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ARTIST MOLLHAUSEN IN OXLAHOMA—1853
By Anrizl H, Wright ond Georps H. Sairk

50 thore was published in Lendan the English transtation of
the Jnumw of the artist whe sccumponisd Licutenant A, W. Whippla
on tiie 1853 Pacifie Ruiltoud Survey weross Oklubems, the venowozd
Balduin Nakhansen ing its wide popularity at the
c‘::.: the Jonrual liag never heon Teprinted, and copies of Lha Lendon
«di

u:
a]l hve been rdited and re-published in Oklahomm, The official
ple Report appeared a3 Yoluoe 111 of the official Eoyerment
of reports on the railreut cxplorations, and has been edited
ve-published by Dr. Grant Foremun, Tioth the Brst hand Lidd mm
Whipple and the dinry of Jientenont D. D. Bronley, wmpplu
quatteriaster, have been yublished in The Chronicles of Okluk:
By presenting oow the Milllznsen Journal, ps fav a9 is kuwm, the
ayete is ermpleve,

Traveler, mrtist, suthor Heinrich Balduin Mallhsusen wu born
near Bann gn (he Bhing Miver, Germany, Jamary 27, 1825, tho son
of the Prossisn artillery offiser, Heinrieh Mlllausen and his wife,
Elisubeth Burenosse von Tulkensiein.  Ealduin's eduesiion at the
Gyemasinm of Bonn was cut short when he wes fouricen because
of fuwily financisl roverses. He tried farming in Pomorenia, snd
Inter suw nulitary eervice in the Austrinn nrmy during Ui Revolo-
tion of 1848, \Vlmlzr wst brouglt him to Amm. in 1849, mnd be
v Iad ll\e roving lile of & lhunter’" jor neacly two years in the
River region in Ilinois, Wheu His l(uynl H.gmm, Duka
P.uj 1\' um of Wurttemburg orgunized aed sat out tn A etier
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editiot. to the Rocly Mountains in the summer of 1851, he gnnbed
Mpllbavsan’s upesial Tequest to seeompeEy him, They xpericheod
‘many difficnlties bot renched the South Pluite River region in what
is pow western Mebrasks Jate in the fall when forther travel west
“wns hlocked by Ritacka and thrests by war band of Cheyenne and
of Ogallala Sioux Indinns, The Duka snd Millausen were mow
Joteed 10 turn beck, and set out alone tiraugh wild country for
The Blissouri River and Fort Kearney ‘hey suffered in torrible
lizcards, sUl their horses died and the Luke foll il on the way,
The two wen had resigued themsclves (o deslh oo November 25
#heo & mailstege from Fort Loramis eame by. Only after Joog
entreaties was poom allowed for one more passenger on ibe alveady
orercromded stage. Whicl of the twe was to be the pessenger was
left ta the toms of n coin. Chance decided in favor of Uw Duke,
Millbansen was mow left alone in the wilderness but ulter muwy
‘weeks was Livally vescued in o half erazed mul starved condition by
e mendly lnnrl of Oto Indians who tock him to their Vlllnge and
t0 heallh, Dicllkansen later wroie of his Uto Friends,
" emorita of it Sl ba i pristla poisessi "
ued the Du.lu in

iy it
el b Yoara o come.” Many moathe latee, be
New

Back again in Qermany early in 1853, Ma)lhausen met Baron
Alexander vin Humboldt who besame lis fFiend and et 5L
aneen soon returned (o America with lellera of rece ution.
¢ join a United Stutes govtrament axpedition to (]w me Tle was
nssigued a3 topographer to the Pasific Railrasd Survey thue crossed
Oklghomn under the command of Lieutenant A. W, Whipple, and
was alio commissioned by the Smithsonian usittion o serve gs
antuealist oo this expedition, his talent as an artist Loving a large
Part in these appoiniments. It wes on the Whipple Mxpedition in
the snmmer of 1850 that Molhasen dissovored and sollesied miny
zoaltgical specimens demcribed later hy uoted ecientivts in their publi-
cations, He sisp made meny benutiful sketches of scenes along the
way, and took notes for the Oklahoma esetion of lin Joirnal preseuced
bere in The Chronicles.

A year Inter in Berlin, Baron von Huwboldt provajled upen
King Frederick William 1V

Libzatica in the roal residences around Potsdam, a position that Iio
beld nntil his death in 1305. This fertunate appolnlmenl— gave the
youlg man somfort and leisore whish he henecforth devoted to
"ﬂhnu He was one of the most prolifia among Geinun writers of
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his time, the “'last grest exponent of teansadlenlic ficlion in

which he always cxpremed his warm admiration for
au people and Heir achieverments and institutions, Mgl
bausen produced in sl 175 volumes, many of Ihem novels hased
upon liis Urrilling adventures in Awmerica yel ons of his finest works
is hin Jr)nnwl gt puhlmhcd in Germun. Barka, Mollhaysen's bi-
oprapher, has said of him: *“In view of Wis splendid portreyals of
Indian and ploncer m'e, ol Ly virtae of the bigh curacter of b
mnnvl‘]s‘ there s name who desersts 40 ek the title of ' Tho
Germa

"Thus, Millhausen carly in life cune nnder the influence of
Baron Alesaader Yon Humbeldt, and the two remained at all timea
Witliout. doubt, mueh of Mollhansen’s interest in
the North American contineat nnd lig mapy books en American
Lifs were inspired by vom Humiboldt, the latier livsoll writi |
the “‘T'zefoee™ for the Journal, The,
on Hymlicldt (o the development of Nurth Amecica are e;umm,

ut are cven more enriched hy (e inspiration thel wemt into the
Mllbausen Journak.

the Am

By Hie carly 1850% the sublec of o trans-continntal railroad
was ohe of great prebecuyition with the American people. Ench
section of the eowntry had itz own special rearon why such & projeet
was of importance; bt the cllmnr becama ooe of greal politieal
signilicance, Sentior . H Penten wes o fizdeas advocate of he
subject; and wrote or talked of the *“Great Nalional Hig

S1Lhy wrld red or Tiaten.,

Congress responded by the ack of March 3, 1853 (10 L §. Bta.
219) and gramed $150,000 to the Seerctary of War for use in makiog
surveys of possible railroad routes from the Mississippi River to the
Pacific

Jefferson Davis wis Uieh Secretary of War, He decided upn
three surveps; the northern route, fo be surveyed by luses L
Stephens; the central route, inkended as the d-me line to Sen
Tranciseo, by Captai J. W. Guanisen; and the southern routs, the
ome atross present Oklaliona from Fart Smith west, to be sarveyed

isutensul A, W. Wiipple. "The Whipple party, l.llhuugh elected
in Washington fron smimg gt number of applicants, did zob
wtnally caenhle cumplote until the expedition wae Tezdy to leave

ort Smitl.  Varions members of fhe party joned Whipple at
different stops clung the road; snd Millkausen reached Trttly
shead of Whipple.

The Millhausen Journal ia different in style than the Whipple
and Stln.lry diarics; and combined together they provide today &

e Deiin Killbcses” Dismry of Ameicas Biagraphy (New
Yorky 15505 Vol R 5

Fay" to
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most completo record of this Famoua cxpedition. Whipple uetrally
Tecorded techinical maltors sinl exact sciem fw otmervations, i
Mollhausen dcmmd i xitetion htereat
and to his impress ong the trip, Splcu limliativns have re-
quired, that here ontions of the OWlEhome soction be deleted, bt 1
those instances tha edilors have limiled thoir dolstions to rela valy
unimportant effusions and reporls of conversations that Mollbanesn
had with others along the routs.

The ﬂkllhnmn Hllluncul Secicty i cxlremely l'wrtum!a in
“ qwning n number of original Milllwuicn drawings and skotches, 2l
coming o the society through ihe genercsity of the wmppu Tamiys
The illustrations reproduced Lere are from this

We join Molbausen at Fort Smith and wull lravd with him
unlil he han erosged the 100th Meridian and left COllahom

THE JOURNAL

Fort. Smith, like ey other town in America, before it has
well omne into_existen: s (3 think of establishing railrosd co
Emietons.  In the wummer of 1355, when this raeoad fever b
renchied ils orisia, 8 smsll coupany under the commend of Lieut.
Gulonl Whipple US.5, met here o fhe aubjet of 42 undoricking
Do lem important. tmo thnt of morking oot a eniteble lins for 8
cailwey belween this pmnt and Pueblo de los Angelos on the Pacific
Qeean; by which it js proposed that the locomotives shall hercafter

=
w reach. For 4 long time this matter of the
on of & raittosd to (e Bacifie Goton bad beet 8 Favourite
aubject of conversation, os well a5 of more serjons debule, in ell the
westert selllements ; ng one of the pumerous liltle towos bad negtected
to Lurnisk, in theit Tewspapers, (e most cxhaustive proofs, Hwt the
live mvst sbwolutely rum tirough their district if 1uc adveutagen of

goud coul, emllm timher, and an adpireble supple of wuter were
nol. 1o be ¢

Forn wnildul'b]a (ime meetings had been held, resolutions taken,
deputations sent, from town to vrn the viewy of the lncality ab-
Slinately defonded, and even msintained occasiomally in pugilistic
enmumem and, finally the vernme'nt of the United States bad

thrae sever] expeditions, under the guidance of cngineer
°ffleen. and with @ suitable escort to travers: the ountry
in varjous ni-recuon., end report eoncerning the several advanlages
OF the proposed lines,

3Far 4 complete liav of the Millhasen drawin by the
D1 Chacs, Bk acniamd Lt ol e Fhiosl '!:leum e Chrnsicte of
L b M o iy
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The soulhern expedition, 10 which I belonged, had to follow the
u.m,.mh parallel of morth latitude, mmmcnumg itn labonrs st
vt Swith? The plan of op 5 best adapted E P
mv. was at length sgreed on, :wmd being bad to u.:
Fort Smith peapte that the line shonld pass through their town,
the persons who wore to carry the plan inte exunhw,—nnme]q
geologists, surgeons, botanists, estronomery wnd drayghtymen, twelve®
Dersons in all, were all therd with bag und baggnge, weggons, pro-
ruments and utensils of varicus plions | but thers
| wanting mules and Jaboneors, two wanty which afforded
o the § who offersd to
supply both, the first For eood pansent, tle Iaboorers for nothing,
and frernished mOreoveE 30 many cases with good recommendations.
The sotement lies 100 far to the weat to afford many opportonities
of getting rid of superfluous mules and unemployed lehwurers,

The mules of these regions are dearer than elsewhere, wnd for
the minat part &iill nnbroken, but they are strongly boilt of in-
domitable powers, of eadurance, end indispensable for 8 journey
through these endless western woppos  As for the workmen, l.hq'
are serong sturdy fellows, who, though encugh, and little
bom or in point of morals, ean tuen their hands to anything M

pired, know the dangers of a journéy of Hriy kind, and will
ngm if noed be for themsclves and fheir comrades’ seina.

The leng stay ot Fort Smith, which the mauilcld preparations
su fediona u journey vendered necossary, was employed by our
g andl jovial traop in the enjoyment of full manmure of all the
clchgms whick here, on Lhe fromtiers of civilisali u were abuut
soun to ronounee for o long & period; and Lo inbabitants of the
little {own consequently found mesms not only to obtain some
peewninzy profit from. their guesis, but slse to shew themselves in
1he light of Iricndly lhosts, who, € 3t Wers ooly For u.g

deserved o have a Termi They on thelr parts were glad to haep
in good Jwmour the men who were to Lelp them o IImr railway;
und 80 it 8aMe 1o piss that we were averwhelmed with caresics &
coaxings, aml halla end festivals given in cur hanoor,—a eourse of
poliey to which we smw net fhe Least cbjection. We Iind guertersd
obrstlves with & Mr. Rogers,) formerly a major in the m.hm. md
now, i the chacacter of bolelkeeper and ¢hief authority in
Smith, reposing on his laurels; and we found ourselves erhzm'l!
sontentod, and Well cared for ata charge of two daily dollars & head.
In the evening, when the tropical heat hed given tway o a pleasmt
uoo'lnm, we Were oure to find & merry party of guests wwemb

H

T 9Tha suroey atorted (rom “Camp Wilkn™, & temporary bivouse estubliched by
the pariy # few hondred yands snutls of Fr Sm

“The (welre are named and their dutics desndled by Fhingle,

8 5¢s footmones 14 and 20, ibid. pp. 245 aud 268, for dLnann <f Copuain
Rogars and hin boatelry,
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round fhe old gentleme, who satered futs ol thetr joben, und 114
of many & hard fusile that he had th hastile Indians in his
yownger dpn, and erkarlod S v Zellows Ta onergy and pore

n the work they were mbout to undortake. My boyh,'
G 3o have & 1008 and danzerona Soutaey lefors you,
keep a gaod heart and find out B for the raily o Cali-
fornia: #nd when yon have found it don'l. forget that you Ate not
without friends in Fort Sniith, Who will show themsrlves mindful
of the trouble you hawe taken. You come bnck (hix way. ['ve gob
land enomgh hireabouts that will be worth » thsand tines wlat it
6% 13 when we have the tailrand finishod, and if Yon like to come
and gettle in our {own——a thriving oue it will bé thea—Y'0 giva
every ond of you & plot for building on tht yon may choos for
yourselves.” Vi

These plessent Eestive nights t Fork Smith were, liowever, soon
a6 wn end. I ordor to necostom oumsclves to n camp Jife and dis-
cover practivally any defret there might be in the cquipment of the
cxpedition, while it wns still possible 1o supply it, we determined
to toke 4p our Abodé pra 2am. in « frest clearing not fur from the
town, and pitehed omr tents mecordingly in & spot® prolented from
the burning rays of the son for the greater parl of the day by the
overhanging hougha

The party, including a military essort onder tho Enmmand of
Lietenant —Johng, 3¢ consistcd of nbove seventy persol d the
whals crpedition wis under the mders of the engineer, Li ensn
‘Whipple, 2 man who had airesdy distinguishet himself in_similar
i aod to specit united the.
advantage of purticulurly plessing manoers, which inspired eon-
fidence in all who wpprosched him.

Ta & very ghort tima we were all qnite reconciled (o our new
mode of life, and by the time the charm of novelly way worn

o, il 3 T,

sicen_heer romably espopmarlesl, mads in
Pl S Lo Al Pt i Fourtch, Whipple
e The mar e o venans b M T, 2 Iofonenc o . pued
Feport of the Pucific Rilrond Survey (Reports of Eaplarmions ad Surveys, Vol
n Licu me Tom Fort 0 e

.
Whigple roporiicg him s Havlng been one who “eonil o the mecens
E:sj'a'" opsrhllene” i bis etter Vo Stcretsty of War Jeffersa Tt June 50, 1858

Liwtenant L Jobm M...»..n Jomer. u s in, peatusied from he
i

of Vi
Pumu Jllly 1. IR He waa ranumisaianed
Brevs S Eims 50 Iy Juby 1

try. enme
imoned 2ud Litar, Al 19, 1845; e Mt T Jw, d volned Hay B,
He nmnmm.mnn] Drle. Cen. in the Conlederate Staen Arany, m 1861,
Sifled in peion, In the Boule of Sparmsivania, Virginds, o 15, 2064
el B, T, Hisietea Regiotr acd Ducionary o1 vhe fimied Sarcs Army
Waskiogias, 19003, Vol T
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the power of hahit had come in to reconeile na to the Insonvenienom,
small or great, which are not easily scpatable from a bivosre. One
sletpa well ¢nongh upon tie grownd when ont has no ditics, and
asorpions and fatantulas soon lose thir terrors; you leatn to bear
the heat when it must be beenes i you get wel, the rain eannot
penttrate forther than the skin; and brofled meat, snd black coffss
aweetened with maple mgar, mke n superh moal when there
rothing better to be bad

Ome of the most difticn)t tasks in the preparations for o journey
throogh thess ateppes is the Ireaking and shoring those animals, whoss
slrength and power of enduring futigne, even under a seareity of
food_and wnm, ia incempurably grester than that of the horse,
In situations where the latter, aven ihongh relieved of all burden,
cen scarcely drag along his exlmusted limbs, and mnst perhaps at
Last bo Teft beliind 85 & pTey Lo the wobves. the mule gots o1 patiently
bearing his bnrdon, and Fghting agninst the droadfnl enamy bunger
by the way, by eropping the withersd plants of the marshes, or cven
prickly bramables. But os the sirength of the horse end the per
severance of (e esa are io some Tnssure wnited in the mule, eo doss
be alwo wnile. hm own person shmest all Phe fanlly that ean make
eruble—timidity, nbstinacy, perversemess, eunniag,
ore the thun with which one hus fo contentt in them, rspceially
in the process of breaking; and tha difficulty in m-md when the
berd cansints of animals hitherto unacquainted with ong
who bave 1o make sequaintonce by weons of n ficree wu: unwng
themselves; and as many hava renally Tieen sold by former wwners on
aceount af ineurable vice, it ia often necesaty o have Tesonrse o
eevere yud even cruel methods (o subilve them. For this, which js
" Tight Iabour, the assistance of Mrxirans and Indiuns iz Almost

ndispensal hese people aevm to liave n kind of instinet by
whwh alter & very cwrsory inapestion of the herd, they ean find
out the Tost unmauageable moiitals and they make it theie
businer to catch them

‘The Arriero, as he is called, is provided with n long Jine or lag
snding in a novta, which he bolds in leose rings ju his right band,
and as poom As lie los made up kis mind which animal is to be his
vietim he gatops round and round ihe henl, now enxionsly crowding

gm.'hm- and watches for a favoneahle mement when the male ghall
e mament he hns done s, the Acriero whith
clu: lezso round bis ewn head, and then flings it dextercusly over
1hat of the shy mule, which rears and kicks im indignation ab the
Yogz of its freedom. Dnt the lassa is pow Tound his ueck, end the
more he struggles, the tighter it Lecomes, so that in a very short
time the exbautted creulure feels that if it does not mean to be
chaked, it Is necesssry to admit the cogent reasoning of his antagonist,
end he allows bimsei! fo bo drawn under a sork of raffolding, With
four upright posts, between which he has just caom to 8 The
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onjmal in then lifted, by moans of u eleverly eontrived toekle, ebaut
three feet Irom the ground, one of its legy ia atiached by leathsrn
hougz to each of the fonr posts, und beforc it ean Inok around oe
puees what 18 going 1o b donz, four smi ing Py with
tron and tongs have eompleted & work which, rven wilh A quiet
borse, psilly tukies ton times a5 Jong, At soon ss 1he shoes sre in
their placcs, the frightened creaturs is dclivarsl over to the wapgan
driver, the exhortations to ghedience are repeated, with Sllustralive
remarks, with the whip &nd the Jisso; the well broken ranles with
which the movies is hornessed sel him n pood exomple, and his
fita of rage become lesa Frequent, until, in o rehuively short space
of time, the nes male is declared Tit for servies, and wssosinted with
his gtready tame brethren,

The Juxnrisully wonded choves of the Arkensas, hevond the
point, where the Canndian. River Talle inta it, are ageeeably diversi-
fied by swall prairies, which fram time to time form openings i
the thick farest.

The Sogar Loat," the Kavaneqn,” and the Sans.bais menntaing
bouud restly paradisaical valleys, over which Nature has poured
out every Kind of lovoliness with ineshaustible prafusion. Tha
meadores, which are perfect heds of splendid flvwers, tempt the
traveller almost irresistibly to linger, or even thke up his abude in
them. They are ready Lo receive whntever eoed hie may drop into
their bosom emd 1o return him a theuswnd fold ; and the numerous
little mtrenms, whish comstantly refresh 1he soil. dispel the fewr of the
excessive heats of sumumer, and promier & jovFul harvest: while the
neighbouting woeds offer the settler hard hickery trenks for the
bennw of hin lop-honse, and slender stema ennugdi fnr Dis fences.
The Winter is here milder than in most of the neimhbanring regions;
for the impenetrable woods and the near monnteins dfy_the morth
wind und protect the tendetest germs from this enemy 50 dreaded in
Iem favonrad regions. Lvon the Red Sking were nob able to resiat
fmeh attractions. and when the envetos Pale Faces drove them over
the Alleghany monntaina and aeross the great river. the alrendy half-
eivilised racen of the Choctaws, Chirkasaws, Cronks, and Cherokees,
b0 bud left the grave of their fathers and (heir Tnating-gronnds
in the far enst, gave up theit ansettled nomadic life, and took np their
abode in these western regione In this new home they rowed and
Treaped, and learned from the graternl soil whnt the mimionaries hud
long preached to them in vain, wud wlnt the elfishness of their white
Deigbboure, who shamefnlly denied their capacity for eulture, hed
coustantly hindered tham from learning.

1 Mallhsunen 43 made n side trip 12 Supar Lonf Meusielo on Ty T, foor
i,

ke 16, Bl
louni Kpry N Ll i n n
Mosaats e . 0o ezt Oidhary e, howrn on Coryasl
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Fvery Indian is empable of civilisation, if only his first inteo-
Auation ta it is such as (h swaken confidones, and do awey with the
wistrust that hms existod for centuries ameng his people,  From big

nm avguintance with the Buropeam jniraders he hes been drive
b the country like a woxious animal, fying continually from
rogance of (e whites, aad often, through Uieir unpnnclglul
policy, emmzed in bloody strife with brother tribos, or wickedly
encouraged i Wik plans of voagennce for the thensamd wrongs in.
fisted upan him by e professors of 2 seligion of love, iu order that
they might aitain o cation for their own unchrictidn and
treacherons belaviour.  Ilow, wnder these circumstances, shoold
Be huve tewrned anyibing of the blemings of a peaceful settlement,

& cultivat & soil, and of a regvlar and orderly life?

Tt thare are, neverileless, tribes to be found, Who, withoul havivg
entirely renounved the cistoms or Ubs clhwraeter of their forafulhers,
Buve bectone peaceful eitizens, industrioun cullivators of the gronng,
and well womiluatsl, Losnitable men, the very amallest part of
morit aswredly s to be aseribed to the Ebropeans. 1t has bes
almost wholly the result of tha spontancons_developmenl of the
germa of evlure ond of ol mood, wiich, after long slumber, have at
lenzil buest forth under the least favourable conditions. It is
Qelightful 10 die traveller 1o go from settleonent o settloment Among
these Chioetaws anil Cherokees, and to find_himself everywhere To-
seivedd with gpen arms like an okl friend. Here the wanderer ool
have mo Fear of & rustling among the bushes, of the hising arrow or
e whistling teihawk. The ¢row of the domestic cock minglea
with the wull of the little partridze, aid the mosning cry of the
pomthier Lz heen long silent befare the barking of the homse-dog;
and where once was heard the wild howl over slaughtered ensmied
#ied Lloody sealps, you nos Hsten to the peacelul bells of the graziog
flogks and herds.

Here rre blooming farme which wonld do hanour ta & Em
ecttler, luxuciant erops, and a general prosperity thyt enables guch
of these sows of Natare & aspire Lo higher cullire 1o seek it in tha
Enstern Sintes. IIc sees the wife of the Indian no longer dzzmlui
10 be (e slave of her Insband, bus receiving the hononr duc to her
au i wile and 4 mothe,

These new dissiples of tion have lmmd fwm the whites
10 keop ne for honge am.'l fiotd )
receive from their [ndian masters more (,hrwl
among the Christial wlites. The iraveller nuy stek in vain for any
otlier (lifTerence hotween master and servant than such ag Naturt
has wmade in the physical characieristies of {he waces; uid the negra
in reparded 73 a companion und helper, 1o whom thanks and kindoes
are duc when he exerts limself for the wolfore of the household.
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‘Thess picturen of comtent and (omestie pescs owust mob, how.
aver, be spught for too near the seitlements of fhe whites, and also
not et the time when the government of the United States sendy

ark of tha treasuce, just Teceived, bhck ngain inta tha Lands of the
whites.

The mest sfficicot means for thi miserable purpose it of conrme
wgirowater,” A amall quantity of this poisan ia cnough ta reb the
Tndinm of Nis renson; and when ono of them has in the madnesms of
intoxication parted with what Le has berome posiessed of but en
hour hefore, and which might have helpod im to a eomfortable exiat-
enec in futire, the specululor, having ascertuined that there ia no
more money 19 be got out of him, drives bim witkout. merey froim
his door,

On the 15th of Juiy 1862, the expedition nnder Lieutenant
Whipple left the camp i Fort Smith, and_in secordemee with the
previously neranged plan, ermsed tle river Poteatt, which was easily
dons 85 the garrisn toat could be ised. (mee om the other side,
there was nothing for the long train af wnzgons to do, hut to follow
the road alung the wrshy bottilands on the sharp engle formed
by the Arkensaz end Poteau. The murveyors hed to purvue theic
Tahours in this crooked ronte, on which it war not pessible to deseribe
» lang straight line, sinee the thisk growth of canes, which had
inken the place of underwood benenilh fie high cottonwosd irees
and speanores, did oot admit of any considerable deviatioms from
the path we were Following, After n Eow miles, the road began to
tioe, and Indisn farms glimmered orewsionally between The impene-
trable masus of forest. The old zond, in laying out which the
endeavour had been fo avoid {lie more considerable obstactes, and
take advantage of cvery litile opening in 1lic woods, wes not
state to admit. of rapid progress with the waggons, Rooln of trees
and decaying trunks every moment arrests] the provession, and ainee
tre thick shule of the overhanging bonghs Juul prevented the drying
of the gronnd, the Just of the bwclve wamons {rach drawa by &%
males} bad to be literally drawm ot of the Tiud, as il from & moram,
Srarcely hud we reached the higher grownd on which the waggous
«ould roll sssily elong, and the hensts of burdei oltain A firmer
{footing, then the oppreasive heat was vari a tremendoua etorm,
by whith the whole cevaleade was thrown into dinorder. Thers waa
2 clearing near a Iarga plantation™ not fat of £ and alter the wapgona
Yed heon with some confusion drawn lither, we all hastened to
¥et the mules unloaded and unsaddled, so an to allow them to zun
Treely in & berd, and then ovarybody tndesvoured to find the
Brotection he eould for himsel. Considering Lhat this vaa our
1

Cimp 1. The f waa a1 Ring's Plantation, canl of Spira.
Seu tonan? J; The fint camp e a1 Ring's Plesator, cut of prese S
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dey of march, end that our party wes a5 yet scarcely orgmmised, it
will hot appear eurprising that iC presented at this moment a some.
what dolorous and at the rame time comi high spizite
of moet of u3 had gone down, in some eases very low indeed, and
one or twg tender youths had taken refuge under the wagpeos,
and were shutting their eyes frum Uic glare of the lightniog; others
who liked to display their | ood, na well ss |na really hlrdy
workmen, loy down v\rlppul it thoir blankets o ;

it might be observed timt while the workmen wnn fell 'El!ep. th-
gentlemen had to stuff their blankets in their mouths to keep th
testh from clutrering with oold, oceasioned by the therough -m.
ting they had got. The most cautions and prudent of the party set
about putting up & tent, and sfter many = viin attempt had jost
suceeeded nicoly in the unaceuatonied work, when ihe aky cleared
up, and the son Jooked lsughingly cut wpen the dreuched and
deplorable figurea.H

Some of the most practicel of the patty had nevertheless found
means to shelter themselves pretty enccessfully, by spreading tha
blankets over the bent boughs of o shrab, and then digging with
their k vet & ekl Tound ib; while their saddles plased 3 an in-
iun formed 4 surt of chair, on which their wespons
their pemm remained high and dry under their dripping eanopy;
the rain uoning oft though the shannal thoy had dug for it, and
the hrnched up oecupant of the bawer purening his meditations on
the bewuties of nature undisturbed.

Tn the meantime the black clonds had covered the whole
herizon, and enveloped the cntire lindscape in gloam ; the lughtmng‘
flesh nfter flash gleaming from all paintx of the comp
dazzling zigany lines, undl lighting up the dark masses of tha " oods
with & peculinr magi¢ splendour. The storm vielently shook m
topa of the highest trees, ns if i Tage at uov beng able to fi
entrauce_beneaili their dense vanony—beavy claps of honder
wncoeeded cooh other with only intervaly of a seeond or two, st
¢ient to enable us 10 ear the ronr of the distamt. grorm, the down-
ward rush of the rein, or the fall of tha decayed trunks of trees.
Juel ae the tempest had reached its climax, & glure of lightning, ae-
companitd by o desfening lurst of thnnder, struck the extreme
summit of @ mighty hickory tree—s crash followed, and the tree
was cleft Erom Lie top to the root,

The frightened herd of mules, whieh had been orowdied
enxigusly together, now dispersed grazing i all directions, sur
AT Fircs begun 1o eraskle nnd blaze, and every one lopked ont for
the driest and most eomforlable spot he cowld find, in which &
pase the night, snd gain new strongth for the morning’s mazoh.

*Whipple cococds the. evenis of thp wmy vioem, id, . 341,
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At the distanee of sbont 2 mile frum the river & roed runs
through the valley of the Arknusis, o far as the Choctaw N
Agency, sbout folrizen wiles from Fort Sniith.¥ The
soeanionally crass L are oaly those made by the Indins, with one
exacplion, namely, thut of & bye road which strikes off five miles
bg[nre you et 1o the Agency, and runs Lo Fort Koffea [sic) on the

kansas, and Lierice again i a straight Line to the Aganey, affer re-

quung e i rond, whicl here crosses o brond prairie, The
bys rosd Joads entirely theough the forest, which here ussamen
ite a different eharaeter, connisung wiolly of dwark Dm od
the “anderwoud being replaced by luxuriant grass

Northward from the road u solitiry bill of umglﬁm!rltq Tisen v
hundred and filty feet from jts bese; it is but scantily wooded, and
wifords from M3 sumimit & fine prowpect over tbe velley of the
Arkunsas, to whers, near Van Duaren, the hovizon is bonnded by
mounlaing,

Tha most nosions | lnd. polumnm sniraals of the whole region
seem, howeaver, to de s bill their headquarters, Just as
Fou reach the top ¥ , ur]mpu, the copper-head anake, rolled
up into & ball, but slrelehmg his head towazds you,
tongue out, and stuming to weasure the distancs Between ki
the fareign disturber of hin pence, while preparing fur a apring.
I you LAREen to toll away a ctone from the place where it has been
1ying, you are sure o dind o whole nest of scorpions beneath it,
the lnrgeat about thret fuches lohg aud 1he smaliest scarcely par-
ceptible, but reising their tuils, srmed with pobsonous atings, in the
most hostile manver. As i) not quite pleasent company, you
maka byt a short stay on this hill, and a shoct time after you have
left it, at u sudden tora of the road you see old Fort Koffee lying!*
before yon. Tiia little fortross was creeted thirly years ago, a8 s
dlfenee agains, (he Indians, and named after its fomnder, the
American gevera] Koffee™ 1t i beautifully sitoated on a hill
ehout eighty feet Liph, thut rises wbroptly From tha waters of the
Arkonses, gnd on fhe landside slapes gently down; and the white
building gleams out pleusantly from ihe dark solare. After the

2 wan cutshlivhed July 19 nesr (s Choctew Agency, o location lter
ville, and nlter Civil War ns Osk Laodge, abour 5 mile and
Willza 3. Morsine Tt Sn

Jasuary B, 1815, As Prasident, Andm- Jackson appoinied Genenl John Cofien
o Mab Jbt H. Eaton U. 5. Comminsioncm whd made the Tregty of ( Denciaz
reck on Sememhr im-hd- rovided fur e remoral of the Chec.
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building of Fort Smith, however, Fort Koffee loat itz garrieon, and,
wa, lwelve FEArs ago, ransformed into @ missionary™® achool house,
and the tuldings erestd for o warlike plrposs hava sinta
heen turned to mesount for peaceful ends. Well cultivated fietds
af mpize and whent Jie elowe ronod the gerdens, in which negro
&laven &re spmotimen diligainly at work ind sometimes loitering
Jeisurely sbout: while groups of darkeoloured ehildren at play
peep out eyripusly with their black eyes sk the pasuing wanderer.
The sthool i8 supported by the Amcriean goveminient, snd wnder
Ike guidance of n married dlethodist preacher.® On wn avecags
about Fifty of the young Choctaws are receiving their edusation
here, and a similer institation for Wit & Tow years ago v
teblished ncarer to Uve Agency, i6 wew upparcatly very pros-
perors, aud producitg good frulk. Tha way f ion (o the
Ageney lesds along the side of 5 spacious p S0metinies eross.
g parts of the grassy plain, sometimes culting ¢fl small tracts
of light waod, and at Last, wheén neue the Ageucy, curning into the
deep forest, when nfter provecding for a short distance you come
again upon Gelds of maize nnd wheat, the log-housts, sirrcunded
by Hlourishing young fruil irees, which dtnoince the commpienee-
ment of ¢ Indian Losn’

Tha town itself consizts of u kind of broad street, formed of
Iog-houses and gardens, aud does not. differ much n appearsuce
fron meny other thriving villages; Indinos, Negroes, aud Eare-
peaos are scen neving about—<omestie animals of all sorta enliven
the farmynrds, gardens, aud strects; the sound of the threshing
méaching is beard, anid the regular fall of the aniith's hatimer npen
the anvil, and in general there i an appesrance of lvely industry

18T clacioned buldiog, wt an Coller wore resatred il in e other
1ed, tor et of Fart Coftee Ac for Chine:
¢ Choolsw Cer
af the M

by wm ions prow

Ao wan opartel uikr i

opened for wrudes un Tsmesry . 1 e Chuet

m Crraniios of Bufhorma Vot S No. 0 W e

cuted By 8 #hoteh of “Forl Koffee achog! by | u i haeen Conigiral skeich in
Whi le Collsciion, QIES) 2 .
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i ml G g ia eharee ol the Heshon 1 Enevpal Chine
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sboat, the placc, called by the Indians Heito.towee [1], tut by
the A populztion Seulleville [Skullyville] or sinply tho
* Agene;
In order to protect the Indisus from the oppresviona of the
5, aud transact thair affuirs with the government of tha
Umlud Statas, 15 well 09 to meintuin the interests of the whites
Ttinned hrmmu. agents Lave been plaved among
¢ geoerally becoue the Louiders of
8 welslement. Not only alio, are willing to sottle
b therr neighbourhod; e lutter F concea with % viow to pain,
und to being always af hand wil 0ds for barter, Ju this n er
arose the town of Seullevills [Skullyville.] The Agency, wids the
buitdings vetessary for cattle-broeding wid agricslturul purpom,
lies on & little strenm, or Tather pri, I gusbies gut from the
york, and incruging With evory step, lusuons towards lho AT
kanshs, bevween which Tiver und the Dotean the Ageuey is oqui-
digtant,

A aniith’s forga and s0om made their

and before long well managed farma, surrrounded by beautiful
orchards and cor s, and the Agency beemoe Lhe rendezvous
of wll the industrinl population of the country g3 woll as of the
vagabond Indian. The want of an inn was soon Iell; for the In-
dians both men oracn were now ofien unaceustomed 1o
ing on the ground in the opan air, and g smull boarding-house loiped
to render the little town complets; and there may Somstines be
wcen alighting at it Choctaw gentlemen and heir Pamilies who
have been to visit their daughtérs at school.

Altksugh the Tndinn population ia of e acepstomed to
with wliites, the ot o with its
tiracted a greut deal of e espeeially os we
h ous exnup nesr Scullw\llln itly with the
intcntion of making u stay of some days, It llﬂ]:]muml alss, that
8 council of Choctaw chiefs was being held ot the same time, so
that it was no womder i pesple Hocked to the spot Trom far and
renr, and that the 1w askuied its E4YSSt aspet. Men Aud wonen
Il appenred in their best elothes, which, tough eut in the Eurs-
pean fashion, exhibited glaring contrasts of bt eolonrs and
Ity Jantastic and wost unlastelil decorations. The samp was
the great. point of altraelion, and a5 T Lad set np a kind of studia
u| Iy tent, inany of the Indians eame erowding that way, evidently
ceuleling an the chanee of Luving their poriaiis takan in tieie
uplmdld full dress. Arrsngemonts for runming matehes, shooling
mateley, Horse rapes, dances, und especinliy for grand gunes of
hall playmg which are peciliar in Hieir kind, tame off with great
wond e in Uese few duys;

'nd vertainly p traveller mey esleem bimself fortuuate whe ar-
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rives at Sculleville at the tnic of a preal public meeting of the
5 fur hie may thon leorn in u slllrt time, from hin own
abaery of this interesting peopl re than he could gather
by mere mquiry Iess satisfactoriiy in n it longer petiod.
Chiristianily has foymd its way ko these people, but stil] mnny
of them rewain uttaclied to the Tuith of their fathers, which
ines themn Ue voatiuued cxisienea of (heir evuls after deail, ndin
in its tuuin points eurly the sums us thit of 3 Northern Indien
raves.

At the western ¢nd of Seulleville lies o emall warchousa
(with a somewhat mmd emndnr), which i 1he restrom of the
Choetaw oraior, nad (e open sky the ceiling of his hall.

Ou u magnificent summer evening, the whole maseuline popa-
lation of Seulleville was wsstmbled before his rostrom, and of
the camp of Licutenant Whipple very few were wanting. The
Tudians had wostly brought (hcir Wives with them, bui ihe
ladics were too wmodest lo upproael the Council, nd remained
EL 1 distanee; for altbounh the wivea of the Chortuwa have now as-
aumed senwetbing like tuair cightful place, and are oo Jouger slaves
to their husbands, ns mmong most yoeivilized nations, they are
themaelves rensounble euough to see thut the interference of a
single wowan in pelitieul affairs would sowetimes do mote than
the e of the whule (ribe could nuke good again. Tt will probably
e & lang time Lefore tho cmaucipation of the sax is to ba looked
for amougst Uie Choctaxrs,

The Limt orator®! who presented himsolf, thotigh p gzeat chief,
was no puinted and pluncd warriar. Me wore B cotion buntivg:
shirt of rather fantustic cut, o brown low-erowned Lat shaded bin
copper-colowred physiegmemy, e looked dusty, aa i Irom s long
ride, and his hoise, etill suddled and bridled, stood & Litcle way off.

Frou his first word the most breathless stillnsss reigned, and
every one listenedl with profond atienlion, even those am
auditors who were outirely iguorunt of the language in whi
spoke. T hod o time (or prepavation, bul be koew what Iu
wished to say; there gestures, or attempta to
excite (he passions of hix honrers, but merely a light movement of
the hand ocewsionally Accompmuyimg the most emphitic words,
which although wiered in deep gubtural tonss, were distinatly
andible to e wost um of the mssembly. He spoke with eapd
and frecdom, and wus plrr] urither by applause nor contra-
d ;oniy & unmnmom. Ticn 7 bolared 03 certain qnestiona that

U Rclertaot bt is to Clicl Comelin MeCurtain—See focinte 34, Fhipple,
5,

syton | The Fiopr soeei ofa Clien Ludience o o tpesker in o
JHhm ™ s, teme gl and smaht el 40 elamation
by

Ty cxpuasin s mor Tare Chariw, and o exidenly MGllmusesy ity
iy
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Jio asked, and when he kad ended there wea a short mnrmnr of e
merks azwong bis auditory, and then wnother orator took hia place.

The questions in discussion were, first, a propusal for running
the railroad across a guat of the Choctuw Land, to which it is
pruhnl:le et tho sireumsianca of our purty being encamped on
the epot had given zise; and, secondly, a changs in the form of
goveriment, 65 it had been proposad inat the power now distrin-
ted among several chicls should be delegaled to one3%

The judicial business is coudueled in the same mauner; and tha
Chootaws aze strict and fufloxible in the administration of justice.
The punishment. of denth is sometinses inflisted, in which case the
delinqueut is seated opposite his judge, crosslegged ou the ssmo
exket, i when he i conddmiied receives Lis denth by & byllet on
tha &pt

-n. sitting on the prescot ocession was prolonged to & lat
hore of the night, one epesker following snother without eny
interruption, and the sime atlsntion being paid to the last as 45
the firat; aven those who did oot underatand & word were not tired,
std the Efect of mere tone and gesture upon them waa auch, that
an American exelaimed, “I used to think English was the finest
language b the world, hut now T doukl. whether Oboeiaw does
not equzl

On m inlluwmg morning! gur parly way wgain dispersing
in small groops about the dark lorest pachs, for &k the expadition
wag now complete iu its numbers, it was intended chat it should he
6000 agein ju motion, in grder 1o approsch the grest prairies

The contompltied change in iks nulnl)a SF shisls mentonsd Inse way fuee
In & aew consdinion for e Chocla . adepred e
Tendon, mestng

<sor ol the Chaetew Nation “Geverm changed o *Principal
CRki ia » comitrian sdopied of Daakvule 5 19005 thin Jae i 8, toret
u- clow of Lin Chaciun gocommens when Oilaboms became & uate Io 1907, Jlow-

e Chocdaw eaccutive was a nucd Jn comverssdlon "Coverne:™ & a courtesy
o b alo lodnd k0 nevapaper 1cesnie

e was sl i ot wnkncu,

hs Choer ried belore w regularly ergeniacd
el Chacen Ko 1 combmrol b wuler perehy 31 ity b ot
limed ta g0 tree but, under vhe code of henor, the copdemned Clioctare ‘retumed o
ihe ey Mt ln b ‘excomlon nhich wes sl socking by = Tibehomcann o
Wpexinl ollicer ied by Ube vour,
Hin Juy xn |hs porty beit Skullywilla and mored teo miles wen 1o Camp 3.

st fioe mic 10 he ik, ~ots Clmp 4 Wilaaier lenid
dled sartie new aprcien of [inh Bee Inatnate M, pl
Ml Eovek, @ Loaach of thn Sua o e presan kel County .m waaiem

Le Flore Covpt, wos asened tows. bacaoss ot il chare by, bortahea. of o
Dasiy sy Begutifl dur, snorod e by Liu. Jone at G T Sumley,
9. G, p. 260 deaeribes tho inclden
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by ensy marehos, and so, while aceustoming the men ond animals
ed for the privations
they must expeet in 1he inunense and often wrid steppes through
whish they would have to tvet, The furdier you go from the Po.
teau, and the nearer you sppraach the Sens-bois Creek, the ghter
become the woods, and the mare frequent the pleasant greem
prairics; bore and there decur cunges of hills, in the neighbourhaod
of which Le country luses ita fertility; the sundstons lies near
face, the upper ridge of e mouninins congiating of strata of sand-
mne Tying £rom soltlr-esst ta north-wost, In the woods some cedars
re Lo be found, but chiefly oaks in such emuzing variety, that, jt
wuull] aot be aiftienl§ to <ollect Zrom Eive snd twenty to thirty dif-
ferent species.

The eountry ia Tich in springs and streams flawing towards

the Sans-bois, wbich, proceeding from. the south-west, pours itzelf

into the Arlkynsas some miles below the mouth of ihe Arcadign
{Canadian]. These watsrs are gnod for drinking, and swarm

Lsly the majerity of wiich Delong 1> the virious upecies of
amotis.®

Near the Sans-bois mountuing the read winds between g chain
of rocky hills, where a hesvy train oan moke wey but very
slowly, and whoever is in possession of a pood muls, tired of the
creaking of the Waggens and the orpotiul eries of the muls
drivers, is Fain to seek a pnth for himaelf, even at the risk of
losing Iis way, especially a3 the risk s nol great, the woods being
light, and the meadows that a0 Imqutntly interrupl them afford-
ing the traveller auch a wide prospec is not difticult to
find the brack of e waggous syain, ilmuhl ha lose it.

“The Genersl Rey e Dooluy of the Smore) Puciis Raikyed
Beuar puihed in v .m ;..,.. ), . hepomn of Eapunatans ond
sliest the hosndiess

many sulogical b mm. o el flgd and ik, ke on o Sreveia

srdiine. This remarka ‘man s lisve Ginhed 1 al"the wocuma akng.the

way i Oklabamma, Lesinming on o

San Boi and [ g
o s o

estor ol muny diflerens

o St Eva

T
The mimlibe !uh utmm; Bamilis)

publishcd in Vel
caught by MlNausen near Rack o bere: deecribed wnd illew
lie” onatne II‘LlIe . | engracing

13} o e s i Mu by Mall-
it greties caugh by

|.“.| Tk, " nat on i B Kennesky,
il on :w‘mu,E" La.r-.uv.m;a.
e Fisilamen 1 . rolleclar of Tate. thon ity . Linds of
e e s o e Sur et of S L\w\ ,..CM..LJ.,.-
keet (p 21} and n yellowerowned heron (p. 333 frorm near Fr

Srvea b (. 331 Tound an ~Sacs Doy Crock, Choctan cunin




drtiss Mithauzen in Qkladoms, 155 b

In these little solitary exsursions, Lhe wamderer, besides
coning rmn time to time pon an Indian farmy, where he has o
ee of obtaining rural productions wy w small price, and
mezlmg thh little adventures, has often the good fortume 15 full
various scientifi¢ tredsures ; such, for instance, 15 the most
magtifal specimens of fossil ferus, in Che biks of snsll stregma,
pnn |nel|| liops of heds of coal visible ot Uit banks, or upon
of caetust? which seem 10 announce the wpproach to
l.he Florn of Texaa.

On tha morth side it is easy (o ride up slmost wil the bills,
but they are very wbrupt wnd presipilons on the noum w0 that
grent eare i5 required to descond these steep rocky declivities
without coming inte mueh eloser conlacl with the mnu upon

them then ib desirable. But prescutly from this declivity you
.,b...n such & wondecful view, tay you are coninually totipted
10 repeat the nol very safe desceni, I:y elimbing (e Lills ot various
poiuts, When yoy reach the rather higher platean which, on ac-
eount of a few erippled pi eived the nome of Pine
Orove such & lundseupe is opened to th ons mmst
indeed be dull und jmsensible w without 1o}
merely surprise but emotion,

The whls country of the Chuotaws lies there unrolled belore
yuur :yn, lnd loviing to the et whemee you bave come, ¥ou
Bee 1 time the Sngar Loaf o l.um on the borders of
he State of Arklnili and o low chain, reorcely distinguishable
in the borizon, passcs bebind the derk mssm of the Cuvunean,

which ara mek by the wotmtaing of Suns-bois, the highest pents
of which, due south from Dine Grove, mradually siuk towards
the west, aud lose themsclves in the Flul eounlry.

The grent valley, lying ths like & piclure framed in by blue
mountaing, i by mo means g level surface vavied ouly by the
distribution of forest and prairle, although that will oftsi eoiupuse
of great heauty, bul Lills und even mountaing lie scuttered
in gl dlirections, and the green prairics und drk woeds
are intersected by stresms and rivlers, the windings of which sre
tzaceable through the mendows by lie bushes ou their baoks,
szd through the forest by the decper geeen of Uhe trees,

E-

The traveller in tempied to linger long at thin point, for L i
vow on the frontier of & Tich und beautiful conntry, snd will
#cen find Rimself in one where is eye will search vainly round (he
borizon for some apot, oo whish it can reut with pleasute. 1l¢ hids

o Those e tmstindoty <uquinte, arlinal drsiop sod

M. B. Mgtlbsuren, in the Wlipgte Cellecibon, Cklahorsa 1
mpra,

Pian Crove oc Piocy Guew . hill, about ome wils frum Carog 5.

Whioglh also demeribes. i 1p deas Faceraa, Porkinde O, 340,

inga oF cacti by
ooty pel. T
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farewel] to the paradise, cuts his name on u erippled oak ¢o the
socky deelivity, easts 8 Tuig lingering glance at the Sugar Lol
ngw veiled fn mist, and then looks ubout cautously for_the beat
plues to seramble down, leading bis mule behind him. When be
getx to the bottom he tirns his fnee westward, the woods becoms
Jighter, ond le soon finds himsell on the edye of the prairie, at
whuse westorn exiremity ameng rome trees he hopes to find bis
companions with their tents alrcady picched

Some of the larger of the prairies, which lie apart frowm othars,
are often made the place of rendesvgua for thousands of Indinna,
who come together to Aty on their Ansient games, whieh are
coeval with the existence of their tribes, nd which will only be
forgotten when they perish. No metter how far they may have

advanced in civilization, the Indizn gentleman educated in the
asteru Stutes is 29 ready as the elill Wild bunter of the same tribe

pi
to mater the lists with unrestreined eagernesa for & grand national
game of hall.

As soon ns the Pine @rove sod the principal beights of the
Sans-bois monntaing wre left behind, the character of the country

s ealively changed, 260d ouly in the boltom lands, of on the
banks of small steoats, Are sirips of forest to bu wben, and small
lurps of treen geattered here and thers over the rolling prairie,
18 the Amerienna call it. Hitherto you buve been travelling through
woods interspersed with praitios, now thara lie befora you prairies
varied by oeeosional pateles of wood.”

Whew you come within & few miles of the Sm‘bma eresk,
however, you £ea signe of & more vigarous vegetation: you come
upon feaces, vorn fields, snd berds of cattle, and frequenuy eetch

& ghimpse through the trots of a lop-bouse. If you follow the rasd
mbﬁ the forul that forms the broad border of the Sans you
wiil heer, at almost every Lour of the day, the strokes of a smiib's
Jammer rnn- g hriskly avd regularly o the glowing iron wnd the
apvil beneath it, 45 loug ad Uie indUstTions cheecful amith ia able
o wield it.

Following the sounds of the forge, yeu find yonr way throngh
heords of eleck well fed cows and oxen, who ere reposing comfort:
sbly nerans your path, and are not 4t all inclined to allow them-
aolves 10 be disturted in the very plensant ocoupation of chewing
the eud; you come 500u 0 & clearing, and to tha paling of & famm-
yard, in the niddle of wl rises a Tough bt well.bailt log bouse
wme Indina childzen ere wallowing about befors the door,

= Camp §, July 2
= Cange 6 and 7.
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u honghty-looking tack is otmerving their procesdings, while his
own large polyghmous family ia picking up o Tiving about the yard .
a sleanly dressed Indian woman iz following hev domestis oect
pations, her dark earnest eyea contimwally turling to ber youngest
Garling, rolling there in the grass, soid lerge dogn are stretehed
out in the shade of a tree, and would enjoy completely the sweets
of idleness, were it not for the trenble of snapping nscrsionally Bt
& tirssome Fly. But unweeriedly the mighty hammer sonthises its
stroles, 80 that the Tittle smithy trembles again, and ibe bellows
drew long decp brouths.

Somghow the slar thst s beon sounded fiuds ies way imto
the smithy; bellows and hummer stop, and & sooty Tndian® ad-
nect to and extending his hand w friendly
ow do you dot' invites the tranger to_suter his abode, w'hlle
hin asistarit, n blue black negro, leaves the fire to ‘taka sare of §

1o welegme the Enexpected visit from a white man, [n the me.num
the train by come up tors make t'hmr appeatance one afler
anotber_at the Little Swrm, and begin to leok about tiem for
sggs, milk, butter, chickens, and such Tike d-mua. tor which they
gladly pny high prices, and the eyes of the Inditn woran sputkle
at the sight of cash, for already in her mind’s eve she rara the
v alufta and gay ribb nlooked-for windfall

will nnable her to procure. The Indian smith solls tha travellers
scme hend of enttle, & waggon-load of maize, and s even induced
withont much difficalty to secompany the erpedition a3 guide,

an far aa Gaines Creek, an the fronticr hetween the lands of the
Chootaws und Chickassws. The conditions of the bargsin are soon
arranged; the amith washes the soot ashes from his Tace,
amgathy his long black hajr—his stout boys saddle him s horse—
hin wife bande lim his coloured hunting sbirt, Ais puwder-horn,
end shot-poual tifle he takes himself, end after 8 brief Inre-
well to his family, end some instruetions to the nepro for the
<ight days of hin gbtence, mounts bip horse, procowds ta the head
of tha procession, and pursues his way withaut once looking round.

Oar bivousc™ or the Eirst night of his guidance wes te be on
the banks of the Sans-bois River, whiel receives ita waters from
1ha mountains of that name, and Flows for 4 tonsiderable time
in their vieinity, but it has anather source in the ongle farcher
weat, where it 13 joined by the G Creel™ and the eouth arm
of the Canadisn., Flowing then divectly towards the east, it com-
Iinueu smell up to the great turn, where it is joined by the weters

of Cooper’s Croek,™ a stream rising mear the Canadian, and
earzien them in & nocth.casterly dirsolion to the Arkanss. Liks

M Fraer, ln lmlnn ell\ ‘ mda Frmr or Frozie
B iney ives o ot desonaned B Ttk
4 Cooper Cresk bs presemt Beas
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all the rivers of that region, the Sanshois j& bordeved by lund as
well adupted m the purposss of the Errmer aa land cin bs, e
waters arc clear und holesome, Sowing mostly over pebbles, and
ahwunding to an estraordi ¢ is well worth
while in (he evening u ling while yon sit listening ta
the nocturnal kte in the fomt. the lond flapping of the wings of
the wild tuckey, a8 ho flutiers from houh to bongh, meeking
hig howse for the wight om the dop of some lofly tres, whils the
white heron qimownces his presence by bis hoarse ery, and the
awl utters his lollow shriek. L was busy drawing fish after fish
fe l]w bml. bot s rostling sownd in the busbea mear me made

ch y rifle, whieh I hnd Inying Teady, though only 1o lay
it o again and feel rather ashaimed of myself, for T hed been
formidatle smimal than a drake. Thers je
eat eange for glarm, for the Wild Comanche
is still far off, and the eall of tho sentinel fron the cerp in dia-
— aud what a gloriovs enjoyment therc je in this

Tn whort marches our proession drew nenr the sonTees of
the Suisbois, bt the almost vertieal mys of the burning Auguat
s made fravelling in the middle of the day very exhansting;
Dy the nfternson cvery one was langing intensely for shade and
w0l water, so that we gonerally mode 5t a rulo to get our creaking
train of wageous in motion soon after suntise, in order to get m
mch of the day’s march dome in the eatly hours s we couid,
The sandy Canndinn River, flowing ton mwiles to the northward
af oot roife. had not Pet been Wuelu-d P, and it was therefore
ugreed pmong some members of ay make an exeursion
o it, if possible &t (he spot whe're lhe Nnrl.hforl: and Southfork
Fnl into it nearly opposite one anvtber. A day on which oor party
wan to make n halt wea fised on fo¢ Ehe mirpose ¥

An 5060 66 we were within tws diys' journey of Gaines Crosk,
we pitdhiedl our comp® with rather more cate them vsual, in &
st lovely little valicy. on the borders of a murmoring hreok
and beneath the shade of lofty umbrageous treen; our while tents
gll'llmﬂd out prewiky on the frem green meadow guy with flowers
tended from our eamp to Lhe Foot of the neighbouting
\vuml mwncd hill. The mnles, freed from their hurdens, were
, or rolfing iu the cool soft grass to eleanse theic
Fontawd dusgv bodics. The luman part of the company was
scattered abont in groups, talking eheerfully over the Iittle acpur-
rences of the day. All at onoe, howevtr, it Was pereaived that
Bigelow, the hatanist of the sxpedition—a general favourite and

Sl nd Dr. Do mads o Wde e fo the Capadon om Augn I
= Camp . called by Whipgls “Sanis Rit
Sresa Gotbies i Fitebiry Coum
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by far the cldest of the party, was ngt rormcmmg The aged
doctor wa3 a pattern of wentlences and paf sy rejoic.
d, mever wmng w hars o henny laugh
ard, (quite conscious of hig own little
es, and quite willing thet others sbould awmuse them-
Uiem. He wes nol enly a zenlons botanist, but also
tic sportsmun, though it mnst be owned that his
thy lntter department were ol productive of as
souch prol"t s in the former, Tor he had nover yet &umcﬂeﬂ in
bagging acything bub a rautlesnake Ral.

which had rolled itscl up eonver to e ball, he ..\.mm
to hit after firing at it enly seven tinues, end his hullet wont thegugh
the hat in @ triumphant munner, sumclmly baving thrown it up-
on the muzzle of his pistal. To lis patients he was most kind snd
uttentive, and of his mule, he Made an absoluts spoiled ehild.

The good old dottar wwas fomedintely maissod, but theze was no
enesc for any serious amsiety,—and while we were still diseussing
the matcor this wey and hut, we honed s loud aice of the objcot
of our mnziely, oly nfterseards he emerged from the
{hisket drremg il bolore s Arieging A enocmous snake
bebind. “1lalloh, Dutehmin,” e ealled ot (that wuy the appelk
tion he had thaught proner to bestsa on the German naturalist)

—*Inllok, Dutchman, here’s something for you— n splendid
Spocitith of n tnakes* and with these words he threw ints the
citole & gigantic rattlesnake of the species with losonge shape
mazks, called Dismond ratllesnakes. 1€ was seven feet long, four
inhos in dimmeter, and had wide open jaws, armed with §_ for-
midsble Tew of poisoncun teeth; and mince, thongh it was desd,
it showed no trece of & wound, overy ohe Was curious Lo heor
the petount of fle doctor’s fight with the drugon.

After o ride of fifteen miles, througlh matshy lowlands, over
gontle slopes adomed with luzurinnt vegotation, across rocky
ridges on the havd atone of which the ironshod hoofs of our mules
aonnded Jike hammets, and where little Tures started From tha low
sak brushwood, onr reconusitring purly reached the Canodion
at the intended spot, namely, where the Nerthfork and Sonthfork
join it¥ The broad sundy bed of the river showed ouly some

The Soulh Fork uf the Canaditn Winer shuwn sn mape 111 farluted ihe
N Core. T
e v iy Vot Chveins Npon by m-m M
un Creek fr the Sumt Ferk of the G whigl,
is Tascher mesl in prewnt Pinsburs Counity Lanqunen Creek pa e
iain Canadian appasite the Morth Fork of ike. un-ﬁ.n nur old Rorth Fork Tomm,
Ceeek Hailn, v ppcvucly atlhentic maps of Okla’
bomn sy, the o River in dosjgnaied “Sout the Conndinn™
ot Bt et e e e SCarmpn Tt e main Sonadons an
disappeared or i beink bet exen thowgh enrly gavernment roparts and sthentic
Lliarial volavmes ehal Ghishama Tehe \e Hhis Moved Tves 55 1o Coodion:
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narrow shallow rimnels of thick-looking water, bt from the ewift.
ness with which thew ran, it was casy to sca that when the water
wes high (his innocentdooking river might assume a very wild

aspeet. The seene bad a drsary deolate clinractor, and though the
banks wers richly grown with eotton-wood and cedar, oo ngreeatls
effect was produced. Trunks of trees, blackened by the effects af
the water and of time, Juy nprooted and balf covered with sand
upon the banks, theit withered ghostly-locking branches and roots
sticking out; here sat the white Jeron motionless and, s i€ petri-
fied, Wiers the grey hitterns and the sultare wheeled slowly shove
the almost dry bed of the stream.

We were all glad to get away From a placa that had s tittle
attraction in it: but the sun sef when we were siill five rilen
m the camy and Praser urged us (o lnsten our ruurn thnug]l
we would willingly have gome in pursuit of som
tarkeya thet now made theic appearance in mnsm enlwenm;
every mood, and I'I(-w beating ticir wings, 10 the high trees
where they soug) nightly rest. There was still & rocky
chain to be mued Lhe twilight was passing rapidly inte darkness,
and when wa did ocensionally see the starry heavens throngh the
openings in the thick foliage, they only served to dazzle us and
make the derk shades appear stiil Blacker.

The Indian rode silently an, without dakening for & moment
the nece of his horse, and we followed, one after another, quickly
up the slopes, and still more quickly down into the ravincs. No
¢ne wanted ta be left behind, on we went rapidly in the durknems
along a path that we shoukd ‘have traversed tnsh more cautiously
in the day time; ond eoon the watchfires of onr camp, gleaming
in the dlxulluv. nformed py with what inexplicable exactnems
whe Tadian had bit the right ditection throngh the pathlesa wil-
dernesa,

Gaines Cresk™ was reached st last, and the Indien smith™ re-
turned to hin forge, 1o we had to seck unether guide, As long a8
we remained i the ouitry of the Chickisnw, in which we found
ourselves after erossing® Claines Creek, theza wag no diffionlty
in finding the way; and there was alio Flenty of chaice of comp-

# Camp 10, reached Au:-m 4, wu ! the ean aide of Galnes Creck, s fow
cart o Reemu in I niy,
e o T i, wan peld olf ez 1, the w2
k w4 crossed Auult §1h and Camp 11 established ihoes,
Eeyend ol the bome of Steplien Forry,  (Gainca Crock, (ormerly called the "&ﬂh

Cantdian.” wan the s8stern bovadary af the (hmklun inziet in thie pant of
il 4 ckatdves nct up el

e i
Hation wilh e — Mok R G aion 1 8

o e Dm:lnf and Chickassw Matlons,” wak(u ol OM’-h Vol VITL, Mo 5

[Saptember, 1530], pp, 31517, 815.20)
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ing placea;* for running stroams and gunh-ng Aprings were sperk-
iipg all over among the riell grasn of this bewntiful sountry, st
isagt unless where Lhe cxoberant climbing plunts and wild pes
bed nbm-'bud oll Lhz isture and nourihment of the spil to
themselven. In rict (e Clicknsnws and Chostaws live in
u peacasbls maaner cogethers Tor the formar, who wore originelly
foued more fo the anulll. hnw comse to an amickble ngrectaent with
the Choctaws ¢om o pewiession of ceriein 1inds, eo that
it in Dow uften dihes m \lisli\lgtli:ﬂh one tribe from the other,

Their territory 8 for o3 the Cunall the pare-
diggica] trast betwaoen the Canading and the Arkansas is occupied
by the COreeks or Musko-geos. It is a 1 but thinly settled; but

'"]l -maneged prospersns farm: ng under the hands of the
Tndians, and the inexbanstible ferfility of the soil Tepays the
smallest labour with & superabundant lacvest,

Net only compotonee, but, even wealth, is (o be fonnd among
these sgrieultuts] trihes; snd where but o short tive zince
painted warrior was endeavonring to cxpress s vaEne thoughts
28 wild Toneiea By Microgiyphial piclitts drewn on @ tamed
buffslo bide, you may mew see the civilieed Indian, reading a
mawspaper printed in his mether tongue, and ap Tndian mistresa
direrting the work of her negro sluves—ivho ecrlainly enjoy milder
treatment, than sha did berself swhen she was the slave of her lo:
and master i his sevage duys,

Our passage over Conl Croek®! was happily effected, and roals
oz our field smithy obtained; and sincé the laud stretching ot
to the wast appearsd, with few interruptions, very flat, the chaing
of our surveyers were unpached, nud 1 viameter fised to the wheel
of u amll light waggon, The road was smonth, and leading mostly
through prairies, hrought us nearer and never to the Canadian;
end after a few matehes, we arrived ut the {irst scttlement of the
Shewnce Tdians, which fears the name of Shawnee Vills a,“
though there is in reality no village st all, hut only some
farma of egricallural Indian Iying somewhat closer wgether
than usn wl.mh baa probably given ecomsion to the name, 8z &
similar circnmatance hes prosured for a seirlement further on, tha
sopellation of Shawte Tewn:

ey, and ol ciidences of an
edllement loewied shout & mile sauh of U 5. lﬁshw-) Ro. 27D, shuut 1wa
4 o bl wltes soutboeent i Cabonina in' Finsbr Counly i profably this Siamnce

F’ﬁ! Shawoen Town loemtion in oo the swourh slde of tho Canadion River n
Haehe ron Coumty, abomt thoes ke north of Allen. Trases of this old suiiemem ond
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Senrcely wae the arrival of tha White party made kmown, than
frieadly Indisns eome trooping on hovaehack and on foot into our
camp, hringing witl Uiem Jarge quantities of maize, sweet melons,
most refroshing wter melana and. juicy peeches for walo, Such
visitors were of eourse esceedingly weleome, mora especially ms
the deportment both of men and Women wax remarkably arderiy
and modest, and (hey moved mbout in their cleanly Ewropesn
¢ostume with gs much ease and désoritm b if they had worn it
from their birth,

The reguinrly fentured faces of the men were moreover adorned
by a hgndseme moustache, of which, a1 of |n ornament, very raré
for an Atnétican Tndiaw, they were not & little proud. The women
swere all whut might he ealled hlnd:ma and tha reses visibla on
{lieir cherks, despite the dark eslour of their skins, spoke of heslth
and oheofuiness. In pleasant quetters does the weary wanderer
find himsclf, when, vesting before the cottage of onu of theee
bospitable Todins i (he shade. of tbe ronghly made protesting
aorridor, refreshing himself with new milke nnd fresh bresd, or
gathering juicy praches in their cottage gardens, or Einding out
the waier ‘melons hidden in their copl sbudy bowers, The few
Tawiilivs sertled i this distriet sppear £ far more happy and eon-
tenienl than the larzer portion of their who beva pmnud.ed
northward ko the Kangas and the n..smm, and
of their namber suecomb Lo their erusl foes, imlll-pn). "end b hrlmly

The time which the Shawnees can spare from their farma,
they penerally employ in b nwlg uped\t no, pasiing by tros
and threes into the tevri owae and the beat,
Comanehes, to puzane the shegey pizon end the beautitully mrhed
nnwlupe andl after months of obsence to bring beek their pack-
horses Iuden with dried 1eat, Their [ondness for the chese and
far adrerure mads it rasy for us to find among thew & guide,
who undertonlt to ronduet onr expedition as far as the
Arhuclkle, Ue proscnt stode of Lhe great Dal
Benver. A Little stunted-looking [ndiem, denominated Jobn Joho-
gon,® mounted wpon an extremely srift apd pewerful horse, was
enguged it the capacity of scout. 1ls wag a erafty bunter, sod
thowgh he scemed Lo prrsue his way without taking notics of auy-

o xame fare Gom ol wohes
el e by bandy of rom Karxs about 1
A Suenea. mamgd Fanalech bek maa smpioved by Whipple ar Camp 1
e e s Simeree, koot & o 4t Shres Temm, s b 14
such atsyles a3 eoflec ond nugar, and seme mesc inoleding aaddles He had
vl e f sum p7el b oo i s hml:hd'dnule ind b besices
ay of hops. tutkers and clickens, ol “mapnificgant, trees
Eeeallng wder the Iieden, o1 Theie te® ~Hov dmeling was sucairicely (m-lml,
gnod megly served on a ishl= ser with chinoware, knires and smsonn—WAip;
p- 63

Shaseies seulements wer brgpa by wom of the Adsenies Shymmes
Toves sl focations sboul 1834, Ther wer
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thing, in réalily nothing cscnped the keen glance of his litHe
sparkling eyes; e was very tacitnrm, Lut it wes not so much be.
ouuse be did 7ot understand En o8 thiae he chioso to be apering
of hig words.

From Shawnes Yillage to Shawiwe Town is a distance of twanty
miles; the way lies near the Canndisn River, aud is entitely shaded
by thick woeds. Wild pltms and wild cherries pecp betwecn the
leaves, end un estuble kind of mear grows Inxiriantly mear the
ground, wiilst the wild vines wreath themselves round the loftiost
trees, and ripen their gmpm at their summits in the ays of the
almest tropicnl mun. oo serthemeants on the north
e of the, Canaian, ust a% the mouth of ~Latle River" whith
resches it frot (he north-west, stands an old fartress enlled Fort
Edwards ** in wiich, for & long time, there has Yieen no gerrison,
and whese bareacks the Creek Iodinns heve Lurned into barter
shops and stores, while eattle-bredivg ned agrienlture are earried
on, on & lurge scale in the nelghbonrhood. A litile to the west, on
the there high bank of the Canadien, stand still some wigwing or
vather Jog-houses of Quappa [sic] Tndiins, who miy boust of not
baving yot quitted the lands of their farefaihers, Bnt they have
shrunk to & small band that cannot furwish above twenty-five
warviors, and it would searecly he snpposcd ihat they are au
who are loft of the once powerfal tribo of the Arkanan
kunting gronnds extended from the Canudian te the Miaissi
and who carried on sanguinary and suensssful warfare with i
mighty Chickasaws.

Our train of waggons had scarecly left the Canadian of Shaw-
nee Town, to Gike 4 south wésterly dirtction taards Nelawars
Mount® than s number of small streams flowing tows
45t hed Lo be crosseé, These were the souress of the Boggy,®

which joins the Ked River in Texas, iml v itwelf with it into
the Gulf of Mexico. The banks of the Ca 3 fgrm in this part
the dividing walershed belween the atremms l'lu\\ ng towarda the
Mississipn on one side nod the Gulf of Mesico on the other.
Weatward of the Delawnre Mauntaiuz, the Tapofkee Crenk™ brings
its weters from Lhe shotes of the Washite, angther tributary of
the Teed River, and carties them to the Canadian, Near the Dela.

M Thin was ]'m Holmes enablished in 1831 an the ean side of 1
3 maei m he precal sl o iy i Mughes Conein " T s med

Licut. n._,,yuh. m,m 1 Dmgoan ofiicee wlho 1o the r.n'k n(
Liest Cene ivdniaic. Haka Army A fom mler. mulhaint
Linte River was a IrlrJnHz ﬂl|h!uhmrm npru ed lv;_ Tames i-d-.rm]q h(hqlnl.n
of Jewas Chishde. 1 Eabear
s o foanry—Foreman, Pothinder, fout
oo g b S

Bwfr

Ihe principe] source of <hich i the lerae spricg near
o Ei"“ VIR 1 g e T e Gy uf e
o Sandy Creek, mal
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‘aca Bountains the lose moods coms 1o uo cnd, tae rolling praicies
batome mora extens rier, and th seattered
arouga of trees on fheir Dy anvatte  lightes sharaster

On the 17th of August, o had passed Topofkee Creek and Mun-
tang Creek (cributaties of the Gansdien), and were wtill fiftesn
Tilen From the abode of the Black Deaver, when we pitched our
camp¥ on the edge of & wood, where a epring, guehing out of &
sandstone rack, offered us good vnol water, The weary company,
thickly ravered with dust, Iay gbout before their airy tents, snd
gl:ed at the evening eun, which now for the first time scemed

in the gress of the distant prairie, ond shot ita red beama bp
w th while in the east shova ark wood, up rose the
meon and mingled her milver light with the buraing rays.

A soon oz @ streak of light in the esat announced the coming
d.y, gvgry man waa again on fgot and hastening the prepatations
fo ture, end the cool momi emconraged us to work
Im:kly a striking the tents and packing the waggons: though we
did ..- some longing glances towards the cogk'n blaging fire—
the beiling eoffee and me brown tosazed enkes, and the venison
stesha. ]unmg in the pa

The mules, who bad Leen spending ¢he night mueh te theic
antisfaction on the rich grass, were quite in & dotilé humour, and
quietly allowed the ecld bit to be pot upen their hot tongues, aud
themselves to be harnessed in long teama to the heavy weggons.
Jooheonft the Tndian, mounted on bis little horse, placed him-
melf st the hesd cof the procession of equestrians, cast ona glenoe
behind him, and then furned into the old scareely recogmisable
road that led in = kouth-westerly divection. In this sunsy and yet
dewy morping, men and snimals meved on cheerfully; even the
heavy wuggons seemed to hawl along ewsily on the smooth path,
and the cottle that weTe drawing them APpeAring uneonkcious
of their weight, smused themselves hy looking out for tit-bits
emong the high grass, end cropping them ss they went al

Until moon, = eontinual rising of the ground was perceptivle,
of hills onL off the prospect towards the west, and

beights lay our rosd. From thence the eye conld range
over an immenne exiéot of ground, agatn bounded in the remote
distance by blue mountain mass 4 wostarn end of thia 8ex
grass, and scercely vet distinguishable, lay the Old Fort Ar-

#1 Malthausen mod Whipple re oot slwars tvaling iogeiher in the ri‘r
and 6l gammpcd at diffesene tocatinns, higehe la how x qu e duy_ahes
mp for bz 17th wea in {he ares wear ol in Ponicioe Couniy.
524 Shawses' emplored by Wiipple at Shamaer Town. " B ek the paniy B
ac
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bmlle" sbout which a Iew of the Delawares bave asttled, and

their prineipal oeeupation, the chase, cerry on a little enttle-
bngdmg aud sgricnltore. Aa we eppraached it, we saw some herds
of cattle lying scettersd among the high grazs, or moving with
slow steps along an old buffalo path thai led fo the desired shude.
Thiy sight nepiced our uow languid procession with fresh life and
spirit, end we all desired nr-lentbr to ealute the celehrated Black
Beaver, nol to mention rummeging sbout in his garden after re-
Irrshing melans end peachen,

Ol Fort, or, as it js someLimes ealled, Camp Arhueﬂe rerved
bot n very short time as 8 residence for & garrison
efterwards moved thirty miles southward to the new !m of thu
seme neme™ The abandoned post was then given to a Dalawars
chief, named 5i. -ma-ker (the Black Besver), who bad done the
United States yond service in the Mexican war an & bunter and
guide* The pesilion wib qlite In astondanas With bl withehs
sthers of his race settled near him, and thay mow live very happily
onder the protection of the wtute and expericnced *‘Besver.

Thc lort itaelf i
wild regions, consisting of s iomber of log-housea builc in & Tight
lngle st the edge of tha forest, about & mile from the Canadian,
whish formerly nerved ma bureatkn for soldiers; and there is sl
4 separete eourt surrounded by a high palisede, thet i intended
as 2 place of refuse or eaitle in cose of an attack. Several Dels-
ware famities w taken posscsion of the abundoned bur.
aaks, and ars sonciouing the cultivation of the rie Geky Ieid out
by the former garrison. Dom ls_of all kinds incromse
bere without any care, and e tHiavish Paemee or Gomanche
sho should venture to meddle with any of the Deluware posses-
sions, might ley his acconnt with Laving to & cettainty, dconer of
Iiter, bis sl bunging aut o dey in & peach tree Yetore the door
of the Black Beaver, for few ax are these descendants of their
great and powerful race, ihe blood fad the spirt of thele
fathers is living in them sill, ond they are atill o terror to their
enemits, and faithlul aclf-sacificing companions to their friends.

such o5 one might expeot to find in thes

0y e wan canblished [n 1350 By Marey u mile northweat of preseat
B nﬁ:a..., G “'n. e ine_ e Sl i.i"mmf 1ne b

W, Shirk,
e c....p et T Evns of Ohlatome, vl XEUTL o 3
Uintims, 1949,

W Fort Muh. was loased 1 all vett of presens Duvia—W. B, Horrhon.

rme, Vi 1 IMnd\. 193], p. 26,

e eaus Delgaee hieh me oy 11 Bewtecill, e oamt

hran the wite of Cimp Arbuclle—Cawolpn Thomas Foreaun, “Black Borves”, The
Chreniclen of QHakoma Vol XXIV, No. 3 {Autumn, I}, p. P67
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The Delaware Indisis,® who do not now number mora than
BOO, inhalbited oriminally, to the nmmber of 15,000, the eamtern

parts the Btates 4 vy lveuia, Noww Jersey and Delaware.
Tk the Shtowors, Ohey wore destined fo by contiouully congner-
ing new hunting aro ¥ Uik they might npain resign them
to the United State (o\eﬂmunL Further and further west they
were drivew, and ob every spot where they rested thoy had ficst to
use their wenpous in sell-defence againgt powerful enemies, be-
fore they tuened thew pgainst the will moimals, so a8 to obtain
food amd elotbi

Here, on the cxtreme frontier of civilisation on the borders of
the bundless wilderness, the Lietnwares can prutify to their hearts'
content theic love of sdventuve, They carTy thefr hundng expe-
ditions Lo e eoasts of the Tueific Oeean
returnn {0 their soltiementa for veors together. The long cbain of
the Rovky Mlvuntains hos searcely & pass through which s troop
of those beld buters bis not sl ils way, nor a spring whose
watgrs they have not tasied, The Delawere fights with the grey
bear in Califotnia, ond gurss te Duffalo in the stoppea of the
Nebrascn [sic]; be fellews the clk to the sources of the Yellomatone
River, and throws the Iase uver the maned head of the Mustang
in Texas; sod it must be ndded Uiat he dots ocessionally take s
wonlp whon lia wnn find an opportunity, from o hunier or an
engmy’s race thal he rug weet with in the desert, or from the
midst of & village Uit Lus kept Josuliicient wateh,

¥rom the zande of life followved by these people, it is
prising tiat very fow men are wioally to be found in their ettis.
wents, and teavellers may herclore consider themselves fortunate
who gre uble 1o vigdge some of Uiis et 28 scouts and huntars,
Any gt all remarkalls fouture of @ comntry that e Delaware han
Beeh but ouce in his life, he will Tecognise agnin years afterwerds,
let bim appraach it From what point he may, and trasts of country
that he entors for the Ticst tie, ho noeds only to glanea gv
order to deslure with eerlainty in whut direction water
found. If the bensts of burden, vo indispensable in (his journey
bave strayed asuy during the night, snd bave bean given op for
lost by every ome elsa, aving left apparently mo trece behind,
er besouse Dostile Inians make it dangerous to atbempt 3, the
Delaware will not fail to find their track, and will follow them
!nr days or even woeks togother, and return at list with the
er. These ora the qualitics tiat make them so ble for
surdus. and their services, npon which the very caistence of a
whole party of teavellers often depends, ean hardly be paid too
highly.

"B For w brief Blatory of tho Delsware ulbe, e blutdel H. Wrigh,, A Guide oo
ehe Judian Tribes of Okiahorn (Norman, 18513, pp. 14556,

b
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Si-ki-do-muker, the Black Tie-wr. and Jobn Brshwan® his
aeighbous, are ranowned gs far and wide; and our sxpe-
dition, in hatting At Fort Arlmkle. nad bud it in view to vas every
mepna to indnee one of them to acecipuny e in Ut eapaeity.

Ao the foremost meribers of our Fspedition crossed the
apacious court, where severnl swomen and ehildren were basking
in the gun, and acked after the Hiack Reaver, they wore shown
into the small=st log-bouse, where, nnder n simple worsidor, on &
kind of rough wooden setfle, nn Indian sat tros-louged smoking
bis pipe, and awaiting bis visitors i perfoet m.;.quum,v e was
g man of wmiddie size, and his long black hair
e that was clever, byt which bm ¥ momncholy
expreasion of sickness and sorvow, though more than Forty winters
sould mot bave pessed over it

The arrivel of visitors did nel seem b ull o disiurb him, and
bin easy and unembarrassed rawnner showed that he was quita
secnstomed to inlercourse with the Whites, lle spoke Fnewtly
English, French, and Spanish, and about ¢izht separaie Indian
langusges; and after the Tieat salatacions and expressions of wel-
come, & terupting offer was made to him to induce Lim to we
company us. For & moment the eyes of the Indian gloamed with
their wonted fire, but they soon heemie clonded over apain, md
Le angwered: **Seven times b aeen the Pacilic Occan ut various
puints; T have secompanied the Americons in thive wars, sud 1 hinve
brought bome more gcalps from my hunting expeditions thon one
of yeu could lifk. 1 sbould like to see the salt water for the vighth
cimse ; but I am sick—ypou offor ine ok mondy than has ever been
offered to me befare—but 1 am sick—I um not BRely 1o wane, for
my negre ean attend to the burler trode, and my relations will
hely birs, but if T die, I sbould like to be buried by 1y own people,””

No upumn on tlut we could Tinke om the subject was
of the leas i e stendy to his resulution,
which mw aut of the 13- {hut this joarney would be (e causc

$lohe Bushmar, « D:h-re. was emplnyod hy wjuypl & guite: Lo replocs.
He hid sare Tied
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of his denth. Apparently, this notion hed been put inte his bevd by
. wha, while plhying with her only ‘son a young blael

bear, frequently addresscd to her busband remarks to us unintelli-
gible, It waa evident that she did oot wish him to gu—pwhnbly
2otesceitig thint if he onee 0t oul he would not very soon retwra.

Johu Dusk with bis [t son 8 beautiful squww, paid us
8 visit in our cwnp; but it wis only (e declare how impossible it
was Sor him at present lo Teave bis land, Jobuson, the Shawnes
100, wa oW gaing buek (o lis tribe; mo that all thet ramained
for us wak to Find out way for eurselves as wo bet mighi, from
whod 1o woodl and frem water to wator, through the desolate gramy
wilderness alrendy on fire in many places.

It Ippetied Uit Ty mere gecident we met with an interpreter

in the perion of a littTe Blexican lud, who, it appeared, would s
least be wble 1o hold sammuniestion for us with auy Indien tri

we might meel,  Vineenti, or, in betier Spanish, Vincents, wan -

bandsome well grown Mesican boy, but with a very nrdfal sxpres-

Amn of sonntennnes; he had bees for some years i the mervies of

roek Indinn of the name of Shivsem,™ who bad rewarded him

with. the prescnt of o horse and free ptrmission to return G his

nnl.ne counwy, Ie was perfertly well acquainted with the lan-

mge of the Comunelies snd Kaddes [ic] and if the present afforded

Fin s wwelcome  spportinlty of woing home, bid knowledge of
languages made him exiremely welcoma to the Erpedition,

Vineente, though e was but fourteen years old, bad sleady
E=en WOy reniurk t vieissitudes® OF his parents and the home
of bis infancy, he had but o confustd recollection. He bad lived in

5 hotse whete Iriendly clothed people surco they
called him Vicontes nonr the house wers treen with frult, memy
cows and hotses, he used fo be ablé to talk with the people, and
thers were some of 1he words ibey used {Spanish words) which
had mot yet esewped His memory. At night be nsed 1o sleep wraph
m b]unkgu by the nide of his mother. On tha last nlgh| that ha
that lwnie, he \\M lvrllkelled by a dres , and
he Iluﬂl the sevewnns of his 1t she had vanished k‘r his
wde, ang. the oo was filed with i painted men, who throw
the fyrnitore inte | fl\k 0 make a blaze. One of the nvlgﬂ
caught sight of little Vinccute, then about Four years old, and

snatched him up, but o csll from withont way snswered oy 8 loud
howl from within, sad they all rushed out of the honse and got

e Cibln. Tl uld nthogroghy in Wloubiedy do o the fit tha
Malhausen ie wri cian. “or Tannere 30, Fhip
#Her e he st noonant of e Kignnpping,of fois Merican by
e Ui "ean of Demenclo oF Poman”  Whipple <moloved Vm:uu
¢ $25 a montle In laler years the ind IM oltan Taferred o
fe's w.nJ o o i,
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upon their horees. There wag eonfusion, and terror, and darionsss.
Vizeente felt bimsell lifted up and placsd bafors one of the
the flames 5t the seme moment burat out of what had buen bis
homae, eud by the light of the busning bousa he maw that g troop
of Indiane were Euriously driving away 8 berd of cattle,

They rode the whale uight through, but in the morning msde
a shart_helt, and Vincewte had g Diece of dried meat yud somé
water given him for breakfsst. The journcy wes continved as fast
en the eattle could be gol forsard gnd the little Mexican prased the
dey on th saddle before bis captor, and the night uader one
Blanket im. They went ou thus for many daye, until they
ac last cnme to the village of the Indians, who, it appeared, were
Comanehes, Videente svas then stripped sotirely naked, und given
over to a dreadful luoking woruen, who placed him smeng a
troop of Indian children, aud from this school o[ abveges the bay
inaued, wholly Tuined for a tranguil civilised |

Eight or nine yeurs passed in this way, and then he was made
crer in barter from his Comenche gwnee {o Shissem, wha toak bim
with him (o the .!ettlemenu and employed him in various kinds
e bright quick underslanding of the boy had

00 o
afford him_this opportunty of making hinself useful s an i
preter, god at the same lime of inquiving after bis relations in
Blexico; but Vinceuts seemed 10 rejoies more at the chence of
fallog in with his old tormentors, and being somehow revenged
on them, than of treulling again lis native soil. That his Inditn
odueaton hed been by no means thtown away upon him mey be
infereed from his reply when onc of ua asked him what ha would
do if the Comanches should, cateh him ggain. Without & moment's
Resiation, he said, o1 would groes them e desr ol Iriuna,; I
vould win their confidence, and grcompany tham oo their plunds
Ing parties. Nint 1 wondd sleep mifh oyen nd. ears pes, wud ou
the firn: opportunity T ¢ould find T would Soiton sotee of them:
gr sial them in thelr and then ride awey with theic beet
Srues,"

The time of anr sojoncn at Fort Arbuckle passed vaty quickly ;
some of us made cxeursions o the neighbouring Delawares, or to
the Canadizn River, wlieh we wee now to lose for awhile, though
1o meet with again beyoud the Antelope Hills; others went about
botanicing upon ita desolate willow-cavered banks, or searched
ubout its brond sandy bed for a place devp encugh to or tish
i with small neta MNow that we were &0 neat the Tndian comntry
it was not likely that qur bunts would be very produative, and the
only game wa could find here were hoened frogn, end littls lizarda
with steal blue tails. Our people were now practived well in the
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of the kifle end revolver, an exerciae in which littls Vincents
would gladly heve spent every day from moraing 1ill night; he
106 wag now {ully armed, yud soon showed himelf one of the heat
shots of the party, duoign 60 conld wol well use bia zifle withont
a support, Amidst ties cvening cRme oo
a0l thet, whe all wus quict, the aSUEOLOMLTS seh 10 WOk A Thelt
obacrvations of the newly discovered eomct?® but tha rest of the
rnmpany gntbered round Uhe Black Deaver, mnd endenvoured, by

urtfolly contrived questions, te elicit from bim seme aneedotes

former days; and when i did brgin to tell a story in his simpls
truthfal manuct, every one listened with the greabést Aihention.

“What kind of huntiag sball e find in the great plainat”
usked ouc of them olter w pnusc. "There's many o creature that
¥ou ean go after, wund-n. about, u. e, mogwored the
Dleck Beoaver, “and especinlly there's The buffalo, countless berds
af thew; but at this time af year you won’l often get an opportnnity
for u shot at fhew, as they nre all going Lo the north, They find
¢ sun here too warm for their shaggy bides, and by the time
they sre driven back by (he show slorms i the aulumn, yoo will
have erossed the Rocky hlountaios, and be in g conotry where ne
buffalo has ever grazad. They sre shy of this mountein thain,
and I never found, but in two places in the neighbourbood of
passcs, certain sigus that the buffaloes have vantured through to
tho other side. You may find prrhopa & grey ald fellow of & bull
Bere or there, but he will not be worth spurring your horee aiter—
his flesh would be tough, aud you eould st best only wse his
tongue."

Amidst such talk b9 this we wiled amay the line summer ave-
Dings st Camp Arbuckle; and we regrelted more and more that
we Were ot 10 bave clve benefit of the Black Beaver's expericnee oo
our jeurney.

0o the 22ud of Augusi, our Expedition left the fort, some of
1he Jeart mngnuulmuun of our pamy returning with the cern-dsalers
towards Ui and the rest turning um: fmu jny!nlly in tha
direction :I.n :n: sun bimself pointed of . Bhn;k
Deaver pave ns the benefil of bis esem for the hnt. du’.
Brought uk to & 5ot wikre, on ¢lose examination, the tracks of old
waggon wheels were discovered. It was the path by which, yul'l
befora this, some Delawares had led Cuptain Mawy “Ooly av
straipht on along this road,”” said the Beaver, as ke laft na, “end
i ome o tha Ko Grasde.” Nabody but s , cen
1y, would bave thm]l,hl. of ealling it » rond, whn: tho ey rould

b
distinguish nothing of the kind, end only the softest moramin [ric)
o Whipple becaga vy peseuioled vilt te stomaleal shruions 1n o

nectlon with thin comet, 1L wan fliss seen by the pany on the eveniog of
2, nad was sbamrved alaest ightly for svetal miks,
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light ridga in the ground under the thiek gross to be

flmiuﬂﬂ

We followed, however, in m- direction 1o which be had
peinted, sod journeyed o in the neighbouriowd of Walnut Creck;
now over faratrelching grassy \ip!undu now threugh deep-woodad
Tavines; it W 1 tha “'rolling"" prairie that we were travelling
on, but the rolling waves bad now beeome mighty billows, and
the beds of rustling brooks had, ehanged into deep chasms, at the
brink of which wa otten bed Lo siop and consider how wo should
get to the otber side. Willows and oaks shaded the seaatily flow.

ing stcoams; the last kind of tree, especially, is widely diffused
over the neighbouring chiaing of hills, though it is no louger so
lofty nd vigotons as when it driaks its nourishment. frots » coel
fertile soil, but & low, gnarled trunk that struggles in vain to keep
6 burming sonbesins from deying up i juies.

The wind, whluh wes from the west, hod beon afl doy driving
towarda us l!lnlld moke, which elowly [outcd befure the breeze,
or were more rap-d\y d-epnmi befare a stronger gust. It waa
dent that aa far B4 we aould ses frowm north 1o south, Ui pH
was in flames, and the fire was driven rapidly by the increasing
wind over the high grasg towurds the enst. lnder these civown.
Bhinees it wes nescasary o be exeeedingly careful in our cheice
of e eampiog place for the night, and we thought we might count
oo being tolerably Bafe if we pitched our tents bolseen two
Tavin t far from one noolliertt Thesc ravines were broad and
deey -nd their preeipituos walls, down which poured several
nm e of waler, were dmmm of any vegetation that conld offee
oncighment fo the Flames; westerly one
b: eonsidered rn o natural 1 lu the ndvance of the

Our enifle were driven down inte the ona lying esstward, to
withdraw them from the sigit of the fire, and obrinte (e donger
of the panic, terror, end wild Dight called a Sfamprdo; end when
they were safely dispesed of, the greater part of gur company
betack themselves o the other side in order to wateh the fire from
the edge of the ravine, b in lime ooy sparks that
might be driven that way.

Althongh these fires in me prmm.s !Nqnenuy arise from
necident, ur lessn ling or lunting Indiany, it
does pometimen happen thet Lhey m mu-m.m Iy kindled by the
inhabitamts of the summ wha barn great tructs of the plains to
fgvour the growth of young vigorons gross, From among 1he
singed stubble, fine blades slhoot up in a few Jays, and the whole
Surbede o oo elotaed wgaiu in brighl green, und has the appear-
snee of & well eultivated cornficld whera the yowug coru in just

© Camp 72 waa In th visiay west of Wapun.
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wpringing ap; and then the Indi progeed thither with {their
lmrd.- M emle, after they heve Eirst kmdled & fire in another

n metter of by that
one of mm ||lmunna'|]y Kindled fires proves the destruetion
bath of the Indisns themaelve; for though any
ot ean light the 5 any part of the waving
plain, it ia often beyond any humen power to nontral it witer it ia
} en & siorm wind arives Lo drive it over the boundless sor-

Au we sat thus et the edge of the ravine eslmly watching
the whirling elonds of suwke, and the flames that were now just
+visible in the distance, or obstTvitg the movementa of the tervifled
animaly that were hurrying through the bigh praes snd seaking
wbelter in the ravine, we were muddenly startled by n cry of fire
the camp.

The effeet of auch & ¢ry wpon minds wiready excited by ths
ucene we had been witnessing may be imwgined, for every one know
that not only the success of the expedition, but the lives of thoss
eoncerned in it, were imperilled by such an agcident. We all Tughed
dawn to tho cemp, where, through the cerelessness of the cooks,
{he menrest grasa hud hoon ket oh fire, and under the influence of
the violent  terrifically. Fortu-
zately, the accide t mide of the tents and
waggnis, 5o that 1he chief danger was blown away by tha wind,
while on the other gida the prairie fire counteracled the current of
ir, and approached the camp but slawly. Qur whole eompany
now formed n close rank, and following the rapidly speeading
five, stifled the ilames by a brisk npplication of blaokels, sacks,
axd anticles of wzurmy ..ppm.l and with considerable exertion
Ony a upatk was o be shen
of the ravine the conflagra.

tion raged uncheoked

The flomes had wow sdvansed 5n ¢ diegonsl line to the
wostzen edge of the Tevins, but the spnes was 100 wide for them to
erom; the flying sparks went ont when they had resched mot more
thar, half wey, and we were now ahle to glve our undisturbed at-
tention to the mnulm phcnnm!nnn before
it moved eeroms. ; tiret, while yet ata o 1,
mnb-:db Juiey gunv b-fnrv it, end then, at a wuch converting them

1o

The uight s it came on showad ua u mblina pieturs—a picture
adeqnately desceibed by meither pen mor penci. The

T el f he fioges meds 1Lt shy appear of the wont jtanes
biack, while thay ahed a gloxing ved Uhuminstion on the grer



Arzial MBthauscn ia Ohlghoma, 1B at

alonds of ameke that were rolling away, and changiog um: bue svary
moment an the fice was driven before sironger gusts of wind, or
aourished by more or lesa luzurient vegetation.

a peculm disquicting gort of somnd accompenies thess prairie
o not. thuzdering, o rnibing, or rogring, bat something
Hke the st hellow €vemblicg of 148 gronnd When thooaands
of buffaloes are feuring and trampling over it with their heavy
books. If sounded lhmumngly m 8 in the eamp, and it wee with
a thrilling kind of thin piring
spectacle.

On the following motning tur Expedition was on its march
wgain in it scoustomed order, but it had to jourmey for hours over
the burnt surface, from which the weggon wheels and the stamping
lioote reised up & fiae black ashy dust, thet vendersd cespiratinn
diffieulc hoth to men end horses; the complets ralm and the heavy
dew it bad fallen during the night had quenched, but mot préd

ds of smoke
atmoaphera,
betzayed thet there were sperks obll g1-mmenng ehich only needed
a breath ta renew the soone of the previons day, and bridg devasts-
tion pver some yat nconsumed tract of couniry. The eye nccumtom
to rest on the pleanant fresh gress, s wearied by the dismal blsckinh
grey of the burnt gronnd, end ecekw in vain for some variety; the
flowers have vanished and the lirards and horned Irogs, if elive,
do not ventore out of their holes  Ouly nomeeoms ekolls of wild
animals long since blesched by the wind and now partly blacksted
by the fire, stare out of the singed stubble with e eyeless mokets,
end awaken i the travellsr, amang other reflectiona that of the
wonderful produetivensas of the chase fhat from time immemorial
has meintaiped the wild inbabilanis of these steppes. Here lay »
great boffalo skull w:l.h ite hugl hnrnu still looking formidable, thare,
among colousal bomes, c of antlers, whih tme saema
1¢ have torned to llms but. the I:u!mo ‘s shaggy bide is prvb-‘uly
haoging an the glmy copper-osloured ahoulders of soine Comanche,
nod the stately Virginien ateg, and the orafty hunter that pursned
nim, have both Yong been dust,

At Tast we had left dust And ashes bebind 1a, and sgain went
ejoicing an our way through flowers and gram; but the light breeze
from the weat, ot firt scarcely percepiible, grew suddenly into &

gust, that whirling over the plain sent up dunt and eshes high inte
the gir, and awakened again the elumbering element—roused 3k
to eonfinne ity jonrney, snd omee more orackling and emoking, it
pursged jte deramating round towards the emst.

The fire edvanced very slowly, and cceasioned ozly  short delay;
the little redentip conld eawily eseapa from it, but & troop of forksd
kiles and brows faleons had nevertheless bastened ihither, and
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circling sportively sbout in the black einoke, 2nd wxtching their op-
portunity shot, down, snulched their frightened prey from befors
ihe flamos, and earriod it off in their sharp claws. Our people Bocn
burnt clewr o spuce wieply large encugh to contein our whole garty,
avd s (e Mlames approdcied Uiy wers cliecked by the bald n.np,
and opening, left us A wide seoure pasaga. & were
through dust and ashes, but pot for |nng. end the far streuhmg
train of wageons was ston moving acrasa the green slopes in Iha
ocighbourboed of Walnut Creek, whera all the Fita ot e prairia
uppeared to have taken, refuge.

T one eavine the leading stag moved somposedly along with &
troop of fat decr, and offered bimself 58 @ convenient target for the
Junfer, who was following his movements on the high bank. The
white woll wus iying dowi e3beasied u.- ehaow of the single
tres, i dry toague hlngmg out of mnd gazing, withont
dintiehing himself, at the muszle of the W!apnll “Trom whigh he was
ebote 1o Sesoiv i doath, The sonal gruves were aliva With familiea
of turkeys; und lurge nrmirie Iures were cromiog the valleys in all
directions, and vainly eadenvouring, by layiog down their long
ears, 1o Tender themselves ivisible,

Our airy tents were pitched on the edie of 4 caol well-watered
ravie, and faind and oxbausted wilh the sultry heat. of fhe day and
our long ride, we wero Iying nhout in groupn in the ‘whade, when onr
attention was sttracted by {we horsemen, who were advancing over
the plain from the west, and diresting Leir conrse straight towerds
out iinp In these wild répions ont can only expect to megl. with
Indians, tut every one anxiously awaited the arzival of the strangers,

who, when they came up, rode at onee fearlessly into our circle,
Jeaped miembly from thoie strong horses, and dhook the hands held
out to (hem in a Fricndly maaner, They mere two tall, slender young
raen, their [imbs nlmos! girlishly delicate, oo that when you eom-
pared tlié sttongs hows they carried, with the smell hands and sknder
weisls that Iad to mancewsre them, you could mot help wondering
1hat they should be able to druw the slrong sinew and the fenthered.
arzow 1o the eaz. A light woollen blankel, was wound pound their
lips, leaving the wpper part of the body entirely bare; they wora
leggings ond moeassins of soft Ieather, and & quiver mads of rich
far, and filled with noisoned arrows, wes slyng carelemly to their
soppor-eolouted shonlders; thelr youthlul Indien feces were wet
inn frame of coal black hair, and wvers mot without an expression, of
subtlety and cunning; red ond blue lines were rlr-w-n in Indian
artistic siyle, round their cyes and over their prominent eheek-banes,
and tlieir scalp Jocks were fuslionsbly dressed Ttk colwared fenfhers.
ke meweomers bolonged to the tribe of Wakoa™ or Waekos,
bours of tho Witchits Indisok, who Live 10 the east of the

s 1 Dibble in NeClin County,
“Fnr Eml hmm of the Waca, nee Weight, - . . fndian Trifes . . . pp P
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wmu muncama. in s villuge sitnated on the bank of 3 emnll
in that direction. They were now on e jvorney to the
diam, m meet a barter-trader (here, but bevieg hemd of our
E,p,d,mn, bad turned cut of their way & pay na 4 veit, The
Wakes ond Witchitas® dilfer only in nume, end in some slight
urmues mt disleet; their villiges are built in the gamg niyle, and
are only abont & thousand yards from one anciher. Their wigwams,

of whmh the Witchites count forty.iwg, and the Wakes only twenty,
look & good desl Bke hayeocks, and are constructed with pliskle poles,
aightern or twenty feei lung, driven into thr ground in a circle of
twenty-Eive feet d.-mem the poles orc then bent together and
Zastened, 1o ot another st the top, and the spaces between filled
with plaited willow twigs and Wi, & low aperture being left for a
door, and one sbove for & chimney. A place is hollowed out in the
contre for & fireplage and Tound this, anid A Jitile Taised, are placed
the beds of the inhabitents of the hut; chich, when covered with
good_ buffalo ckins, mike tolérable esting pliccs.  Bash of these

wigwams i generally oornpied by (o families; and the Wako tribe
in reckoned ot abont twa hundred, that of the Wilchites nh not lews
hen eight hnndred members,

Toes Indisns praceiss sgriechure; wnd buans, pess,
e villagos,

gourds, and melons a7z seen prospering very well Tou
Thomgh their auly agvienliral mplerent i 2 sl ks,

they mepage to get a littde serd into the ground, and the 'l'rlutlnl
il repaye the trifling trouble with the mest sbundant harwests,
Searcely, bowever, has the melon hecome eatable, and the cobw of
the Indian corn formed, then thess thoughtless creatures begin to
foomene u, and hold feasts that only end nhm he whole stock hes

ten p—and Ih!n for the veat of the year they have ko livo
o wellas they can by the ehese, They are wlrnl [m] ey Tumters,
and, like most of the pmm fribes, shoot Iheir gune with errowa

Hrom their horsen | Thoas 1 mut e args heed of orees and
mules grazing zear, the hrands on which #howal that their lewtul
omttery Jived many daya’ journey off in Southern Texas,

Althongh our two Indian visitors entered aur tenls in m very
friendly mammer, they sould nok he indueed to remain The ight
with us, though we would gladly have persuaded them to do so, a8
bavisg mimed our wey, we should hsve liked 1o employ d--m the
following day as guides.

Bhortly bafors we broke np our cetap on the following morming,

an Indian of the Fechie®® tribe mede his appeatance. These people
lLive near the Witchita Mounlaing, end can bring about & hundred

:;{ Drlel Hm",,ﬂ he Wb e L, pp Bs0
Iy pm'd wpelling “Kechie” is Kichm. For a brief bistory of the
Iribe, e 35T T
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wurriors doto the field. Guided™ by thia new asquainiascs, oor
procession found its way baek to (he old tand, thickly overgrown an
it wap with gri; and by following it, we fonnd it poazible to crom
the deap foll stresrs at plases where the Wanks had bean formerly
cut down and treca felled, 5o that u passage eould now be effected
with very Tls “Tabout. " We Had, hawestr, lo make very short

path wex montinoslly erowed by the small rivers,
ik, o Tam o windoe, intarcetad the lowkonds, velering o
lovely district that for fertility can Lardly be surpassed.

have Been often in thete praivies befors, friend Dulehe
man?" eaid fie Doctor ome dey to his companion.

“"Yea,” wan the reply; *many & hundred wile have I travelled
in thes. 1 bavs acen the plainn on the Nebranca under ell aspacts.’”

eried the varTalor, here suddesly interrupliog bim-

] sompamion. l:\_v the shoulder, while he pointed with

the ather band to some distant object, ““Jook guer thet first bill

there, and you will see 8 wood. Run your cye along Uit dark streak,

and gt the end uf it you will see some Black apechs,—like trushes

wianding apart, those are Waffaloes? The old Doclor’s aporisman.

ligs. ardonr wes aromsed in & Mowioat, cspecially as b s some

horsemen from the front of the cavalonds rpring forward and gallop

in the direelion indicated, where g snill herd of tmffaloes was
quietly reposing in the high grass.

‘‘Hurrah! hoffaloes!” excluimed the eager old gentleman,
cocking his rifie, and lika his companions, making vigorous use of
Ilil spurx To overtake m herd of frightened bmffalosh with mules

d, however, not be very possible; nnd it was thezefore determined

lpprulch them unperesived, & wilhin range under rovar
of & b But each of the twelwm or mxtun enthosigstic hunters
wan animated by & natural desite to be ihe first to fire 4 suecemful
chot st th superb gume, and each, therefore, cndesvoured to puil
befors hin comraden, The Doclor brake wlence first by firing off
s Tifle, &nd exclajming, *“Well, i | ('hdn'l "Mt the Buffaloes, ot
any rate 1 fired the firat shot;" oud laugl, in which the
ot muturea o pentieman joined wifh ol i hoar, was the Teward
of his fatetionkness, as tariing Uieir Smoking animals, the dis-
appointed hunters rode slosly towards Hie train of waggons, mow
just visible in the remote distance, and for a long time their talk
T only of buffaloss.

Numnnul herds of these animals still ammlte the boundlem
e west, and extend their wanderings from Canuds to
I.he Eoclli of ﬂl! Gulf of Mexieo, and frem lll! Mlsmurl to the
Rocky Mountaira. It i probable that the qreat mam of them

T Th Kichah i af raat help. velates Whipple. He led the vuny back
without diffiealty vo the Marcy trall and then ss far an Marzy'n Camp ’
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rly procesd northward in the spring, and ju the autumn re
turn to the warmer Tegious o fes wmary be found scruping avay
Fhe saww from thair food xear \bi somrea ot e Foion stone, and
wren further north; and Ihere are also athery it conrivs to mhm

h the summer in Tesas, on ihe grass, butnt up s it i b

hm v the sun; bub these are but Tew, and uisuulb' ol belts, whu-h
bave bacn too elitf, or toa lezy to follow Lhe bluck cslomns of their
comarndes

Tn former days, when the buflals was 4 kind of domestic animal
amiong the Indlnnl 0 dugreiae wia perceptibie in the countleas herda;
on the contrary, they incressod snd multiplied in the hrurisnt
paslures; Imt when the white fonnd theit way inte these regions,
the thick seft akin of 1ho buffalo pleassl thein; they found tome
parth 4 ita Zlesb to fheir tastc, aud buth orlicks promised to Fidd
wbundant profit in cvilised eonntries. In order ko obiain them, &
desire for the infozicating and glittering praductions of the whiles
was excited amongst the dwellers in he proirie, aud suell quantities
of these um'pl.\ng articlem offered in roturn. Then the devastalion
bogun ; thonsands of butfaloes were Lilled for their tungves coly,
wtill mere Erequently rur their shaggy hides, and in & few yesm
thero waa an evident falling off iu their numbers. The carelem
Indian never thinks of the fntnr!, but lives anly far the present and
s rmjoments; snd ke now no longer needs Lo be urged tn the chase,

pursme this noble animei while there is one lefi, The time,
pnh-ps, et far distant when Uese impesing herds will live only
In remembeance, gnd 300,000 Indisus, as well na milbous of wolves,
deprived of their chief support, and wild with bunger, will becoms
the scourgs of the civilised and ectlled parts of the country,

Buffelo bunting s wot euly tbe chicl cecupation of the p
Iadian, but also hig highest enjoyment. Mounted on = &wift, strong
borse, itaeld ]:rnlmh]y but just exugit, e ean overtake almost sny
ainimal that shows jtself, and delights in sending his deadly arrows
amang the flying herd while st full gallop,

w:m the Indian prpaey 10 ovartako & lend of buffaloss, he
r and hia horge of every orticle that aan ba disp

leaves paddle and clothing bebin nd takes with him nnly

a raw leather thnn[. forty fect Iong, which is fastsucd to the jaws

of the horss, gud then, being thrown over lis neck, drugs ob its full

laagth, Tubind na the” qround. Thin rerves lo zecover the horso in

tese of his getting looss by the foll of Iis rider or any other peci -

Tha hunter carries bis bow, sud arrows Ax he ¢am
eonvenjently hold in Ieft bhend, and ln s right a heavy whip,
by the marcilssa nse of which he wrges bis horse among the Cying
hna, and up to the side of & fat cow ar young bull. The docile

d soou voderstands the intention of his rider, aod neods n
wrging, but placss kinelf mesr the choten prey, mo &% bo
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give {he hunter sn opporiunily of burying his arrow up to the fenther
in some soft per(; bt soarcely bas the arcom whistled from the
baw, and the tharp ixon found its way through Lha curly bide, than
the Lorc springs away o6 Jar s he cen go, to escape the horms
of his now [yrious enemy, and seck ont ansther wetim, Thm the
bunt pracceds witli the rapidity of & storm wind, until the exkanstion
of the lorsc warns the wild lruler to pot some reglraint on ki
urdour.  The wonnded enimals in the mesntime hava been loft by
the hard, and are lying exiansted or dying on the route over which
the wild hunt thunderel but @ few minutes before, The wives of
the hunters follow i Ueic treck, and are soon busily employed in
colling up the game, and convesing fhe best plece nud the
to their wigwams, where they eut the meat inte thin sirips, dry ity
and tan the skins in their sinple manner.

The greater pottion of the animals slaughtered is left to tho
wrolves, which ore ahwuys found in considerable tmmbars in the train
of the inafTale.

The ehase is, however, not the only mode in which the Tadian
earried on his endless war with the buffelo.  Another plen i to draw
& woll's skin over his iead and the upper part of hia body, snd go
eranling on his hands qod knees, pusbing bie weapon before bim,
end approsch the game in u zig2ag line. The long hair that hangs
over the bulfalo’s cyes prevents hia being very clear sighted, and o
Yeng us hiz keen olfnctory arguns give bim oo warbiog of the
presenss of he Indian beneath the di
suceeed tn getting noar eovugh te kil lin without disturbing the
rest of the herd,

Tendered o hrnt with horsss |mpmucuhte The berd at thess limes
can only work ils way slowly through the deep snaw; bul the Inrhan
has contrived hrond plaited snow.shoes, which he fastens to
feet, und 8o skins over e nncenum ground after the lubnrmunlr
cele: antmel with the lsmse
i e sacriticsd o the nncogtrollsble pastion
for the clase llum to ml neeessity, and Ihe war of extermioation
agninst. this fine oroament of the proirie iy carried on in the most
Teereiful, pamer. Thers. el probably be no thought of for-
bearance till the last buffale has disappeared, and shortly after-
wards, the last red-shin, and with them the only native pottry of the
great North American cintincut.

Wherever Providents has placed living crutnru it bes afforded
thers the meaus of cxislene, and ja these vast plaing, from which
civilisatien long shronk back, in the Iuhef t!mt l.hay ware Aesolats,
there Lved thousinde of hunin beings, who bad no wish thet they
were not able ta gratify. They Jwed n pllnt)', for couniless herds?
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of buffalgez were given to them, end to the buffaloes sgain fat
pastures; bat the thirat Jor gain fuund its way into these licudes,
u-.mpu ke plorious works of the leor into the dust, end will
one. dey look proudly ou 1he rearing lotsmotive, rushing threugh the
preiric, ou 1ts great errand of uniting togsther the two apposite
teeant

Our would-be buffals hudters, with the ol:l Dﬂdur at their
bend, reached The camp at & late hour.t” itohed betwaen
the sourees of the Walout Tirock omil the Trecr Greck, apd copsequently
ahout the middle of the Cross Timbers, the strips of forest thet
form &nch & remarkatle feature of this rgion® These stripa begin
a1 the Arkansas, and extend in g south-westerly direction to the
Brages, = langth of more Cian 400 miles, with a breadth varying from
five to thirty. Throughout {heir whole ostent the Cress Timbers
show the same character; the trees ave chielly dwerf oeks, standiog
with much wide spaces betwoen thets, Liat \eageens can drive through

with great ease; the soil in sandy and barren, snd anly in the
nelghbuurhwd of grest rivers, jnfersested by a few brovke; bul
wherever they are found, the cuks dssume o loftier, more vigorous
growih, and also tolernte willows ws their neighbonms. Where heavy
have laid bare the gronnd, you see o reddish losm, ercssed ,.'2:

stresks of Zypsum, Faiel brvadn ne they procecd Reatward,
watil they reach the enormous bed of gypsum Mhat begina at Fort Mary
snd the Natural Moonds %

Cross Timbern form, 10

certain extent, the boundary

eation, end the berren steppe, 2
well ag between the ewilised and wild inhabitants; for evstward of
this atoral boobdary are Found mumerous brooks and tprings, wlich
unite to Form smail rivers, and then carry their waters to the
Canadien or the Witehita [Washita), leaving everywhere abundance
04 blessing behind them. Superb trees of the moit Tuxurions growth
mirror themselves in these waters, and flowary meadows of inde-
seribable Joveliness border their banks. Wesiward of the
Timbers streceh the great plains u their sublime monotoay.

The Eollowing dey’s marsh brovght us to the neighbonrhood of
Deer Creek;® o river that certainly deserves ile pume, for ag gur
usisy procession appronched, fa deer, roused from their slomber
among the bigh grass, werc seen breaking from their covert, end

2 s Tule
nc.:f Thome The Croun Flabers Olukoscs, 140,
vudl farmation fockied In Catdn Conrry o few

Hyino Ve buive was naraed Rock Mary by Tieuts. Simpron, 3
103 b oot oot v o 3ot Eonun 8 papiTar 3nong merber of The
1849 pany of emigmms. To call the same “Fore Mary” waukd be 5 minspprchension.
For the n.mi...l; oF Rock Mars, s Crah Forsman, Mscy and the Gald Secheot
'« braneh of the Catima in aotibtrn Grady Couaiy.

\
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bonnding awey throngh the many entangling crespers to the river
side, to hide themselves in the thisk woeds. Troeps of tarkeyy wers
stepping gravely scross Uis open space, or strolting sbout proudly
with their fan-like t read onl, glittering in ke swn wn.h -1I
tha eolours of the rei but, alarmed by the sound of the waggon
wheels, they fled incontinently, with outatretehed necke, and hid them-
oelves wmong (ke bushes, where nothing but a slight oecasionsl Tustle
trayed thiair prestnee. Gama was now (0 be Lad in superfhiiy ; and
ouz long-drewm cavaleads woatiered abaut i all directions, and ghots
ere beard from far and near. Nobaxly eonld resist the temptationg
bore offerad; the popping went on all die rest of the dey, the sports-
men working their way panting through whole Fielda of mulberry
usbes; and n the eversing e lay in graups ronnd the fires, praising
the excellence of the fresh game, that speedily misher, efore o
wigorons appetilies, driving awey the troublessne insecls with <louds
of tabaceo nmnkn‘ and roeoning the various ditances that Jay be-
tween g tur homes,

eer Creek was ensily effected, but thers was
more_diffioulty ik Tho.Tile et T by the nwmeroms
rings of thia region, wiich Nowed from oll diree
d whse deeply hallowed beds Formed
m our path.

A peneral rine of the ground was how perveplible; and sinca the
Croms Timber track was nestly passed, the woods had become more
acanty, and o wider view waa obtained over the fuce of the comntry,
which ‘ngain resembled long ralling waves

We made & good duy's mtrch from the point whers Deor Croek in
omed, 1o the spot where you first catch wight of Rock Mary and

the Maturl bounds, o groep of bold steep hilly in the theneeforward
mteless plain. "Up 1 this polat o parucular chenge [n rhe churacter
snenery is perceptible; thers is the samo juicy green in the
]zmrnei, the same low goarled oghs in the woods, the seme lewal
Toad over whith waggons aed Lorses proecd ut the sirc aleady pacs.

We lurned out of 4 yavine covered with low oak woods, end

w the wide, boundless plain stretching out before ms. It was the
hm time we had seen the borizon line fouehing and mingling With
that of the distant praivie. The farstretshing outline was only
broken by the Nutural Meonds—a group of hills of 4 conical ih-pu-
which, by the effect of the mirage then prevailing, ammmed the
wanderful formua: eomelimes seewing to Tise out of & bromd 1-1u
sometimes to hang down from the bright munny

The wida now lay extended befors us, like the ocean in its
blime tranguilty 8 few dricdug bollo ind] rashing sesams bud
to b pamsed, but they presented no formidable obatacla to til?l

T At 2k
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wotrsa; for instead of the former aandy 1
stone Iy tear the lnrlm af the ground, and Ead oppmd oo solid
nn obstacls to the gawing tooth of time, and the wild zush of the
waters, o allow of e oties, o deep Tavines, such 3 are found
on tho east side of the Grom Timbers, Even this rock, however, hod
yielded to the influence of thowsards of yeurs, and heen wasbed and
Jworn down in patticuisr places; whers hirdor and more impenetrable
veins erossed ihe poft sandstone, the moat remarksble forms had
ariben, shmetimes &0 distifctly wrought out thab you would berdly
imagine you had Dot before you the work of human hinds, and of
qapriciens lumen fazey directing the chisel, Esps 7 striking
i the Dasstge feam ane of the bollowa T Liws mestioned, mfe ¢
larger ame, whers, on the amooth sandstane rock stood some forma-
(ign3, eppearing et n distance like n number of cupolas, but on 8
nearer view ather ke gigaotic utna or vases. They Were [rom
=ight to ten eet high, at the Jargest parts Eram four o six feet in
diemeter, and formed of a deep red sandstane; thore wan fiest a
zound foot, then & nnlumn, at first slender, but lnareumg
rupidly in circumference, and then, whers it attained its grestes
breadth, snddenly runnivg 1o a pmnl, T 0 Fotin the coer af e
vase. When we bsd passed this place, our rosd lay towards the
Katural Mounds, which appeared mueh acarer than they really were,
from the pesfect Level of the steppe.

Mile after mile was pamed, and the sun wan einking o the
west, when ewr train of waggons passed Rock Mary to the porth-
ward, winding among the hille, westward of which our campit wes
10 be pilched for the night, near & brook whose vicnity hed long
been manifested by the presence of eoltgnwood trees, The Natural
Maunds, the ehief of which bears the nems of Roek n[nry, wee chein
of comcal Lills, lying scparate, bt stallered in n

narth-west 10 toulh-rast; they are ol about equsl in he g]. nmmly
nbout eighty feet, and <overed with & loriontal srstm of red
s TLey appear (o be tie rrmaius of & former clevaled plain,
which lias heen preserved from enmplete destruction by the upright
musm of rock wmm‘ned in it; and this ecems the wore probatle, be-
sause on the flat wost, you find what leoks like & range
of colomns; qons hng af blocks of sandstone lying so regularly ons
Tpon ancther, they easy st first to be eonvinced that ulue—
nok perheps imposing, but ecrtainly surprising stractures, have
formed eolely by the hand of nature, or st thus after & eumpmtwe]y
Teeent convalsion.

There are twelve or fonrtean of thes columns still sfanding,
nnd wore thet are greduslly being worn away; the largest attain &
beight of about. twenty Five fest; some eonsisting of vast sqnare blocks
of Eree-stone, whiist others, of the same height, huve 1ot a dismeter of
more than two or three fecl, smd eooner or Jater will fall

15 Camp 2, probably io the extrm ouNkbst cornar of Costar Couney,
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ter, az clear as erywtal, trickled out over a bad of
the meighlionrhood of 1his colonnade, and was
mon gwelled into o nvu]et. by other veins that opened sll over the
Tock, eud the rivulet s becowe a strony Uiongh small river by the
time il poura Mself into the Canndian. This was the bo be-
tweet the sweet -ml the salt waters, und on the following day we
entered on the great gypsun Tegion, which passss with resson for
the greatest me Rorth American continent, and is only execeded
in lengih {seeording to Durwin) by llm wreat bed of gypaum in
, on he Weslern coast of Sonih America. Whore it begins, st
the Arkanean, it Iy a breadth of nny miles, and it extends in -
south-weatecly direction acrass the Camadian o the soures of
Red River, Uien over o part of the clevaied plain, {Liane Eﬂmdo}
tonches oo the Colorady, and then stretches ont b—ym.i the Brazon
und Pecos, to & lenh of at least 400 miles, Wlherever, on thia trs
the gypsum comes to the surfuce, it xhows itself in mry concaivakla
forta avmetimcy w5 while veius, wlicl. intersect (ke red loam in the
deeply-hollowed beds of the rivers; cometimes in masses like alabastar
Iying on_the surface of the plain, with such doep upemings
ehasig, thek you tun casily go far down into them; and {hen again
a5 transparent, fincly falisted, sparcy plates of selenite, of asveral
feet squarc in surface, aud only 1wo inches in thicknes, so that it
whuld be easy to mobe lurge witldow panes out of them, They are so
amploped in the towns of the Fucblo Iudiuns, the descondents of
the ancient Astecs, on the Rio Grande, ell the sperfures for Light
being clossd with tiew; and these pones have the advantags of allow-
ing the orcupauts uf the house to look out, without it beig poesibla
for the keenext eye 1o see what in passing in the interior of the feebly-
lighted rooms. The water of the abavementioned rivers, wl
in the gypsum region, hove always o tuste of sode and megn
pome places no stronp as to make them almost wndrinkable, and
pmdnec an evident effect on the health, 1o 1his reasan, travellers
on approaching this duserd, make what basto they can scrom u (east
where the 3ight of ool bright, and yet undriakable wter, i pain-
[uuy tantalising, \|l|e|| they consider Low mawy & toilsome day's
merch they have e through an olherwise watcrlew prairie.

Our expedmu:l did mot, Unerefore, lewsr the swoet aprings of the
Natural Mounds withont making the necessary preparations. In
arder u. hatwe: pocoUrst 28 seldom a5 possible lo the bitter water, the

. casks carricd wit for the purpose, and even the
:oolung utensila were filled good waler, and when ol wes ready
far one departure, and vur Noress saddled aud watered were stend.
ing round, one efter unatlier af the party was seen poing down o
the spring, und lakmg such long draughts of the delicious fluid,
thyt they seemed to be yuewching ieir (hirst for days aud W
beforehend.
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¥ Aciust our uvlludegot i ‘otion ngain® the 2and ver e phiin
was excallent l-e ral Mounds and Hack Mary wore loft behind
in the biue e, €00, 83 on the wids vuoan, the e round,
& cirsuler line, Torsed by the horizon and i prai sublime
Tepuse, indeed, a deathlike slillness r--gnnd ur-rund wen u.; noise
of tho waggens sevmed to dic away in spec. Tha sceat
wes gtrange and new—almest too new to .uken mun: Whan u voguy
genezal intereat.

The horsemen Lad left the train of waggons, and red: oh con-
fidently over the short grass; there was no wore fear of their losing
the way, for they must have gous alinest b day's jooriley 1o got oug
of sight of their companions; snd though some eolumns of swoke,
rising in the west, dunoted the presence there of some human beings,
they were #o far Gff thet mo precaution was notessary. of
Eiovas [#ic] or Comenches could nor heve comc neorer thin ihrer
miles waperceived.

The woall ewells and inequalitics of, surfnce thet showed, them-
selvea here wnd there, were almest destifute of vegatation, but
glittered all over in the rays of the sn, Many & onme of the porty
was induced W turn bis horee that way in order tu examine the
place, and eearch for enppesed treasores; but on clser vestigation
they proved to be nothing more thun semi-trapsparent crysirlline
fragmenta of gypsum, A troup of these jnyuiring persons Who wore
pureuing lheir way, in the cagerncsms of Lheir tulk, st & rather
briskae pues than the eest, and lnd got mnsldm*u'hiy in advanee of
the mlowly-rolling waggans mnd their eseort of foot moldiers, miade
@ balt upon one of these glittering lills, and l[Julllmg Irom their
mu]u, Ieft them to orop what they could, with only the precsution
ieaving tha long Jesthern thongs truiling un the grouad, thut hey
mlghl. canily cateh them again; end determived fo rest, and awaih
the arrival of the loal strapglers. The geologist,™ in the nmlmme.
bummered away lustily at the rusks; the davior, who was ov
‘wanting, ingtituted a search for p]-nu 1he wpcgruplner gave hi
wlf & grese deal of trouble to wote down ou the charl gowme varid-
tions in the level of the pluin; and 1he Geroun oaturubist kikd,
in the sweat. of bis brow, ¢ roll over blueks of gypsum in liopes of
d.iumnng enakes wnd lizards, and trausferting then to his ap
bad the old dootor reached (he top of the lill

ﬂmn b ull!d out, joyTully : " Here! come here, all of ye, ||n m-v.h
ia wplit open bere and we can gel iuside!'" We did not et
, und on coming to the spot really fouml o swide T ml.xlmped
opening in the ground, which, at u depth of twelve feet down, en-
larged end showed emtrances to low caves aud clusms.  As won

[k Messon wus bom o Suon France, Agsl 20, 120, e suined 1he
faculty of the Sorboone in 1848, wnd Iwe yeam later came to Amerlea under 1he
et af thy Tardin des Plawicn, Kn miericd 50 American, snd Tnel a1 Cam:
Mauschweits, usiil bis desth in 1858,
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as the first surprise wag ever we made preparations to descand,
The rough alnbasterlike gypsuna foviation of the wally offersd
points of support enougl fur our hands and feet, sod in & short
time the whole paety was helow, endeavouring to find en entrancs
through the Jow passages inte the meaest grovioes; but v.hq- were
piteh durkc within, and the 1warks of the feet of wild animale wers
protty plainly ilnp)‘mml wn the &oft sand of the floor, so that it
did ot appear to us quite ndvisable to thrast oursslves in blin
Fertunately, onc of us [ound that be hed got with him in hia
bunting peush the means of kindling 3 light, 6o after 8 Lintls dis
russion, unother of ihe parly deermined to lead the way, and
crawled uccordingly, with lis comradey 'b!hlnd Lim, eu bis beuds

and knots, into the nearest passage, Rolding the light in ons hand,
and will Uie othier cuvtiowdly pushing forward his revolver. Tha
parzow path soon led to a lofly, spaciols grotho, whesa vavlted rool
rested on {wo irvogulur pillaca; it was very <old, but showed some
besutiful ond picturesyne forms Heze, large masses hung
from the ruof in (he forn of staleetivos—there, eneioualy padnrnhed
fragmients rose from fhe floor;—in one place the will wan ale
irem tap 1o heltom, anoiher nppeared the opening to &n inmer
grotte—nol large enolyh, however, [or & AR to entar—and ot ATArY
step mnda by 1he explorers some oew and interapting phensmenon
presented itsell, the white rocks glimmering and glittering in the
Iuint light like wasses of ite and anow. Al the passages nrpmin(
into thik yrotlo sectnd Lo lend iuto the open sir aguin, bot they
seee anly lirge enough Lo allow of the pasiaga of wolves and wild
ents, who would ceniainly have made their way oub as we approsched,
Some of the grottoes we did elamine, but without finding any
thing remsrlable.

The jonrney theough this gypsum region lasted five days:
towards the enil of the time the want of good water was much felf,
ADd. every one hawl to quench Jris thirst with 8 bitter dranght. Un-
fortunately it was found not ooly that the thirid betamg more
troublesoie than ever, but @ general fesbnp of indispositivn pre-
wailed throvgl Lie party, and the food, which neemed also ffected
by o disagreeable flavuor, becams quite distastefol ) s Dnder
thete citoummstanees jt will RO seens surprising that much of our
gowd humour sud and that we
Jugged aluug‘ with s much petience as we coald, but in A very
il

When we g0t 1o Within twa days’ journey of the Antelope hills,
the land of the pypsum Trgion, ond at M sacve isas the bundary
betwveen northern “Texns mul the Inoda of the Todiags, the Eormation
appeared to he undergcing o clavgs, for the small elevetions ware
o lobger soverel with fragmentz of gypeum, but with fomil oystar
shells, This continucd, however, only for u shori time, and then
plain resumed its former charaatar,
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The mules and the tmall herd of catila we had with us were wall
content, for the Ralt taste of the Water was to them #u egzecable condi-
ment, and U grass waz plentiful diough Dot high, Seantily watered
a8 the disirich was, we could manage every oven 8 brook,
which oFfered suificient. for onr necossilics, eattle found
Tood on it buzks, AL These stveunm, inluding the most soussdarakle
of them, the Gypsum Creck,™ bustened in various windings 4o the
Witehita [Wazbita] aud Canadian. They were swarming with fish

v many species, amonget which we partionlarly duungmuhnd ths
Chastoden restratus ™ armed with its tremendous cow oF

ereture appesrcd to shnrt- The dowinion of the wabers with the soft-
shelled coriaceous burl

The Kioway Iudians bunt these regions, but the boundary between
their grownds and (Lose of their westera nelghbours, the Comaaches,
in not dewermined, 'The great tribes of the Comauckes and Kioways
Jive on & [riendly [ooting with one another, and cxtend their Tavages
und their bupting expoditions from s seitlements of the Shawnss

to the Mio Grande, and from (he Nebroska or Flat Riser to the
co]omr.: oa the Mexiean Gulf,

We reached the Canadian at last; sud at the momant when its
browd mirror wes first spread out ‘efare na, we eaught in the blue
dietanice u glimpse of the misty Antelope hills.™ They vanished a
feom gur sight however, wheh, in oxder to get to the river bamk, we
descended between roms wald hills iute the valley.

A& yeat chamge took place i We aspect of Lhe river an we
approached it, The dull beick-coloured fluid moved slowly through
ita broad bed, searcely eovering the send 1knt rolled along. The hales
Lhat we seraped, to gol waler for drinking, were immediately sonded
op again, and a few droy re sufficient ta inform us thet the waters
of the Canadian, which &t b lower part of its eourse were fit for
every purpose, were hers os mnplensan! &3 that of any of the sali
#lreams, that puid tribyte to it, We redoubled eor lmste, therefore, to
et to the Antelope bills, thac when we had Tesched their western
declivily wa might ravel once morw in the purc element of which
we Lad s long heen, deprived.

The Antelope o Bonadery Hilly are cix able shaped elevations,
g 150 feet ebove the plain; their form is regular, in some aval,

Prokably Eut Bummis Cpesh in Ciser Coms
3 ginard i bis reyors en “Fes” . 10

his -llvrlwn of the

uari odgpridae o
Woecinen spughi n Cugrem Conck by Mobheusen I dessrlbed on . 200 e
i goecll oo mum o0 i devetoped “milar e ] ited Uy Girord undes
WThe Am:lup: il e i Toer Mille Counts, are very mear dhe 2000
Meidian thar marka the seeatcrn lwamilay af Oblalwms, These noted hilla were
ene (5. laraioaek o o Telaraatians) baurdcs hoe peiwsn Spni, ind Ams
.
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in others zound ; they leck like gigontic memparts, ara all coversd
by & dorizontal siratun or ieble of white ssudstone, eighteen feot

thick, and are without deubt the ranaing of sleveted plltel which
bare rise in o remarkeble s manner ohove the boundless plain. Each
of these remparts may be ascended ot etrtiin pars, aod when you
wtand oo the platform and laok round, your view iz bonnded only
by the blending lins of e horizon and the grassy plnin, How
grand and ealm, how sublime aud yot how oppressive, is the proapestl

With no mors vnriﬂ.y of suacey an Uds, one Jouraey gon-
tinned for many duys, and (bt wodsiony was only séldom broken
by the pprarance of an isalated conical il or tible shaped rock,
whish, ou mmunt u; its rarily, we regardod vulh ATEAt inlerest md

attentively exemiin
The prairie d ia ealleil, though in Teet 3t s oo dog at

all, bot & mmot, s eertainly one of he kit curions of the Jiving
creatures formd i th . It wae named dog, pefit chie,
by the ald Canadian {rappess, o nec f culinr ecy, some-
et resembling he bark of o smul e, and the petos bus sontinued
sc to the proscat dup. The abast moredible eatent of the
settlements, o vilagen a5 they are ealled, of these pescelul little
inhebitants of the earth, can be dppreciated when pou find ‘thut for
days and days togetber you ore travelling among small bills, every
one of which marks ai cetablishient of this kind. The single
dwallings are ganerally eighteon or mm; Seet .pm and the hilloek
ut the entrence of each consists of a
Thich has praduelly dicown up into T Tight. oF

one
babitations lme ome, others l\rm enmwu. end the fitmly trodden
path lsading From one to the other gives rise to the canjeeture thab
reletions of friendship must subsist among these lively little auimals,
Their choice of & site for their villages appesrs 10 be determinad by
the presence of & peculiar kind of shout erisp grass, which Flonribes
on o ehovated pllml, and which Forma Uieir sole morighment;
and their populous republics are to be found even on the lofty table
lands of MeXieo, in places where for uany miles round there iy not
a drap of water, and whera no_ruin Guls for meny montha, Weter
cen only be obtaitied there by digging to e depth of v bundeed foet,
#0 that it ia to be presumed that the prairic dog does not need it
but is eatisfied with the moisture afforded by un ooresional heavy
dew, The wioter they doubtless pass in sleep, for they lay up uo
more for that season, snd &3 the gruss is withered in the autumn,
ground afterwards hard bownd in Erost, they cannot obtsin
theiz foot in the eustomary mammer. When they feel that fheir
aleepy timse is Approwching, whicl is commenly (owards the last daye

W Malheusen did ot g atvict ucnion b the Juily eamp wies mor did b
m-h an effors 10 Indluda refesances 10 each duy's jourmey. The perty was in Ollae
‘Botas ol Sepramber ik, and on that day withou: douln cromed the 100tb Moridisa.
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nl Dmbor they clone all the entrances to their abods to protect them-
winter's eold, and then settle themseives to their
lmg a.kep, and do not weke ugain Gl the wari spring duys
tham to joyons life. The Indiuns say (hat the proiric dog does some-
tmes open the doors of its house during the rold weather, but thy
ia I8 & sure sign of warmer days approaching.

A small species of burkowing owl is often found as o joinb
mnz of these subtercancan dwellings, snd aprears 1s live on good
terme with the small qoadrupeds who inhakit thew; but the owl is

itmon in i villages that luve been abandoned by thair
originel oocupants.  The praivie raiilesnake slso sonctimes intro-
duces imsell; but it 18 & great wistake 10 Inkging, us his sometines.
been dome, that be comes ms u rindly visitor| aud when b¢ no-
pleasant sourd indienting the prosemee of the poisonvus reptila ia

heard from one of the villages, you may be sure that i it had mot
been praviously Forsuken by its tiny population, the rattlesnake
bus cither driven them out or devoured tien,

These little ¢olonies present n eurious appentance if you ean
wucesed in getting mear beford their scntinels have given ke sierm.
As far a2 the eye can rench theee in v busy tm- nd bustle going on
& little yallow brown personage, somet A Fquirrel, s Bitting
apan every hillock, with his Im,le tail st ng up. and in everlagting
motion, while thousgnds of awall voices unite in chorus,




