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Archaeologists who study the historic record
have typically focused their efforts on domestic goods. These in-
clude artifacts that reveal hunting and farming practices, items tra-
ditionally associated with the kitchen, and an array of materials
tethered around the family's economic activities.' Much less effort
has been devoted to the recreational and leisure activities of the
nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century rural families frequently
studied by historic archaeologists. This paper presents the results
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of a study of ceramic (mostly bisque) dolls from the abandoned town
of Ingersoll in Alfalfa County, Oklahoma.

Historic Archaeology: Domestic Practices and Play

Archaeologists have emphasized what might be called domestic
production at historic archaeological sites since the 1970s. In many
cases, the sites under study are rural, occupied during the nine-
teenth or early twentieth centuries, and represent farmsteads and/
or plantation settings. Of course, archaeologists have been trained
to focus their efforts on artifact assemblages that provide informa-
tion on settlement, subsistence, economic pursuits, technology, and
to a lesser extent people's social behavior. This emphasis was rein-
forced by the predominance of domestic artifacts found at most his-
toric farmsteads/homesteads. From historic accounts it is clear that
much of the farm family's daily life was taken up with basic tasks.
However, in addition to their chores, children had play as well as
recreational time and a range of items is found that can be classi-
fied as "toys." One item that frequently occurs among the toys and
recreational artifacts are dolls or doll parts.2 Dolls or fragments of
dolls never comprise a large part of the historic archaeological re-
cord. This is because most farmsteads/homesteads simply lacked
the number of children or the time depth to provide a substantial
assemblage of dolls and doll parts.

Dolls were an important part of the socialization process for
young girls on the frontier. In many ways, the use of dolls in young
children's play has not changed significantly during the past cen-
tury. They allow children to model family activities and to explore
domestic and social roles and processes. The variation found in
dolls dating to the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
also is an expression of this variation in activities and role model-
ing.3

Doll Production and Style (1850-1920)

There is an abundance of information on the range of dolls in pro-
duction during the latter portion of the nineteenth century and the
early twentieth century. This has been obtained from the archaeo-
logical record as well as an active interest in dolls as collectibles.
Dolls were made of a variety of materials ranging from wood to
glass. Many dolls produced in the late nineteenth and early twenti-
eth centuries, however, were made of fired and unfired clays. The
most notable of these were manufactured in France and Germany
and made of unfired porcelain (bisque).4 These dolls were typically
less than twelve inches tall with limbs attached by rivets. In most
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cases, detail in the hands and legs of these dolls was quite refined.
They also frequently had glass eyes like the dolls of today. Dolls on
the frontier were more rustic in their design. Based on those found
in the archaeological record, three or four design patterns are pres-
ent. One of the more common designs is that of the "Frozen Char-
lottes" or "Frozen Charlies," otherwise known as bathing dolls pres-
ent from 1850 until about 1919.5 These dolls were cast from a single
mold, made of a glazed or unglazed porcelain (bisque), with no
moveable parts. Other designs included dolls with some moveable
parts and those with all parts being moveable. Many of the dolls
were designed to be held together by rivets (arms, legs) or were
pegged. Rivets were used to attach the arms and legs of the dolls to
the torso. With pegs, the doll's arms and legs had a groove around
the upper portion of the appendage. These grooves were subse-
quently used to tie the arm or leg to the doll's torso with string or
wire. It appears from the archaeological record that all three
forms-single mold, rivet, and peg-were widely used in the fron-
tier homesteads and small towns of pre-statehood and early state-
hood Oklahoma.

Just as there is a range in the process of doll construction, there
is even greater variation in the design attributes. Dolls may be
painted or unpainted. They may depict adults or children and indi-
viduals from any number of professions. As noted earlier, dolls pro-
vide interesting insights into the dress style and social/economic ac-
tivities of the time.

Ingersoll

Ingersoll is located in present Alfalfa County some two miles
north and two miles west of Cherokee near the Woods/Alfalfa Coun-
ty border. Ingersoll was established as a townsite in 1901, a few
years after the Cherokee Outlet was opened to settlement in 1893.
The town was named after the president of the Choctaw (Rock Is-
land) Railroad. Many of the initial settlers were of German ances-
try. As noted by J. W. Morris, Ingersoll was one of the Oklahoma Ter-
ritory towns that appeared almost full-grown.6 It is estimated that
within a month of its establishment Ingersoll had a population of
1,000 people. Soon after settlement, Ingersoll had three churches,
numerous stores and saloons, and a two-story brick school. There
also were four town newspapers although not necessarily in opera-
tion at the same time. In 1909, when the county seat was to be de-
cided, Ingersoll had four grain elevators, four general stores, two
barber shops, two livery stables, two restaurants, a hardware store,

290



BISQUE DOLLS

- -r k - 'as '.ate- .. "- - _'"r - . .. " 
-srz 

" 
; 

. * 
a" .--. _... ..

its est - p nge

O 
tq4

belle 4 nrlingto Zo
patl rn Keit G

x a`" ° Drif o03.e

o hiteh rse 0-77p4k
As e Che rdkee

AILVA vAOC. o N R. ngers

arearian

Eaeard r Str. Zola *d bu Resor anon

Fun no !Yewed g- Jete

Hopeton Jen s a t r Elkton
0 0 

lay 
° Timberlak l

16 15 1 "d 13C'• r 12 * 11 r10 °
ynoka Arts A eta

Cly: er .p st elena

Lake D s aroma
Syio * Aline \,o1

Gales Al arett I
Wisby Oxford 0

leo go 0
Fo o PAC.

_____ ~~ oAlue~d R.Po

G nton Leslie o .Oath e acord

eighton airyHy

0ec'lise 
Wrr an

Orson

Imso Tivoll
, ane

isabell
J C o' Aes

Iou o Lyo (W

-i~w.ar, rw w war

Location of Ingersoll in present Alfalfa County1 0

lumberyard, drugstore, blacksmith shop, hotel, telephone exchange,
billiard hall, meat-packer, coal dealer, shoemaker, farm equipment
dealer, weekly newspaper, corncob pipe manufacturer, two banks, as
well as the churches and school.7 The population was estimated at
375. Considering the number of services provided, especially with
the town of Cherokee only two miles away, this seems somewhat of
an underestimate. These services could have supported a popula-
tion considerably more than that cited. Ingersoll lost its bid for be-
ing the county seat to Cherokee and began to decline, a situation
that has continued into the present. Today, a few residences, an
abandoned grocery store, and an abandoned grain elevator are all
that remains of this once-thriving community.

With much of the town abandoned since the early 1900s, Inger-
soll has been a source of numerous turn-of-the-century artifacts.
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Early in its existence Ingersoll's main street (p. 288) was the scene of much activity.
The post office (above) and a hotel (opposite) provided needed services to a popula-
tion that numbered 1,000 soon after the town's founding (Courtesy Alfalfa County
Historical Society).

Local residents farming portions of what was once the town of
Ingersoll find fragments of the community's existence. Domestic
materials such as bricks, historic ceramics, glass, pieces of old farm
equipment and stoves, as well as recreational items such as mar-
bles, toy gun parts, beads, and fragments of dolls. One of the resi-
dents made his collection of Ingersoll materials available for study
a few years ago.8 It contained a number of artifacts highlighting
some of the more interesting moments in Ingersoll's history. The
most striking aspect of the collection, however, was the number of
dolls and doll parts. Even with Ingersoll representing an aban-
doned town, the collection of doll pieces was impressive, much
larger than any previous sample that had been reported. With the
gracious consent of the owner of the collection, the dolls and doll
parts were extensively documented and photographed a few years
ago. The following details the results of this documentation and
interpretation.

The Doll Sample

These glimpses into the history of Ingersoll were collected over
the past thirty to forty years. While a variety of items such as pat-
ent medicine bottles, china, beads, and other ornaments are part of
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the collection, this study has focused on the doll pieces. The sample
of dolls and doll parts include seventy-three items. With two excep-
tions, the dolls and doll parts are made of fired or unfired porcelain
(bisque). The dolls and fragments have been categorized based on
the part of the anatomy represented (feet, arm, head, torso) and
then by specific detail of manufacture (solid/hollow, crude/refined,
painted/unpainted).

Feet

Three fragmentary feet were present in the sample of doll re-
mains from Ingersoll. Two of these are right and left feet joined.
Both are hollow with one being glazed and the other unglazed. The
third piece is very different, representing a right foot that is glazed
porcelain. The shoe is painted brown on this piece.

Legs

Twenty-one complete or fragmentary leg portions of dolls occur
in the sample. Eleven were attached by a peg, eight by a rivet, and
two by an undetermined means. Legs were divided into two groups,
straight legs (eighteen) and legs flexed at the knee (three). With one
exception, the legs are representative of dolls that were adults or
older children. Only one depicts a child or infant's anatomy. Seven
are right legs, five are left legs, and nine are too fragmentary to
identify sidedness. The eight complete leg specimens average 1.9
inches in length with a range from 1.4 to 2.4 inches. Only two of the
legs or leg fragments are hollow with the remainder being solid.
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Thirteen are of unglazed porcelain, seven are glazed porcelain, and
one is made of glass. Most of the leg or leg fragments are painted.
Typically, the painted pattern is a black, brown, or in one case red
shoe, white stockings, and a blue or green ribbon at the calf.

Hands

One fragmentary hand was present in the collection. It is a left
hand of unglazed porcelain and painted pink, white, and blue. The
fingers of what appears to be a child are moderately detailed.

Arms

Twenty-four arms or fragments were collected from Ingersoll.
Seven of the arms are solid, flexed at the elbow, and joined to the
doll body by a rivet or wire. Five are left arms and two are right
arms. Six are bisque and one is glazed porcelain. The flexed arm ex-
amples average 1.3 inches in length with a range from .8 inch to 1.8
inches. Detailing of the hand and fingers on these arms ranges from
finely detailed to crude.

The other seventeen arms are straight with a peg end and joined
to the doll body by string or wire. Sixteen of the straight arms are
solid with one hollow specimen. Nine of the straight arms are from
the right side and eight from the left side. Similar to the flexed
arms, fifteen of the straight arms are bisque and two are glazed por-
celain. Straight arms average 1.6 inches in length with a range
from .6 inches to 2.3 inches. Detailing of fingers of the straight arms
demonstrate a range from finely detailed (eight), slightly detailed
(seven) , to crude (two). Two of the straight arms (both lefts) also ex-
hibit a manufacturer's number imprinted into the clay prior to com-
pletion (9/0 and 6/0).

Torso

Seventeen complete or fragmentary torsos were collected from
Ingersoll. Nine of these dolls are of solid mold construction ("Frozen
Charlies or Charlottes") with no moveable parts. These dolls are
typically made of bisque and are finely detailed, usually represent-
ing adults. Unfortunately, the heads are missing from most of the
specimens, preventing a better documentation of style. The height
of these dolls has been approximated at 3.125 inches. Six of the tor-
sos have the manufacturer's mark of 401-7 on their back whereas
one has the mark 701. One of the fragmentary solid core specimens
(from the 401-7 lot) contains a head and is in a "Young Girl" style.

Seven of the torsos represent examples where rivets attach the
arms and legs to the body. There are four specimens where just the
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Dolls and Doll Parts from Ingersoll: a, flexed left leg attached by rivet; b, straight left leg
attached by rivet; c, straight left leg attached by string; d, straight right leg attached by
string; e, flexed right arm attached by rivet; f, flexed left arm attached by rivet; g, flexed
left arm with detailed fingers attached by rivet; h, straight right arm attached by string;
i, straight left arm attached by string; j, torso in "Young Girl" style; k, partial doll in
"Young Girl" style; 1, torso of farmer in overalls; m, small crudely styled doll fragment;
n, torso, frontal view; o, torso, reverse view; p, glazed china head, "Dutch Boy" style. (Cour-
tesy the author).
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arms are attached by rivets, one where just the legs are attached by
rivets, and one example where both arms and legs are riveted. The
latter specimen also has a maker's mark of 2/2-9. With one excep-
tion, this group represents solid-core, bisque dolls. The exception is
a solid-core, glazed porcelain torso fragment. There appear to be
two height groups in this group of doll torsos. One group is about 2.5
inches tall and the second group is 2.125 inches in height.

The remaining torso fragment significantly differs from others in
the collection. It is a molded, bisque form in the style of a farmer in
bib overalls. The doll is hollow and also displays glue residue where
the head would have been attached.

Heads

Heads provide some of the best information on doll styles, at
least in respect to the groups being portrayed. Six heads were in the
collection from Ingersoll. Two of these are in the "Little Bo Peep"
style and are made of bisque. Three are made in the "Young Girl"
style. Two of these are bisque forms, whereas the third is a glazed
porcelain. The remaining doll's head differs considerably from the
others. It is made of a glazed whiteware rather than porcelain. It is

in the "Dutch Boy" style and is painted with a blue cap and black
eyes.

Analysis

There are a number of interesting points that can be made con-

cerning the dolls from Ingersoll. There appears to be three types of
dolls present. One type is the "Frozen Charlies/Charlottes," a sin-
gle-mold, solid-core, bisque form, typically in the "Young Girl" style.
Because a number of these have lot numbers such as 401-7, they
may have been sold in a mercantile in town. The second type is a
solid-core, typically bisque form with riveted arms and/or legs also
in the "Young Girl" style. Both of these types are rather small, rang-
ing from 2.125 to 3.125 inches in height. The third type is a doll on
which the arms and legs are attached to a stuffed torso using string
or wire. The head also was attached in a similar fashion. The ap-
pendages of the third type are generally bisque and sometimes the
legs are painted. It is notable that few heads were found that ac-

companied this type of doll. Perhaps they were salvaged from the
doll and used with new bodies.

Another curious aspect of the doll sample from Ingersoll is the
style of dolls represented. There are few infants or "baby dolls" in
the collection. This may be a product of a time during the early
twentieth century when infant dolls had not yet reached a peak in
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popularity. However, infant dolls were available through mail-order

catalogs at this time.' Another possibility is that many of these

dolls may originate with women residing in saloons and bordellos in

Ingersoll and might be ornamental rather than dolls used in play by
children.

Concluding Comments

The collection of dolls and doll fragments from Ingersoll has pro-
vided some insights concerning "recreational/play items" used dur-
ing the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries in northwest-
ern Oklahoma. Classification of the dolls also has permitted identi-
fication of the various styles in use at that time, at least in Inger-
soll. Undoubtedly, there are other similar collections that may also
merit study to learn more about the use of dolls in the early state-
hood period in Oklahoma.
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