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The final inductee for 1998 has exhibited the same versatility and
energy represented by T L. Ballenger, John W Morris, and Kent
Ruth. Dr Norman Crockett came from the hills of Missouri, where
he earned his Ph.D. in History in 1966. He joined the faculty of the
University of Oklahoma in 1969, where he would rise to become
the chairman of the Department of History and chairman of the
Executive Committee of the College of Liberal Studies. During
those productive years, Crockett earned a reputation as an out-
standing teacher, dedicating his career to teaching young people
about the lessons of history and guiding his graduate students
through the fertile fields of research and writing.

Like our other inductees, Crockett has always been drawn to re-
gional history His list of articles range from immigration in Mis-
souri from 1865 to 1916 to the petroleum industry in the 1920s.
Two topics of particular interest have been economic history and
African American history, both of which he has published in The
Chronicles of Oklahoma.

In 1979 Crockett released his second book, The Black Towns,
which for the first time placed the experience of black pioneers into
the mainstream of western history His scholarship and analysis in
terms of economic development and the quest for personal freedom
rank this book among the earliest achievements in bringing black
history into the historical record. The following represents the pub-
lished work of Norman L. Crockett.

Dissertation
“The Middlewestern Wool Manufacture, 1860-1914,” University of Missouri, 1966.

Books
The Woolen Industry of the Midwest. Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 1970.

The Black Towns. Lawrence: Regents Press of Kansas, 1979.
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Norman L. Crockett, 1998 inductee to the
Oklahoma Historians Hall of Fame (Cour-
tesy Media Office, University of Oklahoma).

Edited Books
The Power Elite in America. Boston: D. C. Heath and Company 1971.

With Ronald K. Snell. A New Order in the World: Readings in American History,
1607-1861. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1973.

Articles
“The 1912 Single Tax Campaign in Missouri,” Missouri Historical Review, 56 (Octo-
ber 1961): 40-52.

“A Study of Confusion: Missouri’s Immigration Program, 1865-1916,” Missouri His-
torical Review, 57 (April, 1963): 248-260.

“Frontier Dentist: The Letters of Waltus Jewell Watkins,” The Colorado Magazine
of History, 54 (Fall, 1967): 277-292.

“The Marketing of Wool in the Nineteenth Century: The Case of the Middle West,”
Agricultural History, 42 (October 1968): 315-326.

“The Westward Movement and the Transit of American Machine Technology,” Ne-
braska Journal of Economics and Business, 8 (Summer 1969): 111-120.

“The Military-Industrial Complex and American Society,” (St. Louis, Missouri: The
Forum Press, 1973).

“The Opening of Oklahoma: A Businessman’s Frontier ” The Chronicles of Okla-
homa, 56 (Spring, 1978): 85-95.

“Booker T Washington Visits Boley,” The Chronicles of Oklahoma, 67 (Winter
1989-1990): 382-391.

“Crime on the Petroleum Frontier: Borger Texas, in the Late 1920s,” Panhandle
Plains Historical Review, 64 (1991): 53-65.

Work In Progress
With Gary Thompson. An Economic History of Oklahoma for the University of
Oklahoma Press.
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