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“A” 

To Col Garrett 

 Commanding at Fort Gibson Cherokee National and the Officers and 

Soldiers of the fortieth Iowa Volunteers 

 Gentlemen 

I am instructed to present to you the following resolutions written in Cherokee of 

which the following is a translation. 

Let me say to you and your officers and soldiers that these resolutions are not 

merely complimentary, when the war commenced the Cherokees had a population of 

Twenty four thousand enjoying all the comforts of life in this rich and beautiful land.  Of 

this population eighteen thousand adhered to the union and six thousand to the Rebellion.   

The union population by the fortunes of war were in the winter 1862 & 63 driven north 

and lost by disease, exposure, and starvation, six thousand of their numbers.  The 

Cherokees furnished to the Union Army, two Regiments of soldiers, whose character as 

soldiers you will know being every efficient man in their midst that had not gone south 

and a larger proportion of soldiers to their number than any state in the Union.  When 

these Regiments were fighting with Price in Missouri, Kansas and Arkansas the Cherokee 

Nation was invaded by an army of thieves from the north many of them Civil and 

Military officers of the United States and soldiers [unintelligible] by them one hundred 

thousand head of cattle and fifteen thousand head of horses are stolen and public and 

private houses plundered of there furniture and whole trains of US wagons are ladened 

with the booty and sent north and these outrages were carried to such excess that the US 

agent remarked in his report that the damage done by union soldiers and men was equal if 

not exceeded the outrages of the rebels. 

This conduct was approved of by many of the officers, and the probability is that 

the furniture stolen from our public schools and private houses now graces some of these 

officer’s homes. 

Since the foolish Ioway has been in comm. And here thieving has been unknown 

by a soldier or officer and order has been preserved and the People treated with kindness 

and respect. 

        J W Wright 

        Atty of Cherokees 

        Washington City DC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“B” 

At a meeting of the Executive council of the Cherokee Nation at Fort Gibson July 31, 

1865. 

 The Resolutions were submitted and unanimously adopted. 

 Resolved 1st 

That the thanks of the Cherokee People be tendered to the Officers and Soldiers of 

the fortieth Ioway for their correct deportment while in our midst and we wish them a 

safe return to their families and friends and we shall always remember them as friends of 

our Nation and as a pattern for Union Soldiers 

2nd 

That the Adjutant of the fortieth Ioway cause this resolution to be published in the 

papers of Ioway. 

        Lewis Downing 

        Acting Chief  

 

  

  

 


