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Southern Cheyenne Indian Running Buffalo’s 1884 death reveals much
about the relationships Indigenous people, the US military, cowboys,
and missionaries developed on the Cheyenne and Arapaho Reservation
before the 1892 Land Run. Cattle driver E. M. Horton killed Running
Buffalo after the latter man stampeded Horton’s horse herd when the
former refused to give Running Buffalo two horses. Running Buffalo’s
expectations were normal. Many cowboys gave Southern Cheyennes
animals to purchase temporary grazing rights. Scholars have only
recently realized that these encounters were frequent, peaceful, and
reshaped the region in the years after the 1874-75 Red River War.!
Horton and his men fled to Cantonment, a government outpost-turned-
Mennonite mission on the North Canadian River. Despite Running
Buffalo’s violent demise, his family quickly resolved the conflict by ac-
quiring half of Horton’s horse herd. Mennonite missionary S. S. Haury
recorded all of this and sent his observations to his superior. Though
second-hand oral histories and government documents recorded these
events from the vantage point of government bureaucrats and cow-
boys, this June 1, 1884, edition of the German-language Mennonite
newspaper the Christlicher Bundes-Bote (Christian Dispaich) trans-
lated by Levi Wilkins contains a first-hand account from Mennonite
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missionary S. S. Haury, a person who not only intimately knew the
Indigenous individuals involved but also described how these events
played out at Cantonment. What follows is his description.?

On Sunday morning of [May] 4th [1884] someone by the name of
[E. M.] Horton demanded passage through [Running Buffalo’s do-
main] in order to bring [his horses] to Kansas.? Some 5 miles east of
[Cantonment] [Running] Buffalo, a [Southern] Cheyenne, demanded
two ponies as payment from anyone who desired passage through.*
When Horton declined they fell into strife that ended when Horton and
Knight, one of his people, shot Buffalo and fled here.

During our service the Indian trader Thure came to our school-
house as I spoke of the leader who came to Jesus and asked for help
for his sick boy.” The trader brought the news that a “cowboy” had
shot an Indian and that war between the Indians and Whites was to
be feared. I ended my speech, spoke a quick prayer and requested that
Br. Hirschler finish the service, and went to the telegram office. The
telegraphist had just prepared a telegram in which the Agent request-
ed that military help be quickly sent.® I asked him not to send that,
rather to simply report the simple facts until we looked more into the
thing.” I then went to the store. Here I met Horton with his people, who
were ready to fight. Soon a Cheyenne Indian came in and requested the
murderer. We sought to calm him and I then rode in all haste to Buf-
falo’s Camp in order to investigate the thing and to prevent a bloody
conflict where possible. In the Camp I found Buffalo in his bed, shot
through with two bullets. Buffalo is said to have first fired some shots
in the herd in order to spook them after Horton declined to give him
what was requested, and he is said to have then pointed his pistol at
Horton, threatening to kill him. (It should be noted here that not quite
a year ago, when I saw Buffalo for the first time, that he threatened to
kill me after strife with a horse dealer in a similar situation. I behaved
in a friendly manner towards him and invited him the following day to
eat together, and he has been friendly towards us since then. On just
the day before his death he and his wife ate lunch with us.)® As Buffalo
went after Horton with drawn pistol, Horton is said to have jumped
from his horse and shot at Buffalo. Buffalo fell with his horse, as the
bullet appeared to have gone through his head and then the neck. Buf-
falo stood again [and was] then shot down by Knight, one of Horton’s
people. Horton then fled here.?

After I had listened to Horton’s people with sympathy and explained
that we had nothing against Horton’s evil deed, I desired to return to
the Station as quickly as the horse could run. The telegraph office which
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Ghristlicher Wundes-Bofe.

87

Mijjiong-Abtheilung,
Tebigirt vort
Rev. Garl J. van der Smisfen.
Dayaville, Afhland Co., Dbio.

Unfeve Miffion.

,Ber unter bem th]mn e3 Dodh:
flen fisset, und unter bem Sdatten
bes mm{mmbxubex,
u htm

unb_m esBu‘ muu ('?mn nuy
Ben 16 Boffer i, 1.

Unfere m-nmnagcid;mﬂer in Garttonment bnbm einige
fehr ernfte Tage verlebt, Tage getvaltiger Aufregung und
brobender Gefabr. Die evfte Kunbde bavon bradyte am
Abend bes 9. Mai eine am 5. Mai gefdyriedene Poittarte
unfered Bruders Both, der aud Darlington fdreibt:
| Bevidicdene telegraphijhe Depefhen beridten etwa
Folgended: Drei Weife Minner trieben eine Heerde
Ponies durd). Buffalo, vin Cheyenne, verlangte einige
Ponies a3 Gefdent, Sie wurden ihm vermweigert.
Buffalo fhof in die Heerbe; ein WeiBer madite ihm
Borjtellungen, tourde aber von Buffalo bebroht, bap er
ibn erfdjichen werbe, worauf ber Weifie ben Inbianer
Buffalo und feinen Pony erfdos. Die drej Weifen
find jest in Gantonment in bem fteinernen Badhauie
bon ben Jubianern belagert: letere erlauben Bruber
Haury nidht, den IWeifien etwad au effen ober gu trinfen
3u geben. — Die Ponied find in Br. Haury's Stall.
Truppen und Jnbianer=Poliziften find heute hinauf, die
Teifen und bie Heerde Ponied u Holen. Fir unfere
Miffion ideinbar teine Gefahr.”

Diefer Poftfarte von Br. Both folgte am 10. Abends
<ine von Br. Haury am 5. Mai in der Frithe gefdyricbene
Poftfarte de3 Jnbalts: ,Jur in Gile theile iy Jnen
mit, baf ber Herr geftern gnébdiglidy fiber und gewadt
fat. Wibrend unferes Gotteddienftes bes Dorgend
fam ber Jnbianerunterhindler und wiinfdte, dap id fo:
fort mit ihm geBe, da ein ,, Gowboy’ einen Jnbianer ers
fdoffen und €3 toahrideinlicy Srieg geben rerde. I
lieh ihm fagen, daf idh nad) bem SHup des Gottesdiens
fte3 fommen toiivbe. Jn ber Telegraphen = Office und
i Gtore fand id) die Weifien fich sum Kampfe vitftend,
idh fudte fie ju bevubigen und begab mich mit cinem Jn:
bianer, ber Hereingefommen war unbd den IMNBrder, ber
fich in ben Gtore gefliichtet atte, verlangte, in’8 Camp;
bort fand id) den evfdoffenen Jnbianer, fehrte bann mit
e anbern Jndianec in aller Gile wieder juriid — das

iiber ben Hauptmann, dev ju Jefu tam fiir feinen franfen
Rfnedht unb von Jefu Hilfe erflehte, au ben Rindern
fprag. Der. Haudler bradste die Nadyricht, daf ein
,,Gomboy’* einen Jnbianer eridpofien hade und bn(;
Rrieg swifden ben Snbianern und Weifen yu befirdy:
ten fei. 3 beenbete meine Rebde, forad) ein furyed G
bet unb erfudte Br. Hirfdler den au flie: | o

einen Pe

dnn ba!tl, 3 lorme h!de Mibe die ﬁ!f:rbe
Be up anfam. Gegen Abend enblicy
rﬂdleﬂmnnnm @ibbon von Reno mit 25 Mann ein,

9 lftm Batte ber Agent gefandt, um

Ben, unbd begab mid) auf die Telegraphen = Diﬁu Der
Telegraphijt fatte bereitd ein Telegram angefestigt, in
weldem er ben Agenten erfudte, eilendd militarifcye
$Hilfe u fenben. 3 bat ihn, basfelbe vorldufig nidht | C°
abgufenben, fondern allein bie einfadye Thatfadje gu be:
ridhten, bis toir Niberes in der Sadye erfabren Hatten.
3¢ ging bann nadh bem Gtore. Pier traf ich Horton
mit feinen Qeuten, die fic) gum Kampfe vitfteten. Bald
fam ein Ghepenne Jnbianer fevein unbd verlangte den
Marber. Wir fudten ihn ju berubigen unbd id ritt
bann mit ibm in aller Gile in Buffalo’s Camp, um die
Gadye yu unterfuden und womdglich einen blutigen Bu=
fammenftof yu verhinbern, mid) dbem Schupe bes Herrn
Defehlend unbd Jhm die Sache anheimitelend. Im Camp
angefommen fand ich Buffalo in feinem Belte, von sloei
Qugeln burdbohrt. Bufialo foll uerft ecinige Schitfe
in bie Heerde gefeuert haben, um fie 3u gerftreuen, nacg:
bem orton fid) gemeigert hatte, ihm bad Geforderte au
geben, unb fei dann auf Horton mit gezogener Piftole | &
[o3gegangen, brobend ihn gu todten. (G3 fei hier be:
merft, baf bor nidt gans einem Jabre, al3 Buffalo
midy jum_erften Male fah, biefer mir brobte, midy au
tobten, nadibent er einen Streit mit einem Pferdehind=
Ter in einem dhnlidhen Falle gehabt Batte. Jd behan:
Delte ihn bamals freunblich und lud den folgenden Tag
in gum Gffen ein, und er jeigte fidy feitbem nur freund=
lidh gegen und. Grft am Tage vor feinem Tobe af er
mit feiner Frau bei und ju Mittag.) A1 Buffalo mit
gesogener Piftole auf Horton lodging, ol diefer bon
feinem Sferde gefprungen fein und auf Buffalo geidof:
fen haben. Devielbe fiel mit feinem Pferde, indem bie
Rugel diefem dburd) bew Kopf und jenem burdy ben Hald
gegangen gu fein fdheint. Bufialo ftand jebody wicher
auf und wurbe dbann von Knight, einem von Hortons
Qeuten, nicbergefdhoffen. Dorton flichtete ficy bavaui
mit feinen Qeuten hierher.

Nadybem id) Buffalo’s Angehorigen mein Ditleid be=
seugt und ihnen erflirt, daf wir an Hortons bifer That
nidyt Theil hitten, begab idh midy, fo raidy mie Du Bferd
¢ vermodyte, wieber quriid auf bie Gtation. Die Tele:
graphen=Office, wobin Horton mit feinen Leuten fich
inywifden b:ocbm Datte, war von etwa 12 Cheyenne
Golbaten bewadt. ,,Little %uf”uub ,,!Bbm
unb bm nnbmSnbmmr aren willend, mit ihm in
veranlafte

Gamp ift etwa fiinf Deilen entfernt. — twaz
ven bereitd an 12 Ghepenne Soldaten hier und verlang:
ten ben MBrder, der fid) nun in dic Telegraphen=Office
qeflitdytet hatte. €8 famen immer mehr Cheyenne Sol=
‘aten herein. Bi3 gegen Abend waren ¢3 an 30. I
unterhandelte ben gangen Tag mit beidben Parteien.

Horton, fo heift ber MBrber, und feinen Leuten und den
Gheyennen auferhalb bed Haufes, b3 e3 mir endlid) ge:
Tang, ba biefe fid) guritdjogen ud jenen eclaubten, fidy
in bie Baderei yu fliihten und Cheyenne Solbaten be:

wadten fie bdort die gampe Nadyt, die rubig verlief.

Agent Dener fandte foeben ein Telegramur, baf er biefen
Morgen mit Militdr Fort Reno verlaffen werde, um
Horton nad) Reno au edcortiren. Mit nddjter Poft
f. ®. . Nibered. Diefen Morgen alled giemlid) rubig,
Befiirdte weiter nidts. GChepennen find bereit Horton
dem Militdr gu fibergeben. Beten fie fiiv und!

Am 7. Mai fdried Br. Haury: , Midyte Jhnen beute
nur mittheilen, baf die Sadge gefdlichtet ift. Militdr
von Reno hat die Mrber geftern abgeholt. Die Jnbia:
ner Baben bie Halfte ber Pou-Heerde gefordert und er:
Balten. 3 ift jebt rubig. Dem Herrn fei Danf, dah
r fo vterlid) und liebend feine fchiigende Hand itber
ung gebalten Bat."”

9m 16. Mai fam bie am 9. gefdriebene, nnadunblglz,
nédbere Mittheilung. Br. Haury fdreidt: , In meinen
betben Rojttarten vom 5. u. 7. Mai habe id) ihnen be:
reits von den Unruben und der Gefahr, die una in dbiefen
Tagen umgeben, Mittheilung gemadyt. Der Herr hat
in Gnaden cin drobended Blutbadb mit feinem ftarfen
rme abgewandt und iiber und gemwaltet und gewadt.
Das filhlen und empfinden wir tief und dantbar.

Am Gonntag Morgen bed 4. trieb Cingr, Namend
Horton, etroa 400 Ponied hier burd), um fienad) Kanfas
3u bringen.  Gtwa 5 Meilen Bitlich von hier wurbe Hor:
ton von YBuffalo, einem Chegennen, angehalten, der ywei
Ponied al3 Beyahlung, von Jenem, fiir's Durdytreiben
verlangte. Jnbem Horton fid) weigerte, geriethen fie in
Streit, ber bamit endete, baf Horton und Knight, einer
feiner Qeute, Buffalo erfdoffent und Hierher Midteten.

Wihrend unferes Gottesdienfred fam ber Indianerun:
terhandler an die Thitre unferer Schulftube, a3 idy cben

U Sicie Snbianer,ibre Oeivebre nicberpulegen. dAl8
i@ aber unler bie Thitre fam umd Dortan fagte, mas bie
nbianer wiinjden, erfldrte biefer, bafi er jede
ner nieberfdyiefien wiirde, ber 3 wage feinen gub '
‘Daus yu feben, unb legte fein @emﬁr auf bie Jnbianer
an. berilben gxgriffen audg fore Genmeire unb
Tegten-aut b af Horton fo aufgeregt

foar, baf er 1:hm ilugmblld feuern tanne, und (r?
oie Jndtaner e uridjugichen. udy nm:anrw‘
unb, Sittle Shiel, bie mid in Gefabr faben, befablen
ihren Seuten, suridutreten

Stadibem ié hen Sgenten nkgmvmm um Sdup fiie
Horton erfudt hatte, begab iy mi m gum Mittag:
difen.  Staum hatte iy meine W}uh[gm “beeibet, alg ber
Teiearaphift elenb hertber Tam und mid ecfugite, fofort

}‘urud utommen, tweil .?oﬁon ber in grofter Aufregung
ié bef nbc fonﬂ mit feinen Qeuten auf bie Inbianer
ewern m

34 e $orton 2 berubigen unb erbot mid, ba er
in ber ‘Etltgmvbtn ube fid) nidt fider glaubte, ihm
meine Gtube einjuraumen, unb bie Nadt iber ju
nem i ihm au blejben. Gr fonnte fidy bazu
aber aidt entfdlichen. Sngmlmcn famen immer mehr
Jnbianer her! u umge fpracyen nun bavon, bad Haus
in Bml\b A %ﬁ exinnerte fie_baran, baf bad
Haus G er. Gtaaten fei, worauf fie uu
mnzﬁnben nm\m nufqnbm porton miinfdte pm,
bie Inbianer ibm erlauben, fiic die Nadt in
Geinen erbauten Biiderei Shus ju_juden. 53- Jnz
bianer Waven bereit dagu, wenn er feine FWaffen ableger,
wiirbe. Davauf ging et nidt ein. angem Hin:
unb Herreden gaben die ‘Snblaner enblicy nach b aogen
ﬁq cine Bale Meile éunld G3 waren ifrer nun_gegen
30, und Horton begab fich mit feinen Leuten nady dem
Gfeinbacthauie. uf bem Wege bapin fingen fie an, su
faufen, unb cinige. Inbianer, wob! in ber wumunq, bap
ﬁe entlaufen wollfen, legten_ihre Gerehre auf fie an.
Giner atte fein Gewehr auf Br. Stauffer mm:[tgx unb
fitte vielleicht lodgedriidt, inern
eilend Herbei gmnm tdre und e8 ihm unterfagt batte,
iom guzufend, ba Br. Gtanffr gu e lnfern gehore.
Ginen Andert ergriff idy beim Arm und fudte xbn u
berubigen. Dorton fam mit feinen Beuten obne
i’ Badhaus. Fun aber ectldrten die "nblnmr. bnﬁ
e nidyt3 gu effen ober ju trinfen haben bilr] dfrend
ber Radht bewadten blt}]nnmmr Sa® Badhaus: bielelbe
htrﬂd ml;m. Hortqna MWagen 1und Sattef wurden von
'3 Berwandfen in Befdlag genomm

fei=

E
&

ban: ﬂﬂeu Jnbianern Jlbznbrnm nerlumdm\ m[dsm nen

wir ibnen gerne gal caen faz

Ten olle micher g Gffen unb chenf TRiitaga.-

o Qittle Ghiei” nidyt | Antiwort.

Bl Bovics. mac Daslington yu. Bringen. * Lieutenant
ey najm ol Sorton wnd ine Sente (in
allem 4 an) in Sup unb brade fie fiir bdie bevor:
ﬂebtnb: Bt in bad Ouug o 7. Wit gaven lonen
Speife und Tranf, benn feit Gonmtag Morgen_fatten
fienidts gu effen befommen. Die Jnbianet ‘begaben

fidh mun nach Haufe unb e3 wat rubig Vit bie Rad.
i Dieftap Worgen famen aber it wenigr afs

75 banafinete Snbianer hecein unb. verlangten Gen

thuung von Horton. Sie ftellten ibre ‘anhmma nui
bie Hilfte feiner Heerde, die etrva 400 aablte,
mar{:mmng! 08

elc ur(dzh:k!nb ervdhren mufte.
ag Ml ot n

itdr, mit Horton unbd feinen Qeuten und
Jnbianerpoliziften unb ber Pilfte ber Ponied, ab.
Der Herr at treulid iiber uns gewaltet und in Gna:
ben einen blutxzm Rm%quanbt ‘benn an bemfelben
bend, an toelgem bag dxmr unhxm, wollten an 75
bi3 100, Gomwboys**_hier rton e Jnbia:
new yu ehtreifen. Dad fre bas Setdpen 3u e all:
emeinen Snbianettriege u:wekn Dem Herrn fei Dant
fir (enu gnabxae eituny
nup mit Knight auf bem Wege nach Bi:
l}um ﬁgmtm mnrht id) evfudt unb auf meine
mt!gmmg aufgeforbert, mHSm en unb mit Henber:
on 415 Datmel{ber mids aud nad) Widita au Segeben.
Da aber der dnam: Judianer, ber Augengeuge der blu:
tigen That twar, auf bem TBege nacy bem etwa 70
mdm !mimﬂen ﬁor! Suwllj Q Btfinbzf, fo nmﬁ i
nidt, 06 unbd toann id) gehen
Bas bie Folgen dicfer unrubm km mwerben, ift nod
nidt abufeben. Die Jnbianer erflrten ftetd unbd er-
Hﬁml !mmtr noé, baf fie feinen Rrieg wollen. Die
Gotvboy3’’ b g fithren eine anbere Sprade. Ste
mddten o nictd ier, al8 bie Wn!ronung aller Ynbianer,
MR3ge ber Herr audy fernerhin in Gnaden iber und twal:
ten unb bie Hergen und Wege ber Meniden nady feinem
Tillen lenfen |~ Briiderlidy grilft
S. S. Haury.

=

Die Landung Williams auf Tutuila.

Gine ber lieblichften Uleberraidiungen wurbe bem Mif:
fionar Williams bereitet, al3 er tm Jahre 1831 auf
feiner Miffionsreife nac) ben Samoainfeln an der
Qnfel Tutuila landete. Da fand er in derfelben
Leone:Bai, in welder Kapitdn de Langle dber aufgereis:
ten BWuth der Wilben jum Opfer_gefdylachtet worden,
bas gange et von ben Hiefigen Geftalten biefer Srauner
Sniulaner bebedt. Gr lie qun Boot anbalten, unbd alle
feine meglmu tnieten pim Gebet nicver. — Da fprang
ber Hiuptling der MWilven_in's Waffer qemb: auf bas
zu: Ju, exgriff ¢8 mit ber banb und rief:_,Sobn, willft

bu nidt ju ung nn‘ﬁ Qamd fommen? | Der Dhiffion
be aebict, mr feid bier febr tild;:
‘&mr: ey . Berbet ihr
n, wenn i O 1" rief ber
g 38, umlr fn feine ﬂh(bc mebr, mwir_find
bn[mx B ,,SIJr nflcn? fragte Williams in freu:
mgzm Grftaunen. ,Bo babt {jr bom Ghriftenthum ge:
— Die Antwort lautete: ,Ein grol ﬁcr.ﬁauutlum

aus xmn ﬂanbc bed_tweifien Mannes, Namend Wil
Tiams, fam nad) Savaii vor jwanyig Vionben, ‘unb
Yich bord einige Religondleprer Jurid.  Ginige unferes
Seute twaren dort unb fingen nady ihrer Heimeehr an,
ibre grmm au unterridten, son benen biele jegt abnz

e3 Worted find. Dort find rc, ﬂthtﬂhu fie nidt?”

— Und wirllid), abgtlnnbert v Sdaar berer, bie
bad Ifer umringten, fafen im Gd;nmn eines weitdfigen
Baumes ctioa nnmg mnlonen bulammm afle mit
cinem mweifen Tu bie_Frage bes
Diffionars, mulbalb:btutt, lanteh:r ﬁuillmn »Das

find bie Gfriften ; ba3 weifie Tudy (au fe bon ben Peiden
untericyeiden.”  TBilliams rief aud: in ber Dtann,
‘bou bem bu rebeft, i heife mema Jd bradjte
bie .‘Rtllglnn!l:br: nad) Savaii bor ;mamig ‘Donben."

— Da gab ber Hauptling cin Seidien, und mit_cinem
Gunmge ﬁuqu Tich bie Deenge der Wilden in' Waffer.

n cinem Yugenblid waren fie am Boot, fie Goben ¢
auf und Irugen o8 unter Tautem Jubel mit all’ feine 3

radt an's Ufer aum gelanbet, gab ber

illiams bie Hand und fithrte ihn %

. Auf feine Frage: wo fie bas gnmmbum gebbn,
trat Giner vor unb erzdblte, wie er bei den Religion:
Iehrern gemweien fei und barnnd; lzerunbl l;abt, e
Sanbsleute yu unterridhten. fubr er fort,
unfere Rapelle, fichit bu fier'* ',Damu beutete er auj a3
buntle Griin der Brotfriidytbaume und Bananen, aud
mldmx bas ﬁ)ud1 cined fleinen GiotteBhanfes hervor:

Gie gingen babin unb mmmms fragte: , Wer

ban gone;bunk am i'ymrrng " war bie
at 8 bidy gelehri?” — G

fagte er, ", Baft bt nidit ben Fleinen Kabn gefehen, ber feit-
Iarts bort am Lfer lag? Das ift mein Canoe, in dem
idy gu ben Yebrern fabre, etwas Religion befomme und
wmmlu bnmirmac unb ben Lew n acbe. Tenn ba3
ole neuen Borrath.
bu bn, l}lf aben fo Innq: auf bidy gemwar:
tet. 5 u unfere Bchrer? . Gib mir eimen Mann,
‘e boll bom mngum it, baf ih nicht mebe mit Gefabr
dn 3 feben3 fic fo m 5ed;o en muf!" — Die Thra:
rangen aud ben en be$ braunen Narines, ald

« b!m Billiamd bm eine ehrer fiir biefe Jnfel

anmumn "
i g irﬁf]:r abmu

mmubnnam permodyt. mmwnliou )

The June 1, 1884, edition of the German-language Mennonite newspaper the Christ-
licher Bundes-Bote (Christian Dispatch) (image courtesy of the Mennonite Library
and Archives, Bethel College, North Newton, Kansas).
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Cheyenne and Arapaho delegation, November 1891. Little Chief is pictured third from the
right on the front row (9471, Joseph O. Hickox Collection, OHS).

Horton and his people had meanwhile taken refuge and was watched
by some 12 Cheyenne soldiers.!® “Little Chief” and “White Horse” and
three other Indians were to deal with him in my presence.! I insisted
that all these Indians lay down their weapons. When I told Horton
what the Indians wanted, he declared that he would shoot down any
Indian who dared to set foot in the office and aimed his weapon at
them. Two of them then aimed their weapons at him. I saw that Horton
was so excited that he could fire at any moment and attempted to move
back the Indians because Horton, in such an excited state, would fire
on the Indians.

I attempted to calm Horton and offered my room to him overnight,
as he didn’t feel safe in the telegraph office. He couldn’t decide. In the
meantime more Indians were arriving: some spoke of lighting the house
on fire. I reminded them that the house was property of the United
States, upon which they gave up such intentions.? Horton now wished
for the Indians to allow him to spend the night in the protection of the
stone built bakery. The Indians were ready for that if he would lay
down his weapons. He would have nothing to do with that. After a long
back and forth the Indians gave up and retreated a half mile. There
were around thirty of them, and Horton and his people moved to the
stone bakery. On the way there they began to run and some Indians,
who were of the opinion that they would run off, aimed their weapons
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Cheyenne camp on the North Canadian River near Darlington Agency, c. 1890 (10068,
Nadine Pendleton Collection, OHS).

at them. One had his weapon aimed on Br. Stauffer and had almost
fired when “Little Chief” rode by and told him to desist because Br.
Stauffer is one of ours.'® I grabbed another by his arm and attempted
to calm him. Horton came to the bakery without incident. However, the
Indians declared that he should have nothing to eat or drink. During
the night the Indians watched the bakery; things went quietly. Hor-
ton’s wagon and saddle were taken possession of by Buffalo’s relatives.
I had promised dinner to all the Indians, which we gladly had. On
Monday morning they also came to eat and even for lunch.

On Monday the Cheyenne soldiers each desired a pony from Hor-
ton, whose herd was given into my protection and were brought into
our corral. I beseeched them to wait until the military arrived, whose
agent had promised each one a horse. It was difficult to hold on to the
horses until protection arrived. Around evening lieutenant [A. J.] Gib-
bon from Reno with 25 men finally arrived. Also, the Agent had sent
9 Indian police to bring the ponies to Darlington.!* Lieutenant Gibbon
immediately took Horton and his men (in all 4 men) into his protection
and spent the upcoming night in house No. 7. We gave them food and
drink, because they’d had nothing since Sunday morning. The Indians
went home and it was quiet for the night.

On Tuesday morning, however, came no fewer than 75 armed In-
dians and desired something from Horton. They placed their request
upon half the herd (that numbered about 400 horses), which he finally
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had to accept. In the afternoon the military, with Horton and his peo-
ple and the Indian police and half of the ponies, left.!?

God has truly looked after us and turned away a bloody battle;
because on the same evening the military arrived 75-100 “cowboys”
wanted to arrive to retrieve Horton from the Indians. That would have
been the sign for a general Indian battle. Thank God for his merciful
leadership!*®
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Endnotes

* Levi Wilkins is a firefighter in Norman, Oklahoma. He speaks fluent German and
has a bachelor’s degree in modern languages and literature from Texas Christian Uni-
versity. John Truden is a graduate student at the University of Oklahoma. Among other
projects, he studies the lives and choices of Indigenous interracial families in early Okla-
homa.

! John Truden, “Where Cowboys and Indians Meet: Resources and Relationships in
an Environmental Borderland” (paper presentation, American Society for Ethnohistory
Sixty-Third Annual Conference, Winnipeg, Manitoba, October 14, 2017); also see James
E. Sherow, “Water, Sun and Cattle: The Chisholm Trail as an Ephemeral Ecosystem”
in Char Miller, ed., Fluid Arguments: Five Centuries of Western Water Conflict (Tucson:
University of Arizona Press, 2001), 149-50.

2 Portions of this document have been edited for clarity and length. The author fo-
cused on editing S. S. Haury’s main summary of events instead of the entire article and
deposited the full transcript with the Mennonite Library and Archives, Bethel College,
North Newton, Kansas, as well as the Oklahoma Historical Society (OHS), Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma, under the John Truden Collection. The newspaper is available at this
link: bethelcollege.advantage-preservation.com/Viewer/?pt=29184&by=1884&bm=6&b
d=1&pbd=06/01/1884-06/01/1884&fn=christlicher_bundesbote_usa_kansas_north_new-
ton_18840601_foreign%2520language_7&df=1&dt=8&tc=8&cnt=United%20States%20
of%20America&sn=Kansas&cn=North%20Newton&pn=Christlicher%20Bundesbote.

3 Between 1866 and 1887, thousands of cowboys gathered cattle on the Texas border
and drove millions of them on several trails through Indian Territory to sell the animals
for a higher price in Kansas. Horton’s horse herd was just one of several hundred drives
that passed through the reservation that summer.

* Haury refers to Running Buffalo as Buffalo, which may have been an abbreviation
or a nickname.

5 It is unclear who this man was. This area is poorly documented and many individu-
als moved fluidly through Fort Supply, Cantonment, and Fort Reno during the reserva-
tion era.

6 Agent D. B. Dyer arrived at Darlington Agency and nearby Fort Reno about fifty
miles down the North Canadian River in April 1884. He was not familiar with the region
and proved to be incompetent.

”S. S. Haury’s role as a negotiator and peacemaker is far more apparent here than in
any other account.

8 Haury’s relationship with Running Buffalo reveals much about the relational way
that Cheyenne people understood the world. Running Buffalo expected others to initiate
friendships with gifts; Haury befriended Running Buffalo and clearly knew him well,
while Horton refused to give a gift to Running Buffalo and ignited a conflict.

¥ Whether Running Buffalo attacked Horton or simply stampeded his herd is disputed.
Unfortunately, Haury was not present for this event.

19Tt is unclear whether these were Indian scouts, dog soldiers, or simply men avenging
their relative.

1 Running Buffalo was the son of Stone Calf, the most prominent Southern Cheyenne
on the western side of the reservation. Consequently, Running Buffalo was well known
and had many relatives at Cantonment and Fort Supply.

12 US soldiers built Cantonment in 1879 and abandoned it in 1882. Running Buffalo
and his brother-in-law Amos Chapman scouted for US soldiers at Cantonment, which
the Southern Cheyennes called “Where the woods meet.” Running Buffalo was intimately
familiar with the area. The Mennonites later leased the compound as a combination
church and boarding school; quoted in Rodolphe Charles Petter, English-Cheyenne
Dictionary (Kettle Falls, WA: privately printed, 1915), 209; Return, Cantonment on the
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North Fork of the Canadian River, March 22, 1879, roll 870, Microfilm 617, Returns
from U.S. Military Posts, 1800-1916, National Archives and Records Administration,
Washington DC, hereafter cited as NARA; Peter T. Lieneman, November 30, 1937,
77-80, volume 54, Indian Pioneer Papers, Western History Collections, University of
Oklahoma, Norman, OK; J. J. Beretov, Special Orders No. 7, February 3, 1881, folder 75-
2, box 194, Cheyenne and Arapaho Nation Agency Records, Research Library, Oklahoma
Historical Society, Oklahoma City, OK.

13 Little Chief acted to protect a friend who provided services and goods to Cheyenne
men, women, and children in the past. Although they may not have understood the im-
plications of their actions in Southern Cheyenne society, the Mennonites were generous
and gained friends for it.

4 Gibbon’s men were part of the US Ninth Cavalry, an African American unit. Amos
Chapman also was present by the second day, although Haury does not note his pres-
ence; A. J. Gibbon to post adjutant, Fort Reno, May 9, 1884, 194-95, roll 275, microfilm
689, Letters Received by the Officer of the Adjutant General 1881-1889, hereafter LR81-
89, NARA; J. Darlington, 146, roll 4, microfilm 1070, Reports of Inspection of the Field
Jurisdiction of the Office of Indian Affairs, 1875-1900, NARA.

> Running Buffalo’s relatives understood the world through the same lens that caused
Running Buffalo to stampede Horton’s herd and Little Chief to protect Stauffer. Horton
paid for the Southern Cheyenne’s life with his horses. Afterward, the soldiers returned
to Fort Reno and sent E. M. Horton and his partner to Kansas.

16 Unlike Horton and other cowboys passing by along the trail, most of the men Haury
is referring to were cattlemen who obtained leases on the reservation in January 1883
or their workers. The cattlemen were slowly driving Running Buffalo’s relatives out of
their camps and destroying their homes, a conflict that ended with President Grover
Cleveland expelling them on July 23, 1885. For the time being, these men antagonized
local Indians who refused to sign the leases and demanded the agent remove the cattle-
men; Phillip Sheridan to Grover Cleveland, July 24, 1885, 120-37, roll 363, LR81-89,
NARA; Grover Cleveland, “Proclamation,” July 23, 1885, 142-43, roll 363, LR81-89,
NARA; Stone Calf to George Vest, December 23, 1884, 235-37, roll 275, LR81-89, NARA.
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