buttlefivhd as be lnd requested

i ar Tty ncided » b whih, Bures Sl Sur Hiogton ad il
1o, Chlel Bomles. ~Lurbeson vent tht bat MeLeod, adjumd goaery
with & request that it be lorworded 1o Houston. A 3t vamed eul Houston 199F
incldens a8 & i i d 8 ceanlution inte Congzo, lawer T
drave, that bcLeod b din i

i e
wpirode. On Juoc 15, 140, the Teon Sendael s Avitin cammenitds "
Teaion 10 K bat, however, wa woldd siale thak it war ~af prrseated 1o the 3
4 Mleaican bat snd waa gresemcd 1o him hy mn 46!

i 1o he ceceived the cnanmiimian of Gelonel in the 6

exico.
43 Reagan, “Espuliion of the Chernkoes from Exxt Trxas® furteriy
Tezu Stale Hisporical Azsociarion, Vol 1, Ko, 1 Lluly, 1897), . db
* Wm. Hea) Ramey (e}, Tesion Anncal (Auatic, 1686}, ¥ol, U, Ko 11 ¥
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A wesspapes uceount, reported thal. “Some rulo chapa seaiped the
gour ¢hict after his death,'™

After e butcds Captain Robset Sraich ook Bowle's sword, the
otz given to Lim by Sam [Touston, and presented it to the Masonie
e etermon, Townet o Gotonc] Swes FL. Jobes Guzing the

I War, the sword was alterwards returned to the Masonic
loee, where it remained witi] 1890 when 1t was presented to the

rokee Nation o Oklahons.

The expulsion of the Cherokee in 1839 constitutes a tragie
episode in Texas Indiun relotions. History will probubly not fully
jnstify the mensuren adopted by the Texina aguinat the Cherokea.
The fack thit the Chiroliss lands wrs coveted by the s doss
oot justify the removal and destruetion of the Indiaus, It i
Swsay, Wowever, to. pear.in aiad that the Texaon wers faving T
diny warfare ot the whole westorn frontier, The Olorokee in the
eastorn part of the covntry could have been s serious threst; the
pupers faund on Manuel Florea bad implioxted the Cherolree in
racy against Texas, Also, the Cheroker most probably wera
quitty of the murder of tevoral East Texas families,

11 the cxpulsion of the Cherokue it eonsidered a tragedy it
may be said that Chiet Bosles waa the bera of the whole cpisode.
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