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Oklahoma Historians Hall of Fame

Danney G. Goble and Odie B. Faulk
By Linda D. Wilson

Since 1993 the Oklahoma Historical Society has annually honored
up to four individuals, both professional and amateur, in its
Oklahoma Historians Hall of Fame. Recipients are selected on the
basis of their contributions to the preservation, collection, interpre-
tation, and dissemination of Oklahoma history. This criteria was
first published in The Chronicles of Oklahoma, 72 (Summer 1994).

Early honorees included Grant Foreman, Joseph B. Thoburn,
Muriel H. Wright, Edward Everett Dale, and Angie Debo. In addi-
tion to historians, the award has been bestowed on artist Charles
Banks Wilson, Cherokee genealogist Emmet Starr, author John Jo-
seph Mathews, and Apache leader and educator Mildred Imach
Cleghorn. The inductees are honored at the Awards Banquet held
during the Oklahoma Historical Society’s Annual Meeting in April
each year. In April 2008 Danney Goble (posthumously), Odie B.
Faulk, Lawrence Hart, and Bob Klemme were inducted into the
Oklahoma Historians Hall of Fame. Goble and Faulk are featured
in this issue of The Chronicles, and Hart and Klemme will appear in
the Summer 2008 issue.

Danney G. Goble
Danney Glenn Goble, Oklahoma author and historian, taught at

several Oklahoma universities and colleges after completing his
doctorate at the University of Missouri in 1976. Goble was born in
Stillwater in 1946. His parents were Glen Charles and Anna Louise
Smith Goble. The family moved to Edmond, where he claimed that
his interest in history was influenced by a high school teacher and
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where he attended Central State University (now the University of
Central Oklahoma). He completed his master’s degree in 1969 at
the University of Oklahoma.

In 1990 Goble collaborated with former U.S. Speaker of the
House Carl Albert and wrote Little Giant: The Life and Times of
Speaker Carl Albert, which was submitted by its publisher for a Pu-
litzer Prize. That year Goble joined the Carl Albert Congressional
Research and Studies Center located on the University of
Oklahoma campus. His book Progressive Oklahoma: The Making of
a New Kind of State (1980) remains a classic. Other major publica-
tions include Oklahoma Politics: A History, coauthored with James
R. Scales, and a high school textbook, The Story of Oklahoma,
coauthored with W. David Baird. His Tulsa! The Biography of an
American City and the Historical Atlas of Oklahoma, fourth edition,
coauthored with Charles Robert Goins, were Oklahoma Book Award
finalists.

Goble’s talent extended beyond the classroom. He enjoyed por-
traying Confederate General James Longstreet, Louisiana Gover-
nor Huey Long, and Defense Attorney Clarence Darrow in Tulsa’s
and Great Plains summer Chautauquas. He also worked as an ex-

110

THE CHRONICLES OF OKLAHOMA

Danney
Goble

(Courtesy photo).



tra in the movies Tex (1982), The Outsiders (1983), and Rumblefish
(1983), all based on Oklahoma-born author S. E. Hinton’s young
adult novels. Goble served as a historical consultant and portrayed
University of Oklahoma President George Lynn Cross in the 1987
premier of James Vance’s play The Halls of Ivory, the story of inte-
gration at the university. Goble also performed consultant services
for documentaries produced by WGBH (Boston) and OETA
(Oklahoma Educational Television Authority).

Before his death on March 8, 2007, at the age of sixty, Danney
Goble was a professor of classics and letters at the University of
Oklahoma. Those who knew him will miss his combined qualities of
intellect, humor, humility, and generosity. He was survived by his
wife, Constance “Connie” Murray Goble, his children, Codie,
Geoffrey, Hannah, and Grant, his stepson Daniel Triston Murray
Sublette, and grandchildren. For his scholarly works and many con-
tributions to Oklahoma history the Oklahoma Historical Society
names Goble to the Oklahoma Historians Hall of Fame.

Thesis

“Zane Grey’s West.” Norman: University of Oklahoma, 1969.

Dissertation

“A New Kind of State: Settlement and State-Making in Oklahoma to 1907.” Colum-
bia: University of Missouri, 1976.

Books

Progressive Oklahoma: The Making of a New Kind of State. Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1980.

With James R. Scales. Oklahoma Politics: A History. Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1982.

With Carl Albert. Little Giant: The Life and Times of Speaker Carl Albert. Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1990.

With W. David Baird. The Story of Oklahoma. Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1994.

With Ada Lois Sipuel Fisher. A Matter of Black and White: The Autobiography of
Ada Lois Sipuel Fisher. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1996.

Tulsa! Biography of the American City. Tulsa, Okla.: Council Oak Books, 1997.
With Charles Robert Goins. Historical Atlas of Oklahoma, 4th ed. Norman: Univer-

sity of Oklahoma Press, 2006.

111

NOTES AND DOCUMENTS



Articles/Essays

“‘The Days That Were No More’: A Look at Zane Grey’s West.” Journal of Arizona
History 14 (Spring 1973): 63–75.

“A Seething Cauldron of Politics.” In Oklahoma Image Materials Guide, ed. Anne
Hodges Morgan. Oklahoma City: Oklahoma Department of Libraries, 1981.

“Oklahoma Politics and the Sooner Electorate.” In Oklahoma: New Views of the
Forty-Sixth State, ed. H. Wayne Morgan and Anne Hodges Morgan. Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1982.

With James R. Scales. “Depression Politics: Personality and the Problem of Relief.”
In Hard Times in Oklahoma: The Depression Years, ed. Kenneth Hendrickson.
Oklahoma City: Oklahoma Historical Society, 1983.

With Carl Albert. “We Had Everything But Money.” The Chronicles of Oklahoma 66
(Summer 1988): 130–163.

“‘A Boy From This Class. . . ;’.” Oklahoma Today (October 1990).
“A. S. Mike Monroney” and “Oklahoma.” In The Encyclopedia of the United States

Congress, ed. Donald C. Bacon, Roger H. Davidson, and Morton Keller. New York:
Simon and Schuster, 1995.

“The Southern Influence on Oklahoma.” In An Oklahoma I Had Never Seen Before:
Alternative Views of Oklahoma, ed. Davis D. Joyce. Norman: University of Okla-
homa Press, 1994.

“The More Things Change. . . : Oklahoma Since the Second World War.” In The Amer-
ican West Since World War II, ed. Richard Lowitt. Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1995.

Comp., with Judy Day, Todd Kosmerick, and Janice Mathews. A Guide to the Carl Al-
bert Center Congressional Archives. Norman, Okla.: Carl Albert Center, 1995.

“Charles Haskell” and “Robert S. Kerr.” In Encyclopedia of the American West, Vol. 2,
ed. Alan Axelrod and Charles Phillips. New York: Macmillan, 1996.

“William Murray.” In Encyclopedia of the American West, Vol. 3, ed. Alan Axelrod
and Charles Phillips. New York: Macmillan, 1996.

“Oklahoma,” “Oral Roberts,” and “Tulsa.” In A Reader’s Encyclopedia of the Ameri-
can West, ed. Howard R. Lamar. New York: Oxford University Press, 1998.

“The Tulsa Connection.” Oklahoma Today 48 (July–August 1998): 68–73.
“Ernest W. Marland.” In American National Biography, Vol. 14, ed. J. A. Garraty and

M. C. Carnes. New York: Oxford University Press, 1999.
“Sister Cities: Can We Be Friends?” Oklahoma Today 50 (July–August 2000): 28.
“Whirl of Fortune.” Oklahoma Today 51 (July–August 2001): 42–47.
“Look! Up in the Sky! It’s Tulsa!” Oklahoma Today (July 1998).

Other Works

With Donald Brown and Paul Czarniecki. Reflections of Oklahoma Heritage: An
Oklahoma 4-H Project. [Stillwater]: Oklahoma State Cooperative Extension
Service, 1985.

With Barbara Schindler and W. David Baird. Teacher’s Resource Book for The Story
of Oklahoma. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1994.

“James Longstreet.” In A Crisis of Conscience: Reflections on the Civil War. Tulsa,
Okla.: Arts and Humanities Council of Tulsa, 1994.
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“Huey Generis: Huey Long and Depression-Era America.” In Voices of the 1930s.
Tulsa, Okla.: Arts and Humanities Council of Tulsa, 1995.

A Companion to the Literary Map of Oklahoma. [Oklahoma City]: Oklahoma Center
for the Book, 1996.

Learning to Earn: A History of Career and Technology Education in Oklahoma. Still-
water: Oklahoma Department of Career and Technology Education, 2004.

Odie B. Faulk
Author and historian Odie B. Faulk, son of Joseph Butler and Leta
Verna Bilbreath Faulk, was born on August 26, 1933, in Winnsboro,
Texas. After serving in the U.S. Marine Corps from 1950 to 1955, he
returned to Texas and received a bachelor’s degree from Texas Tech-
nological College (now Texas Tech University) in 1958. Faulk contin-
ued his education at Texas Tech, obtaining a master’s degree in
1960 and a doctorate in 1962. During his college days he married
Laura Ella Whalen, and they had two children, Richard Douglas and
Nancy Marie.

Faulk started his teaching career in the Lubbock Public Schools.
In the early to mid-1960s he was a history instructor at Texas A&M
University and University of Arizona. Then he became a professor
at Oklahoma State University, where he was chair of the history de-
partment from 1972 to 1977. From 1978 to 2002 Faulk worked as the
editor and publisher of Western Heritage Books in Muskogee,
Oklahoma.

In addition to teaching and writing Faulk served on the Oklahoma
Historical Society Board of Directors from 1977 to 1991. He has
been an editorial consultant, a reader, or a member of the board of
editors for numerous journals such as Great Plains Journal, Red
River Valley Historical Review, and San Diego State University
Publications in American Indian Studies. Three of Faulk's works,
Land of Many Frontiers (1968), North America Divided (1971), and
Home of the Brave (1976) were submitted by their publishers for the
Pulitzer Prize. In 1972 North America Divided: The War With Mex-
ico, 1846–1848 was submitted by its publisher for a Pulitzer Prize
and later won the Best Western Non-Fiction Book of the Year from
the National Cowboy Hall of Fame (now National Cowboy and
Western Heritage Museum).For his scholarly works and many con-
tributions to Oklahoma history the Oklahoma Historical Society
names Faulk to the Oklahoma Historians Hall of Fame.
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Thesis

“Texas During the Administration of Governor Domingo Cabello y Robles, 1778–1786.”
Texas Technological College, 1960.

Dissertation

“The Last Years of Spanish Texas, 1778–1821.” Texas Technological College, 1962.

Books

The Last Years of Spanish Texas, 1778–1821. The Hague: Mouton, 1964.
With Sidney B. Brinckerhoff. Lancers For the King: A Study of the Frontier Military

System of Northern New Spain. Phoenix: Arizona Historical Foundation, 1965.
Land of Many Frontiers: A History of the American Southwest. New York: Oxford

University Press, 1968.
The Geronimo Campaign. New York: Oxford University Press, 1969.
The Leather Jacket Soldier: Spanish Military Equipment and Institutions of the

Late 18th Century. Pasadena, Calif.: Socio-Technical Publications, 1971.
With Seymour V. Connor. North American Divided: The Mexican War, 1846–1848.

New York: Oxford University Press, 1971.
Tombstone: Myth and Reality. New York: Oxford University Press, 1972.
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Destiny Road: The Gila Trail and the Opening of the Southwest. New York: Oxford
University Press, 1973.

With Joseph Allen Stout. The Mexican War: Changing Interpretations. Chicago: Sage
Books, 1973.

Crimson Desert: Indian Wars of the American Southwest. New York: Oxford Univer-
sity Press, 1974.

The U.S. Camel Corps: An Army Experiment. New York: Oxford University Press,
1976.

The Modoc People. Phoenix: Indian Tribal Series, 1976.
With John A. Carroll. Home of the Brave: A Patriot’s Guide to American History. New

Rochelle, N.Y.: Arlington House Publishers, 1976).
Dodge City: The Most Western Town of All. New York: Oxford University Press, 1977.
With Carl N. Tyson and James Harold Thomas. The McMan: The Lives of Robert M.

McFarlin and James A. Chapman. Oklahoma City: Oklahoma Heritage Associ-
ation, 1977.

With Kenny A. Franks and Paul F. Lambert. Early Military Forts and Posts in
Oklahoma. Oklahoma City: Oklahoma Historical Society, 1978.

With Welborn Hope and Pendleton Woods. The Life of a Successful Bank, 1908–1978.
Oklahoma City, Okla.: Fidelity Bank, 1978.

With James Harold Thomas and Carl N. Tyson. The Gentleman: The Life of Joseph
A. LaFortune. Oklahoma City: Oklahoma Heritage Association, 1979.

A Man of Vision: The Life and Career of O. W. Coburn. Oklahoma City: Oklahoma
Heritage Association, 1980.

The Making of a Merchant: R. A. Young and T.G.&Y. Stores. Oklahoma City:
Oklahoma Heritage Association, 1980.

A Full-Service Banker: The Life of Louis W. Duncan. Oklahoma City: Oklahoma Her-
itage Association, 1981.

A Specialist in Everything: The Life Fred A. Watson, M.D. Oklahoma City: Oklahoma
Heritage Association, 1981.

With Peggy Quinn Wright. Coletta: A Sister of Mercy. Oklahoma City: Oklahoma
Heritage Association, 1981.

Dear Everybody: The Life of Henry B. “Heinie” Bass. Oklahoma City: Oklahoma Her-
itage Association, 1982.

With C. W. West and Juanita Freeman. Muskogee: City and County. Muskogee,
Okla.: Five Civilized Tribes Museum, 1982.

Jennys to Jets: The Life of Clarence E. Page, Sixty-Five Years in Aviation. Oklahoma
City: Oklahoma Heritage Association, 1983.

With Billy Mac Jones. Cherokees: An Illustrated History. Muskogee, Okla.: Five Civi-
lized Tribes Museum, 1984.

With Billy Mac Jones. Tahlequah, NSU, and the Cherokees. Tahlequah, Okla.: North-
eastern State University Educational Foundation, 1984.

With Kenny A. Franks and Paul F. Lambert. Oklahoma, Land of the Fair God. North-
ridge, Calif.: Windsor Publications, 1986.

With Laura E. Faulk. Defenders of the Interior Provinces: Presidial Soldiers On the
Northern Frontier of New Spain. Albuquerque, N.M.: Albuquerque Museum, 1988.

With Laura E. Faulk. The Modoc. New York: Chelsea House Publishers, 1988.
With Laura E. Faulk. An Oklahoma Legacy: The Life of Robert A. Hefner, Jr. Okla-

homa City: Oklahoma Heritage Association, 1988.
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With Laura E. Faulk, Bob L. Blackburn, et al. Oklahoma City: A Centennial Portrait.
Northridge, Calif.: Windsor Publications, 1988.

With Orben J. Casey. And Justice For All: The Legal Profession in Oklahoma,
1821–1989. Oklahoma City: Oklahoma Heritage Association, 1989.

With Kenny A. Franks. Quality and Spirit: The Griffin Heritage in Oklahoma. Okla-
homa City: Oklahoma Heritage Association, 1991.

With Laura E. Faulk and Sally M. Gray. Imagination and Ability: The Life of Lloyd
Noble. Oklahoma City: Oklahoma Heritage Association, 1995.

The Persuader: J. W. McLean’s Keys to His Ten Toughest Sales. Oklahoma City:
Oklahoma Heritage Association, 1996.

With L. David Norris and James C. Milligan. William H. Emory: Soldier-Scientist.
Tuscon: University of Arizona Press, 1998.

With William D. Welge. Oklahoma: A Rich Heritage. Sun Valley, Calif.: American
Historical Press, 2004.

Edited/Translated Books

John Robert Baylor, Confederate Governor of Arizona, by George Wyeth Baylor. Tuc-
son: Arizona Pioneers’ Historical Society, 1966.

John Baptist Salpointe: Soldier of the Cross, by John Baptiste Salpointe. 1898; re-
print, Tucson, Ariz.: Diocese of Tucson, 1966.

The Constitution of Occidente: The First Constitution of Arizona, Sonora, and
Sinaloa (1825–1831). Tucson: Arizona Pioneers’ Historical Society, 1967.

Derby’s Report On Opening the Colorado, 1850–1851, by George H. Derby. 1852; re-
print, Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1969.

One Man in His Time, by Jack T. Conn. Oklahoma City: Oklahoma Heritage Associa-
tion, 1979.

Articles/Essays

With Laura E. Faulk. “‘Of Light, Liberty, and Learning’: Lloyd Noble and the OU
Board of Regents.” The Chronicles of Oklahoma 68 (Summer 1990): 116–137.
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